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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE FORMATION has been announced of a body called 
the British Architectural Guild whose aim is ‘‘to provide 
comprehensively for all the conditions that govern the working 
life of the architect, and the potential architect, in salaried 
employment.”’ p. 534 


THE SIX DESIGNS which were invited in the competition for 
a secondary school, Falmouth, for Cornwall County Council 
are illustrated in this issue. The winning design was sub- 
mitted by Messrs. Lyons, Israel and Ellis. De S50 


THE NATURE AND STANDARD of the examination in 
practical experience and the desirability of candidates for 
registration having at least two years’ practical experience 
before taking the examination were discussed at a meeting of 
the Architects’ Registration Council on March 19. p. 561 


AT A MEETING at York on March 17, the NFBTO 
authorised the executive committee to prepare to take action 
“to maintain the independent negotiation power of the 
trade unions”’ if the employers did not revise their decision 
to reject the unions’ claims for a wage increase. - p. 563 


A CIRCULAR wing local authorities to resume slum 
clearance at once has been sent out by the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government. p. 564 


A METHOD, used in Australia, of making fibrous plaster- 
sheets is described on p. 569 


DOVER TC has been recommended by its planning committee 
10 proceed with the multi-storey flats scheme which was the 
subject of a recent architectural competition. p. 570 


WAGES AND OUTPUT 


| is scarcely surprising that the two sides to the National 

Joint Council for the Building Industry have not yet 
succeeded in coming to any agreement on the Operatives’ 
claim for an increase of ninepence an hour. Each side is now 
considering its position, and the Joint Council was to meet 
again yesterday (March 25). 

It is difficult at first sight to see any mutually acceptable way 
out of the impasse. However much one sympathises with the 
desire of the Unions to obtain a better standard of living for 
their members, it is a fact that an all-round increase in plain 
time rates cannot be justified under present conditions. It 
would almost certainly lead to a further rise in building costs 
at a time when the price of building materials is likely to go up 
as a result of the increase in freight transport rates. Any 
further increase in building costs would be hard on the public 
at large and might rebound on the industry itself—since we 
may well be nearing the point at which higher costs would 
result in less building work being undertaken. The Minister 
of Labour had some significant words to say on this point 
in the recent House of Commons debate on industrial 
relations :— 

‘* If, through improved relations, we can get output and efficiency 
increased, then all of us can rejoice, can we not? to see higher 
earnings. My only anxiety is this. I honestly want to be sure 
that higher earnings are matched by increased output and increased 
efficiency, because if they are not—and I am speaking here for 
many trade unionists as well as for myself—and if prices soar, then 
there is a real risk of heavy unemployment, and that is the last 
thing I want to see.” 

Sir Walter Monckton was not speaking with reference to 
any particular industry, and it is possible that he was thinking 
more of trades engaged directly in export than of a domestic 
industry such as building. But the warning implied in his 
remarks is as valid for building as for other industries. At 
the same time, the Minister’s words contain a pointer to a 
possible way out of the difficulty now facing the Employers’ 
and Operatives’ Federations—namely, to match increased 
earnings by increased output and efficiency. The problem 
is how to bring this about. 

The Operatives, in their published statements in support of 
their claim, suggested that at least a large part of the proposed 
increase could be offset by improved methods in the placing 
and management of contracts. Now, there is obviously 
considerable scope for improvements in this field, but to 
obtain these improvements it will be necessary to secure the 
co-operation of building owners, architects and others as well 
as the employers. In any event, such improvements cannot 
be achieved overnight, they cannot of themselves bridge the 
gap, and in the meantime costs would inevitably rise to some 
extent. 

Equally, it would be unfair to throw the whole responsi- 
bility for securing greater output on to the operatives simply 
by extending the present bonus systems. The truth is that 
increased output must come from a combined effort by all 
sides of the industry. If output can be increased by these 
means, there may well be a case for allowing earnings to rise 
progressively. It might even be possible to devise some 
system by which earnings would rise part passu with increased 
efficiency ; it would at least be worth while for the two sides 
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of the industry to consider the possibility of working out such 
a scheme. An attempt to work out a scheme on these lines 
might involve abandoning some of the traditional approaches 
to the negotiation and fixing of wages, but neither the 
employers nor the operatives have the right to cling to the 
methods of the past and expect a docile public to pay. 

Is it too much to hope that the two Federations will be 
willing to suspend their present negotiations and sit down 
together in a spirit of partnership to seek a new approach ? 


FOUNDATIONS IN THE CITY 


HE recent announcement that the cracks which have 
developed in the north and east walls of St. Mary 
Abchurch in the City have raised fears that excavation for the 
deep foundations of new buildings may be affecting the 
stability of old structures, calls attention to a problem that 
may soon become of pressing urgency. There is, of course, 
nothing particularly new about it. As long ago as 1831, 
when it was proposed to lay a sewer along the south side of 
St. Paul’s from Ludgate-hill to Cannon-street, the then 
surveyor to the Cathedral, C. R. Cockerell, warned the 
authorities that this would be certain to weaken the founda- 
tions of the south transept, and the sewer was diverted to 
Carter-lane. 

The foundations of St. Paul’s, as is well known, rest upon 
layers of pot-earth and sand, which are adequate so long as 
they remain undisturbed ; and it was the risk of disturbance 
inherent in such works as excavations in Newgate-street for 
the Central London Railway (as it was then called), proposals 
such as a near-by low-level sewer (1907—diverted to Upper 
Thames-street), the scheme for a tramway tunnel near the 
Cathedral in connection with the proposed St. Paul’s Bridge 
(1911—abandoned), and the deep basements of adjacent new 
buildings that led to the St. Paul’s Preservation Act of 1935, 
which controls underground works within a prescribed area 
about the Cathedral. Are we reaching a stage when other 
protected areas may become necessary ? 

The foundations of many old City buildings are in water- 
bearing strata, which must inevitably be affected by the 
pumping operations involved in excavating down to the 
London clay for the foundations of new buildings. Apart, 
however, from the local risks in such disturbance of the sub- 
soil, it is feared that the shutting off or diversion of water that 
must follow the general construction of deep basements, now 
a normal feature of all, or nearly all, new buildings may have 
consequences of widespread seriousness. 

Now that rebuilding in the City is being accelerated, this 
problem is arousing deep anxiety not only among the custo- 
dians of the City churches and owners of old buildings gener- 
ally but among new developers and their advisers. Careful 
watch is being kept at St. Mary Abchurch, where glass “ tell- 
tales ’’ have been fixed over the cracks which have appeared, 
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MESSRS. E. D. LYONS, L. ISRAEL & T. B. H. ELLIS, 
AA.RIBA, whose winning design for a Secondary School at 
Falmouth is illustrated on pages 537-539. 








and here for the time being judgment has to be suspended. 
There is great difficulty in proving the cause of damage in 
cases such as this, for it is in the nature of experts to disagree, 
At the same time, no one wishes to become involved in 
litigation, though presumably, if this is unavoidable and 
damage can be proved, compensation can be obtained. 

Technically, of course, the problem is not insuperable. 
Adoption of the caisson technique used by engineers in the 
construction of foundations for the piers of bridges would 
prevent the prolonged draining away of water, though the 
method might be too costly for many projects. Piling would 
probably be a helpful alternative in certain cases. 

Mr. Godfrey Allen, who is surveyor not only to St. Paul’s 
but to several of the City churches, is understood to be con- 
sulting with the promoters of near-by building development in 
the case of St. Mary Abchurch. All custodians of old or 
historic buildings similarly affected would be well advised 
to do likewise, if they have not done so already. The time 
has arrived, in fact, for an informal conference on the whole 
subject by all the parties concerned not only in the rebuilding 
of the City but of London generally—the LCC, the City 
Corporation, the diocesan authorities, and representatives 
of the organisations of architects, surveyors, engineers, 
builders and property owners. 

A conference of this kind might well produce useful 
suggestions for dealing with a problem which, if neglected, 
is almost certain to result in worry and expense for all con- 
cerned, besides putting in jeopardy buildings of historic and 
architectural interest—many, like some of the City churches, 
only recently restored at great cost after war damage. 
























NOTES & NEWS 


SALARIED ARCHITECTS 


PROPOSAL to found an organisation 

to provide for the architect in 
salaried employment along the lines of a 
trade union is outlined on another page. 
Demand has been growing for a body 
composed of architects only which can 
assist in setting up salary scales and can 
negotiate with employers on behalf of its 
members. The RIBA, as a_ learned 
society, is not able to do this, nor is the 
Architects’ Registration Council so em- 
powered. Such negotiation as is done 
on behalf of architects in salaried posts is 
carried out by bodies which also represent 
other interests besides those of architects. 


The British Architectural Guild owes 
its inception to the Incorporated Asso- 
ciation of Architects and Surveyors whose 
Council has taken the preliminary steps to 
establish the Guild. The Incorporated 
Association is anxious to enlist for the 
Guild the interest and support of all 
architects in salaried employment and to 
secure the good will of the RIBA; once 
established the Incorporated Association 
would withdraw, leaving the control in the 
hands of such officers and council as 
may be elected, subject to the proviso that 
one-third of the elected council members 
shall be RIBA members and one-third 
IAAS members, the remsining one-third 
to be freely elected. ‘There is no inten- 
tion to apply for membership of the TUC, 
the objects being strictly non-political. 





RIBA’s ATTITUDE 

THE Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects has issued the following statement 
on the proposal: The RIBA has been 
informed that a body named the British 
Architectural Guild has been registered 
as a trade union. In the aims, objects and 
rules of the Guild reference is made to 
the Royal Institute of British Architects. 

Members and_ students, RIBA, are 
informed that no consultations whatever 
were held with the Royal Institute prior 
to the registration of this Guild, nor had 
the Royal Institute any foreknowledge 
of the intention to register. ‘The Guild 
has since stated that it hopes for the Royal 
Institute’s support. : 

In these circumstances and in view o 
the fact that answers to the RIBA ques 
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tionnaire on representation of salaried 
members have yet to be collated before 
the Council can study the opinions 

ressed, members and students may 
think it wiser to await the Council’s 
consideration of the whole matter and 
any recommendations that may be made 
before committing themselves. 


COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 


CovENTRY CITY CoUNCIL have been 
invited by the Minister of Works, Sir 
David Eccles, to send a deputation to 
state their objections to a start being made 
now on the building of the new Coventry 
Cathedral. "The Cathedral Reconstruc- 
tion Committee have applied to the 
Minister for a building licence. The 
council’s deputation will be headed by 
the Lord Mayor. The date of the visit 
has not yet been decided. 


FLATS AT HAMPSTEAD 


AinsworRTH EstTaTE, Boundary-road, 
Hampstead, which was illustrated in our 
last issue, was planned by Messrs. Ander- 
son, Forster and Wilcox, FF.RIBA, in 
1949, for London County Council, under 
the direction of Mr. Cyril H. Walker, 
CBE, MC, FRIBA, FRICS, Director of 
Housing and Valuer to the Council. 


THE TENDERING REPORT 


The report of the Joint Committee on 
tendering will be issued on Tuesday. 


IOB AND FEDERATION 


THE MEETING between the officers of 
the Institute of Builders and the National 
Federation of Building "Trades Employers 
has been arranged for Monday, April 26, 
when problems associated with the qualify- 
ing of builders by examination will be 
examined. 


COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, MARCH 27 
INCORPORATED BRITISH INSTITUTE OF CERTIFIED 
CaRPENTERS.—Annual dinner and dance. Windsor 
Castle Restaurant, Vauxhall Bridge-road, Victoria. 


6 p.m. 
MONDAY, MARCH 29 
INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING MANAGEMENT 
(LonDON REGION).—Quarterly meeting. Building 
Centre, Store-street, WC1. 6 p.m. 
. WEDNESDAY, MARCH 31 
NATIONAL FEDERATION OF DEMOLITION CONTRACTORS. 
—Annual luncheon. Holborn Restaurant. 1 p.m. 
THURSDAY, APRIL 1 
Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—‘ The Planners and 
the Planned—The Family,’’ by Mr. Michael Young, 
BSc. Livingstone Hall, Broadway, Westminster, 
SW1. 6p.m. 


INSTITUTE OF WELDING (NORTH LONDON BRANCH).-— 
AGM. Polytechnic, Regent-street, W1. 7.30 p.m. 


‘ FRIDAY, APRIL 2 

NATIONAL PLAYING FIELDS ASsOCIATION.—Opening 
of Children’s Play Areas Touring Exhibition. Housing 
Centre, 13, Suffolk-street, SW1. 5 p.m. Continuing 
open until Easter. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 3 
ECCLESIOLOGICAL SociETY.— Cathedral Towers and 
their Design,’’ by Mr. Gerald Cobb, FSA. 2, Blooms- 
bury-square, WC1. 6.30 p.m. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, March 25, 1854. 

Prices OF TIMBER.—At Dymock, Led- 
bury, Messrs. Jones and Hartland last 
week sold by auction a quantity of oak, elm, 
and ash timber, amongst a large atten- 
dance of timber merchants and others. 
The sale comprised twelve large lots, and 
the prices realised were higher than those 
of former sales, owing to the great demand 
for shipbuilding purposes. The oak, 
or navy and furniture purposes (for 
which there was a great demand), realised 
4s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. a foot. The elm and 
ash also brought high prices. 
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OFFICIAL ARCHITECTURE 
IN KENT 


A Tribute to Sidney Loweth 


FFICIAL architecture is about to lose 
one of its most colourful person- 
alities. Sidney Loweth, FSA, FRIBA, 
who retires in April, entered the service 
of the County of Kent as Deputy County 
Architect in 1930. At that time the 
annual expenditure on new buildings was 
about a quarter of a million pounds. 
To-day, as architect, he leaves it after 
nearly a quarter of a century at a moment 
when county building costs are running 
at around two and a half million. 

In 1930 little glamour attached to 
official architecture, and those who 
practised it were regarded as lesser breeds 
without the law. The Royal Institute of 
British Architects had yet to take the 
momentous step of electing an official 
architect to be its president. 

To-day, of course, the boot is on the other 
foot. Sixty-seven per cent. of the Institute’s 
membership is in salaried, if not exclu- 
sively ‘‘ official,”” employment. Official 
architects appear in Portland-place like 
nabobs with their entourage: their 
achievements rival those of Le Roi Soleil. 

This enhancement of prestige owes 
much to Loweth who, by regarding 
himself and his work as important, helped 
to establish respect for all in similar 
positions. 

A social revolution embracing major 
changes in planning control, health 
services, education and welfare has given 
to local government architects immense 
power and great responsibilities. In 
exercising the latter, Loweth has shown 
great enterprise and, in wielding the 
former, he has demonstrated that the 
growth of one side of the profession does 
not necessarily involve the decline of the 
other. 

His methods of collaboration with 
private architects, although they have 
been condemned by some for having 





Mr. Sidney H. Loweth, FSA, FRIBA, 
who retires on March 31 as Kent 
County Architect. 
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missed the opportunities for research 
presented by a huge building programme, 
have been welcomed by the many for the 
benefits conferred upon the profession at 
large when it was hardest hit, and for the 
range and variety of buildings they have 
produced. 


To organise a great programme of 
expansion and to manage the delicate 
threadwork of relationships involved in 
the employment of many diverse and 
powerful personalities would have taxed 
anyone save Sidney Loweth. He, on the 
contrary, has enjoyed every minute of it, 
every machination against dilatory 
authority, every trick and twist and 
struggle. His secret is the grand gesture : 
** Let there be light,’’ says Loweth, and 
immediately, to take a trivial instance, 
the towns and villages of Kent invest 
themselves with heraldic badges to mark 
their boundaries. ‘‘Oh’’ says he, “‘ The 


Devil’s abroad,’ and _ forthwith the 
skeletons begin to rattle in Bedford- 
square. 


He recounts the story of how, as a 
young man idling in Regent-street, he 
Was witness to that strange event when 
suffragettes smashed the plate glass of 
store windows with their handbags which 
they had filled with stones. One is 
tempted to wonder at such a coincidence. 
Was he perhaps the begetter of the whole 
affair? It is so easy to imagine the letter 
marked “‘ Personal ’’—“‘ Dear Sylvia, sug- 
gest you smash windows 2 p.m.—S.L. 
P.S., try Aylesford quarries for suitable 
stone !”’ 


Not the least of his achievements has 
been the establishment of effective main- 
tenance services in building and engin- 
eering. The private architect after six 
months can forget his work save to note 
with satisfaction how the ivy is getting a 
hold. Not so the official whose responsi- 
bility increases the more effective his 
production. In Kent to-day there is an 
unrivalled service of maintenance sur- 
veyors. 

In the heydey of the specialist, Loweth’s 
virtues do not always commend them- 
selves. It is neat, orderly and convenient 
to have officials whose departments run 
like clockwork and whose heads lapse 
comfortably into a routine obscurity. 
But this was never such a one: in office 
and out his zeal for causes has been 
matched only by the energy with which 
he has pursued them—little causes such 
as the improvement of building education 
and the marking of places of historic 
interest: big ones such as the fight for 
fair competitive tendering. His was the 
zeal which pushed as hard as most to 
promote the RIBA’s all-important Schools 
Exhibition. He was one of the pioneers 
of the permanent schools’ exhibit at the 
Building Centre. He has served on many 
important committees, written most effec- 
tively and withal found the time to cultivate 
the graces of life and to qualify as bon 
viveur. 

The ranks of official architecture will be 
the poorer for his going and Kent may do 
well if his successor follows such a lead. 
Of him it might be said he brought to his 
job of Official Architect the freedom of 
mind and readiness to action of the best 
sort of private practitioner. R. W. P. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


ON THAMES SIDE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have read with sympathy Mr. 
Maxwell Aylwin’s letter in your 
issue of March 12, in which he criticises 
the scale of recent buildings on the banks 
of the Thames, deplores the paucity of 
architectural expression used by the student 
of to-day, and concludes that architectural 
education has gone off the rails. But I 
cannot help feeling that, in regard to the 
question of scale, he is either out of touch 
with the social and economic factors 
which, whether we like it or not, are setting 
a bigger scale to much_ present-day 
development, or else he is turning a blind 
eye to the problems they present as a 
challenge to the architect. 

I also feel he is somewhat impatient with 
the slow development of a new vocabu- 
lary of architectural expression. The 
“modern movement ”’ (call it what you 
will) has only been developing seriously 
in this country for the last 30 years, if that, 
and it is asking rather a lot, I think, to 
expect an expression as fluent and mature 
as that which an historical style such as 
the Renaissance only evolved over a 
much longer period. 

Your Leader on “ Internationalism in 
Architecture’’ in the same issue also 
sounds a bit impatient too, much as I 
agree with the views of Monsieur Laprade, 
and I fear a possible reaction to a romanti- 
cism as an escape from the design pro- 
blems—an example of which is to be 
seen in the architectural set-piece at the 
current Ideal Home Exhibition (unless 
that is intended as a witticism, in which 
case it might well be misconstrued by an 
untutored public !). 

JouN RatcuirF [OBE, ARIBA, AMTPT] 

34, Marlborough-road, Richmond. 


MANAGEMENT IN BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your admirable leader of March 5 
on the British Institute of Manage- 
ment paper on the Fawley project has 
evoked a most distinguished  corre- 
spondence on the lessons which might be 
learned from the publicity given to this 
project. 

All your correspondents called for some 
practical measure to be taken to enable the 
building industry to emulate the Fawley 
approach to the organisation of compre- 
hensive construction projects carried out 
under present-day conditions in the build- 
ing and civil engineering industries, but, 
as you have rightly pointed out, many such 
recommendations have been made in the 
past by official bodies, and it would seem 
that one of the main reasons why the 
principles are not more speedily adopted is 
the lack of a focal point where a positive 
application to specific projects may be 
initiated. 

Is there not perhaps rather too much 
emphasis put on discussion at high level 
and research by professional and other 
official bodies ? In other words, is it not 
true to say that it is not so important for 
management to learn, as that management 
may have the opportunity to put their 
experience and the lessons learned from 
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these special examples into a practical 
form ? 

As is generally accepted, the efficient 
organisation of a large project must start 
right at the beginning, and that is with the 
building owner. What appears to be 
lacking is some focal point through which 
the building owner can meet and arrange 
the execution of his building project 
with his architect and financial adviser, 
the contractors, the specialists, the 
materials suppliers, the plant manufac- 
turers and the unions. Would it help if 
the owner, probably through his architect, 
could, in the earliest planning stages, 
consult what might be the equivalent of 
a pre-planning association whose members 
would represent each of the above interests 
and who would be well versed in and 
experienced in the practical application of 
these new techniques, and who would from 
the start work together to a common 
objective ? The experience so gained might 
well form a basis for the evolution of a Code 
of Management Practice, such as you 
suggest. 

Without in any way belittling the educa- 
tional and research side of this problem, 
I would suggest that the means for speedily 
putting these methods into practical effect 
should be the first consideration of the 
British Institute of Management and all 
interests in the building industry. Mean- 
while a number of contractors are putting 
these principles into practice, in some cases 
in collaboration with consultants. 

R. H. James. 

7, Hobart Place, SW1. 


“ FASHIONITIS ”’ 
To the Editor of The Builder 


a. 2F 


IR,—I note ‘“‘ Progressive’s’’ remarks 
in your last issue. Foreign copyists 

are not true originalists—the prerequisite 
of all artists—but suffer from “ Inferiority- 
complex subordination ’’ — a more 
dangerous disease than ‘“ fashionitis ”’ 
when one considers the lasting (sic) 
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“ Sorry, sir—which Building 
Industry Productivity team?” 


a*«The Australian Building Indus- 
try productivity team is being enter- 
tained to-night in London by Mr. R.O. 
Lloyd, leader of the UK productivity 
team which visited America in 1949. 
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qualities of present-day building. As q 
sect they should be dubbed “ Inferiority- 
gratifiables.”’ SYLLocist, 


UNREGISTERED BUILDERS 
To the Editor of The Builde; 


IR,—Now that the Ministry of Works 
no longer requires a _ builder to 
register under the Defence Regulation 
56AB, is one to presume that the new 
builder is unaware of the conditions 
printed on the back of the Certificate of 
Registration previously issued to builders? 
And can I go further and presume that 
builders, and, of course, civil engineering 
contractors, who are not members of an 
employers’ federation are also no longer 
obliged to observe these conditions? 
Which does, of course, bring me to my 
next question, namely: Are builders stil] 
obliged to observe the Working Rule 
Agreement, pay the standard rates of 
wages and join the Holidays with Pay 
Scheme ? : 
J. R. KeeEse. 
12, Morefield-close, Sale. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
FALMOUTH SCHOOL 


HE Cornwall County Council, in 
September, 1953, initiated a limited 
competition for the design of the proposed 
County Secondary School at Falmouth. 
This competition aroused world-wide 
interest and requests to enter were re- 
ceived from 292 architects. From these 
names the following firms were invited to 
compete, each to receive a fee of £350. 
Geoffrey Bazeley and Barbary, 
F/ARIBA, 15/16, Alverton, Penzance; 
Cowell, Drewitt and Wheatly, FF.RIBA, 
Lloyds Bank-chambers, Penzance; Louis 
de Soissons, RA, and Partners, 5, Port- 
land-square, Plymouth; E. D. Lyons, 
L. Israel and T. B. H. Ellis, AA.RIBA, 
26, Seymour-street, London, W1 ; Slater, 
Uren and Pike, FF./ARIBA, 29, Gower- 
street, London, WC1 ; and Wornum and 
Playne, FF.RIBA, 19, Queen  Anne’s- 
gate, London, SW1. 

In consultation with the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, the Cornwall County 
Council appointed Mr. Howard _ V. Lobb, 
CBE, FRIBA, to act as assessor, who has 
adjudged the entries and (as announced 
in our last issue) placed first the design 
submitted by Messrs. E. D. Lyons, L. 
Israel and T. B. H. Ellis. 

The winning design, together with those 
of the other competitors, are now on 
exhibition at the County Hall, Truro, 
during usual office hours, until to- 
morrow (Saturday, March 27, noon). 
All designs will also be shown at the 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, London, W.1, 
from April 21 to May 1, both dates in- 
clusive. 


OBITUARY 
R. G. BROCKLEHURST, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
Richard Greaves Brocklehurst, FRIBA, 
FRICS, of High Wycombe. He was 69. 
Mr. Brocklehurst was partner in the firm 
of Brocklehurst and Cooper, of High 
Wycombe, who in 1952 were awarded 
the RIBA architecture bronze medal for 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Society’s area. 
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COMPETITION 


for « Secondary School, Falmouth 


for Cornwall County Council 


Assessor 
HOWARD V. LOBB, CBE, FRIBA 


Winners 


LYONS, ISRAEL & ELLIS, AA.RIBA 


ora — be. 
ae | 





pe (, eres pores 





| 

















538 THE BUILDER 





























Ground-floor plan. 
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DESIGN PLACED FIRST: Lower ground-floor (scholars’ entrance) and basement plans. 
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DESIGN PLACED FIRST : First-floor plan. 


[8 the report on their winning scheme, 
Messrs. Lyons, Israel and Ellis write 
that astudy of the siting of the school in 
relation to aspect, orientation, climate and 
access, result in the following conclusions : 

1. The buildings should be sited to take 
advantage, both from an aesthetic and 
planning aspect, of the magnificent view 
extending from the N to E boundaries, and 
the limited view from the S. 

2, The buildings should form the 
minmum obstruction to the prevailing 
winds, and windows to class and practical 
rooms should be parallel with their paths. 

3. Teaching rooms should not be 
affected by the periods of strong sunshine 
from the S and W. 

4. Cross ventilation to all rooms should 
be provided to overcome the humid atmos- 
pheric conditions prevailing. 

5. Pedestrian entrances for pupils should 
avoid the traffic danger presented by heavy 
vehicles and vehicle entrance to the school 
should avoid congestion with the lay-bye 
and pupils’ entrance. 

These circumstances have been given 
full consideration in the scheme presented : 

1. The various wings of the school are 
sited to give all rooms a view of the surround- 
ing countryside, and the form of the build- 
ing and terracing of the site gives interesting 
modelling. 

2. The teaching rooms of the school 
are sited parallel with the prevailing winds. 
Additional shelter is provided by placing 
the hall and gymnasium building at the head 
of the site. 

3. The orientation of the school avoids 
the intense sun from the S and W. By 
the provision of windows on two walls of 
ill rooms, the benefit of the early morning 
SE sun is gained. 


4. Cross ventilation is provided by 


windows and clerestories on opposite or 
adjacent sides of rooms. 


5. The pupils’ and traffic entrances are 
appropriately sited to avoid congestion. 
Plan: The plan presented adequately 

fulfils the minimum accommodation re- 
quired, is simple in form and structure. 
The various entrances are well placed for 
external and internal traffic, and are easily 
controlled. "The assembly hall, small hall 
and dining area form a simple block 
capable of being used as one unit. "The 
staff wing, sited adjacent to the entrance 
hall, is self-contained. 

Elevations : The elevations are contem- 
porary in design and express the form of 
the structures. Cardo hardwood windows, 
with slate lower panels will form the infill 
to the frame. Wall sufaces will be finished 
in pebble dash with white spar aggregate. 
The Cornish stone forming the “hedges”’ to 
the site will be used as facings to the lower 
floor walls and retaining walls to the 
terraces. 


BRIEF SPECIFICATION 


Foundations : Reinforced and mass concrete. 
Structural Frame: Reinforced concrete. 
(Steel frame, Hall and Gym roof trusses.) 
Brick load-bearing walls. 

Walls and Facings: Cavity brick walls 
(11 in. and 15 in.) finished in pebble dash 
with white spar chippings. Cavity walls and 
retaining walls faced with Cornish stone. 
Internal walls and finishes : Common bricks 
plastered and painted. Sandlime facings 
finished fairface. Floors and floor finishings : 
(a) Ground floors—5 in. concrete on 5 in. 
hardcore or 2in. blinding. (6) Suspended 
floors—Myko precast beams with foam slag 
infill. (c) Finishings to hall and laboratories 
and workshops, in wood block; gymnasium 
in wood strip. (d) Teaching rooms in Semtex 
tiles. (e) Corridors and staff rooms in lino- 
leum. (f) cloaks, lavatories, quarry tiles. 











Roofs: Troughdeck construction with 
3-ply bituminous felt. Ceilings : Plaster 
and _ plasterboard. Doors and windows : 


Timber doors, Timber Canada-type windows 
to teaching rooms. Metal windows to w.c.s, 
cloaks, hall and gymnasium. 

Heating and hot water supply : Low-pressure 
system with automatically-fired boilers. 
Lighting : ‘Tungsten. 

Number of pupils: 680. Total superficial 
area: 50,344 sq. ft. Area per place: 74 sq. ft. 


ESTIMATED COST OF BUILDINGS 
AND SITE WORKS 


cu. ft. at £ « & 
Boiler-house 18,150 5 6 5,205 15 Oo 
Covered way 2,870 3 0 430 10 Oo 


Classroom block, 





Administration 

and entrance 

hall -- 394,997 4 3 83,036 17 3 

Tank room 2,640 3 6 462 0 0 

Workshops and 

Garden room 74,802 3 6 13,090 7 Oo 

Gymnasium 

and halls 77,481 3 3 47,164 9 9 

Additional 

foundations to 

above 46,350 2 6 5,793 15 Oo 
156,083 14 0 


Excavation and levelling for 
building and paved play- 


grounds .. as +4 3,500 0 O 
Construction and surfacing 
of paved playgrounds .. 3,000 0 O 
Contingencies allocated to 
net cost 4,000 0 Oo 
Total net cost .- £166,583 14 0 


Drainage, road and site works, boundary 
walls, caretaker’s house, etc., amount to 
£17,000, giving a total gross cost of £183,583 
14s., and a total net cost per sq. ft. of £3 6s. 
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East Elevation. 
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North Elevation 


Design entered for Final Stage : by LOUIS DE SOISSONS, RA, & PARTNI 
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Main Ground Fioor Level 


FALMOUTH SCHOOL COMPETITION : 





Entronce Level. 
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Go COUNTY OF CORNWALL FALMOUTH SECONDARY SCHOOL \ 


Pions ot Moin Entrance, Gymnasium € Ground Floor Levels 












FALMOUTH SCHOOL COMPETITION 
Design entered for Final Stage : by SLATER, UREN & PIKE, FF.ARIBA. 
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Farm Buildings at Minety Estate, Wiltshire 


Architects 
STILLMAN & EASTWICK-FIELD, AA.RIBA 


Builders 
H. V. COOK & SONS 
E. A. HIDER, LTD. 


OME typical examples of types of new 
buildings appearing on modern 

British farms have been incorporated in 
the development of a farm estate at 
Minety, near Malmesbury, Wiltshire, for 
Major and Mrs. M. H. Crocker. The 
buildings ~c illustrated in the following 
pages. ‘luce estate consists of a group of 
three farm units totalling about 500 acres. 
The land is of good quality but being on 
heavy clay soil in the west with no marked 
natural drainage it has, in the past, been 
restricted in use. "The present owners 
have decided to try to make fuller use of 
the land in the following ways :— 

1—To establish a pedigree herd of 
Guernsey cattle (40 cows and 80 followers). 
This requires the housing of cattle and 
young stock in the winter months when 
they would otherwise suffer from the wet 
conditions and also spoil the leys. 

2—To endeavour to convert some of 
the land to arable land. "This requires 
god drainage of fields and concrete roads 
to allow equipment to reach the land : 
aso the housing of the equipment and 
storage of the crops. 

3—To supplement the main farming 
with beef, pigs and poultry. "This meant 
erecting specialised buildings and_ re- 
arranging the existing farm buildings. 


POST-WAR DEVELOPMENT 


When the owners took possession soon 
after the war they took over a large number 
of old, and unsuitable buildings, many of 
which were very dilapidated. "There 
were only two drinking troughs on the 
estate; ditching and drainage had been 
neglected, and electricity had only just 
reached the area. 

The first consideration was to house the 
valuable stock and a programme was made 
for the reconstruction of existing’ build- 
ings and the provision of new ones. 
Besides merely providing the necessary 
acommodation, the architects endea- 
‘oured to produce buildings which would 
de economical to run and save labour, and 
which would conform to the best modern 
principles of farm building design. In 
the cowhouse, for instance, the roof was 
constructed so as to provide good heat 
insulation, to permit hosing down, and 
to avoid the ledges which collect dust and 
which are characteristic of the commonly 
wed steel trussed roof. 


| The next stage was to provide shelter 


or the implements and sheds for tractors, 
ind also to provide a workshop for the 
maintenance of the implements and 
mechanical equipment—an important fac- 
‘rin the mechanised farm. 'The owners 
lave, amongst other equipment, six 
‘actors, 2 combine harvester, elevators, 


pumps, grain handling plant, a Land Rover 
and other transport. 

The third stage was to provide suitable 
accommodation for the farm labour. It 
is the owner’s policy to site the houses 
near to the farm units. This makes the 
supervision of the stock and equipment 
easier, and would also add to the value 
of the individual farm units in the event 
of their being sold separately. 

The actual rehabilitation of the farms 
has, in general, been done in this sequence, 
but, of course, there has been some over- 
lapping. Cottages have, for instance, 
been built although much housing of the 
increasing number of stock remains to be 
done. It has been found that there is 
difficulty in making a long-term pro- 
gramme of building work, because of the 
lack of a stable national farm policy and 
also because the owners are anxious to try 
out new methods, the success or failure 
of which will affect their building require- 
ments. 


ATTENTION TO APPEARANCE 


The farms border on the Cotswolds, 
and most of the old buildings were built 
of Cotswold stone with stone tiled roofs. 
Such new buildings as had already been 
put up were mainly framed buildings 
covered with corrugated iron or asbestos 
or with concrete block infillings. <A pair 
of cottages at Minety Farm were painted 
white on rendering and roofed in grey 
concrete tiles. 

The owners were particularly concerned 
with the appearance of the buildings and 
where, for economic reasons, stone could 
not be used, had always had in mind that 
the other buildings would be white like 
the cottages. 

Where alterations and additions have 
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been made to a group of existing stone 
buildings at the Home Farm they have 
been carried out in the traditional manner : 
for the rest, each building has been 
designed to suit the functions required of 
it, with modern constructional methods. 
At the same time some uniformity in the 
colour scheme and choice of walling 
material was sought. Rendering was not 
thought to be ideal since smooth dense 
renderings are known to crack, and the 
textured softer renderings would be liable 
to get damaged in the course of normal 
farm life. As a result, white flint lime 
bricks were chosen for use both as internal 
linings to boxes, and also as external panel 
walls. Their appearance with cream 
mortar and grey, green and black paint- 
work has, in fact, suited the district very 
well. 

Unfortunately, the recent brick shortage 
made it impossible to use this brick for 
the new cowhouse and granary at Minety 
Farm, which is now being built, and this 
has meant that the external finish of those 
buildings already completed will have to 
be changed to conform with the cowhouses 
which will probably be of local bricks 
painted white. 


ARCHITECT-ADVISER 


The experience which the architects 
have had of designing buildings for this 
estate has convinced them that an archi- 
tect advising farmers about their buildings 
must be prepared in the first place to 
learn something about farming so that he 
can help the farmer to decide upon the 
type of buildings he may require and upon 
their siting. He will have to consider the 
character of the land and its drainage 
and take into consideration water and 
electrical supply and the development of 
new farm roads. He may often be asked 
to advise the farmer on subjects not norm- 
ally within his sphere. In the new cow- 
house and granary at Minety Farm, for 
instance, the architects have advised upon 
the choice of grain handling equipment 
and have designed its layout and they have 
also introduced a method of milk cooling 
not widely used hitherto. They were 
responsible for the details of the latter’s 
design for the particular dairy. 
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Diagram showing position of farm units on the Minety estate. 





























































Cowhouse in course of 
construction. 
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COWHOUSE AND GRANARY, MINETY FARM 


HE clients stipulated that their 
Guernsey herd should be 
housed in a cowhouse, milked by 
bucket plant, and that the building 
should be planned to conform to 
the best principles and should be of 
permanent construction with a high 
standard of finish. 

In order to obtain good natural 
lighting and ventilation the archi- 
tects thought it desirable to have an 
openable roof light facing north in 
addition to other windows, and, in 
order to reduce the volume of air 
inside, to have a low-pitched roof. 
Because of these requirements, and 
because a smooth and_ washable 
soft was required to the roof, it 
was decided to use a reinforced 
concrete roof constructed as a 
“folded slab.’’ The detail design 
was carried out by the appointed 











structural engineer, Mr. F. J. 
Samuely, BSc, AMICE. The 
artificial lighting will be by vapour- 
proof fluorescent fittings. "The 
following note on the construction 
has been provided by the engineer. 

“The structure for the cowhouse 
and granary building at Minety 
Farm is an interesting example of 
the employment of precast and pre- 
stressed concrete units in conjunc- 
tion with in situ concrete to produce 
a monolithic structure. 

“The cowhouse itself is almost 
entirely composed of precast and 
prestressed concrete units, fabricated 
at Messrs. David Chaston, Ltd.’s 
workshops, and then transported to 
site. The precast concrete columns 
are grouted into pockets formed in 
the footings, and the prestressed 
main roof beams, which incorporate 











nts 


Plan of cowhouse. 


Cowboure ' 





framing for the northlight window, 
are then bolted together at column 
and ridge by steel plate connectors, 
designed in such a way that they 
become concreted in as the in situ 
concrete topping is laid over the 
roof. Prestressed concrete slabs and 
precast concrete gutter units, both 
1}in. thick, are laid between the 
beams, and_ reinforcement, and 
finally in situ concrete topping 1} in. 
thick is laid over the whole area of 
the roof to form a composite con- 
struction. 

“The horizontal edge beams 
behind the gutters, have Freyssinet 
cables in sheaths cast in during the 
previous operation, and when the 
concrete topping has attained its 
required strength, the cables are 
tensioned. The roof structure is 
now monolithic, and acts as a 
“stressed skin’ or ‘folded slab’ 
spanning between the im situ con- 
crete end diaphragms. The whole 
of the structural concrete is fair 
faced and finished with two coats 
of rubber paint. The grain hoppers 
at one end of the cowhouse are cast 
in situ concrete in the traditional 
manner.’ 

After much discussion with the 
clients and investigation of other 
cowhouses and granaries, the pre- 
sent plan was arrived at and has 
the economy of circulation shown 
in the accompanying diagram. 

The clients were satisfied to take 
manure out in one direction, «nd 
did not require a through way. 
The system of grain storage and 
handling was evolved to meet the 
particular size of farm and_ the 
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Left : Cowhouse roof under construction. 





arrangements for food preparation 
were designed for the particular 





dow, type of feeding required for the 
[umn pedigree herd. "The room between 
tors, the granary and the cowhouse is 
they used for storing foods not needing 
L situ further preparation and for hay, 
the and it also serves to prevent dust F Fl 
s and from the milling from reaching the CROSS SECTION THROUGH COWHOUSE 
both cows. dee scan 
. the There is no_ necessity with Re SP Sel ER A rl RG 
and mechanical handling to raise the 
din. grain to an upper storey, and it is 
ea of not necessarily the most economical 
con- method, but it has the advantage 
that it saves space, as compared 
eams with the usual arrangement of silos, 
sinet especially if a relatively large number 
x the of separate bins are required holding, 
the as in this instance, only 12 tons. 
1 its I'he dairy will have steam steril- 
are isation plant and other normal 
‘eis equipment, but the cooling arrange- 
IS a ment is of particular interest since 
slab ’ it involves the least possible amount 
con- of jabour in conveying the milk 
vhole and in the washing of equipment. 
fair After the cows are milked by bucket 
coats plant the milk is weighed separately, 
ypers passed into a churn standing in the 
cast first part of the dairy (in this area 
ional it is not permitted by law to pour 
the milk into a churn standing in 
the the cowhouse) and the churn is then 
yther lifted into a tank of refrigerated water 
pre- | Where it remains until it is collected. 
has ‘hroughout the designing and 
own planning of this unit the architects 
kept in close touch with the repre- 
take Se ive of the Wiltshire Agricul- 
ind t Executive Committee, the 


way. ) incial Advisory Officer of the 
and ry of Agriculture and Fisher- 
the ik vnd with the County Milk 
the P ction Officer. Cowhouse granary under construction. 
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HESE boxes were designed to link with some 

existing bull boxes and are built of brick external 

and partition walls with wooden windows, zinc-lined 

wooden doors, creosoted timber roof structure and 

double asbestos cement sheeting at a very low pitch. 

The bricks used were white Uxbridge flint lime and 
were left fair-faced both internally and externally. 





View of calving down boxes 
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MECHANICS’ 
WORKSHOP, 


MINETY FARM 





HIS is a welded steel frame structure with mainly 
brick infilling of white Uxbridge flint lime ee ee Ce, ab. 
bricks and with aluminium vertical patent glazing, < 
glazed in the top lights with Plyglass. Foundations 
were of short bored piles, the borings being made with 
an auger fixed to the back of one of the farm trucks. 




























Roof in built-up felt roofing on woodwool slabs. bee. | a Se 
Tarred plinth. There is a large sliding folding door to | PNSPEET ON 
= permit entry of vehicles and implements, also a rae =] ms 


central inspection pit, an enclosed machine room for 
lathe and machine tools and a raised platform over the 
boiler room for storage, motor tyres, etc. Equipment 
includes : Compressor (spray painting, etc.), electric rs. 
drill, vulcaniser, battery charging, gas welding plant, 
heating (low-pressure hot water in piped circuits from 
small solid-fuel boiler), fluorescent lighting. 
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MACHINE SHOP penne fine ny 


L/_\j Merteeoe week teor 




















Interior view of workshop. 





IMPLEMENT SHED, 
FAIRHOLM FARM 


ESIGNED to accommodate 
large farm implements, the 
shed has been erected against an 
existing corrugated iron building. 
It is built of corrugated asbestos 
sheeting and the timber trusses 
were designed to allow an 18 ft. 
span between the supporting posts. 
These posts were constructed of 
concrete drain pipes as permanent 
shuttering. The timber trusses 
were bolted together with bulldog 
connectors. Asbestos cement was 
fixed on the front face of the 
trusses to give additional protection 
to the implements. The end walls 
are of concrete blocks. 
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N addition to the farm buildings, 
a shop combined with a three- 
bedroom house is being built at 
Upper Minety which, in the first 
instance, will be let to a retired 
employee from the estate. The shop 
is a general village store and will be 
the only shop in this part of the 
village where there has recently 
been some new council housing. 
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GRANARY, 
LAYNES FARM 


View, showing steps to tank 
room and grain store. 


Bian building replaces, on the same site, the former 

wooden structure. The present building is 
constructed of load-bearing brickwork with Uxbridge 
flint lime bricks with fair-faced brickwork on the 
ground floor and uni-vertical sheeting on the first 
floor, the roof being of woodwool slabs covered with 
built-up felt roofing. The rendering on parts of the 
ground floor is Stonite, scraped finish, with smooth 
reveals to doors. "The lower floor consists of an engine 
room housing a diesel motor and pump, and an area 
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designed for storing mangolds and for food prepara- 
tion. In this area there is a mill operated by the diesel 
motor. The top floor, to which access can be gained 
at the back at ground level taking advantage of the 
natural slope of the land, consists of a number of bins 
formed in hardwood posts and boards to store grain. 
At one end there is a shoot to the mill and at the other 
a number of trap doors through which the mangolds 
can be put, so that they can fall through to the store 
which is situated below. 











GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
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HE building on the left in the above photograph 
is an old barn which has been remodelled so 
that the ground floor can be used as loose boxes and 
the first floor for the storage of the grain. The walls 
were strengthened and the first floor and roof con- 
struction replaced. "The boxes were lined with white 
flint lime bricks built on edge and provided with new 
doors and windows. ‘The granary has been lined on 
walls and ceiling with rendering on expanded metal 
to protect the grain from mice which infest the old 
walls. 


o 
The building on the right is a range of new suckling 
boxes similarly constructed of load-bearing rendered 
brick walls and stone piers, timber roof construction 
with reused old Cotswold tiles. "The boxes are 
divided by brick partitions which extend to eaves 
height and support struts to the roof construction. 
The fronts are closed only by standard oak farm gates. 
Drinking bowls are provided in each of the loose 
boxes and suckling boxes. 


The detail photograph shows the new iron ladder 
and loading platform to the remodelled granary. A 
trap door is arranged in the floor of the platform so that 
sacks may be hoisted through this trap ; the trap falling 
shut underneath them and forming again a floor on 
which they may be lowered. 


FARM BUILDINGS 
AT MINETY ESTATE, 
WILTSHIRE 


Detail of granary loading platform. 
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A “BRITISH ARCHITECTURAL GUILD” 
Proposal for Architects in Salaried Employment 


THE formation of a body called the 
British Architectural Guild and having 
as its aim “to provide comprehensively for 
all the conditions that govern the working 
life of the architect, and the potential archi- 
tect, in salaried employment,” is announced. 

A statement issued at a Press conference 
on Friday last says that “in spite of the 
fact that aspirants to the profession of archi- 
tecture are required to possess high initial 
qualifications and to undergo training as 
exacting and protracted as that imposed 
upon candidates for the other principal pro- 
fessions, the rewards upon qualification, both 
in status and in remuneration, compare most 
unfavourably with qualified salaried mem- 
bers of, for example, the legal and medical 
faculties. The professional bodies in this 
field are rightly and naturally concerned 
about this state of affairs, and an enormous 
amount of research has been conducted by 
the Royal Institute of British Architects and 
other societies in an effort to find a solution. 
It hag been shown beyond doubt, however, 
that no existing professional body—however 
willing and anxious to further the cause of 
the salaried practitioner—could within the 
terms of its own organisation assume the 
protective and negotiating functions that can 
be performed only by a trade union. It 
was with a full realisation of these diffi- 
culties and in an attempt to overcome an 
apparent impasse that the Architects’ Com- 
mittee of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors recommended to 
its Council over a year ago the setting up of 
an embryonic independent body which could 
assume all the powers of negotiation, pro- 
vide for all protective aspects and yet be 
sufficiently wide in its terms of reference to 
operate within the orbit of the tradition and 
professional ethics that the Royal Institute 
of British Architects has established and 
maintained, and to which the profession, 
generally, subscribes.” 

The statement continues: “It cannot be 
too strongly emphasised that no one pro- 
fessional body stands to gain material 
advantage from the institution of the British 
Architectural Guild. Its intended benefits 
are for the profession as a whole and for 
the salaried section of the profession in 
particular. 

“The RIBA has been acquainted of the 
formation of the Guild and has been 
officially invited to give its support and 
Tecognition to the undertaking.” 


AIMS, OBJECTS AND RULES 


_The following are extracted from the pub- 
lished Aims, Objects and Rules: 


The objects of the Guild shall be :— 


_ To promote and protect the common and 
individual interests of its members and control 
the relation between members and employers 
and between members. 

To provide legal protection for members in 
accordance with the regulations for the time 
being tn force. 

To assist members in obtaining suitable 
employment. 

To co-operate with such professional organi- 
Sations as are recognised by the Council from 
time to time in the maintenance of their pro- 
fessional codes of conduct and to assist such 
Professional bodies in maintaining the status 
of the professional practitioner. 

To secure that the practice of architecture 
for remuneration shall be restricted to persons 
Possessing adequate qualifications and to co- 
Operate with those bodies empowered to grant 


certificates of qualifications in order that high 
standards of professional competence may be 
established and maintained. 

To secure representation upon such public 
and other bodies as may affect by their policy 
the interests of the salaried architect. 

To secure the welfare of the salaried 
architect. 

To co-operate with such professional organi- 
sations as may be recognised by the Council 
from time to time in the improvement of tech- 
nical education and professional training of 
all those seeking to become qualified in the 
architectural profession. 

To provide financial assistance to members 
who are able to prove to the satisfaction of 
the Council that they have lost their em- 
ployment through action taken in the interests 
of the Guild, the Council deciding what allow- 
ances shall be paid in such cases. 

To subscribe either financially or otherwise 
to the formation of a National Joint Council 
upon which the private practitioner on the one 
hand shall be represented by appointed dele- 
gates from the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the Incorporated Association 
of Architects and Surveyors and _ salaried 
architects on the other hand shall be repre- 
sented by the Guild, for the purpose of pro- 
viding machinery for establishing the condi- 
tions of employment of salaried architects in 
private practice. 


Classes of Membership 


There shal] be the undermentioned classes 
of members :— (i) Full members (who shall 
be :—(a) registered salaried architects, or (b) 
salaried non-corporate members of the 
RIBA or salaried non-corporate architec- 
tural members of the IAAS or a graduate of 
one of the architectural schools recognised 
by either of these bodies, or a person who 
has received an _ architectural training 
approved by either of these bodies and in 
full-time architectural employment). 

(ii) Student members. 

(iii) Honorary members. 

(iv) Such other classes as the Council 
may decide to be necessary to represent fully 
any groups of salaried architects. 


Rates of Subscription 


Every applicant for full membership shall 
pay a registration fee of 10s. and for 


studentship 2s. 6d. Annual subscriptions 
provisionally shall be 10s. for student mem- 
bers and on a graduated scale for full mem- 
bership ranging from 26s. under 21 years 
to £2 12s. for those over 25 years. The 
Guild will engage a Director and Secretary 
and will appoint by election a Chairman 
and hon. Treasurer by ballot. It may divide 
into branches. The Council shall be 
appointed by ballot from among the full 
members, provided that not less than one- 
third (of the maximum 21 council members) 
shall be members of the RIBA and one-third 
members of the IAAS. 

There shall be no _ political 
political levy. 

The acting secretary of the Guild is Mr. 
R. F. Isted, 59, New Cavendish-street, Lon- 
don, WI. 


RIBA Support Sought 


Questions asked at the Press conference 
were answered by Lt.-Col. A. E. Henson, 
FRIBA (president, IAAS), Mr. R. F. Isted 
(General Secretary, IAAS) and Mr. Wilfrid 
Salter. The point was emphasised that the 
Guild was not specifically inviting member- 
ship before the RIBA’s attitude was made 
known on the proposal, but it was stated that 


fund or 
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the eventual decision to go forward or not 
with what was “a nuclear organisation ” 
must ultimately depend on the support of 
individual salaried architects. In answer to 
a further question, it was stated that 
— the Guild would be registered as a 
Trade Union, it was not contemplated that 
it would apply for membership of the Trades 
Union Congress: its aims were strictly non- 
political. 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY 


PLANNING BILL, 1954 
ABT?’s Criticisms 

"THE Association of Building Technicians 

recently issued a report of their study 
group on the Government’s White Paper 
concerning the financial provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Acts.. The new 
Town and Country Planning Bill has now 
been published, and the Association, in a 
statement, say that they are “deeply dis- 
appointed” that not any of their suggestions 
set out in their previous report has been 
adopted by the Minister. They feel that the 
present proposals are “unrealistic and 
unworkable,” and particularly regret that no 
mention is made of either the use of sterile 
land or the rating of site values. 


The Association also say that they view 
with great concern the clauses dealing with 
compensation on refusal to grant planning 
permission, and feel that there is little equity 
in the Government’s case. 


Part 1 of the new Bill deals with the basis 
of all compensation payable under its pro- 
visions, and in this connection the Associa- 
tion state that they are pleased to note that 
established claims now run with the land 
and are not transferable as personal assets. 


Part 2 of the Bill deals with the new 
concept of payment of compensation on a 
refusal to grant planning permission, and 
in this connection the ABT state that they 
believe that such payments are wrong in 
principle. 


The ABT continue: “We are appalled at 
the implications of Clause 29 of the Bill, 
which gives the Minister ‘power to vary 
planning decision after he has had a claim 
for compensation.” This is very different 
from the White Paper, which stated ‘that 
an aggrieved applicant could either appeal 
against the decision or claim compensation.’ 
Under the new proposals it is probable that 
the Treasury will exert undue influence upon 
the Minister in order to save contpensation 
and some peculiar planning decisions on 
appeal may well result. 


“We consider that Clause 33 of the Bill, 
which envisages the repayment of compen- 
sation granted if planning permission is sub- 
sequently given, as completely unworkable. 


“Part 3 of the new Bill deals with the 
compulsory acquisition of land, and it would 
appear that in this case the burden of pay- 
ing the ‘admitted claim’ would fall upon the 
local authority. This is unreasonable. .. .” 


After making further criticisms of the Bill. 
on Clauses 34 and 37, the statement con- 
cludes: “ In short, we consider that the whole 
Bill is ill advised and hurried, and is not a 
solution of our planning problems. We 
recommend, therefore, that the Minister con- 
sider the advisability of withdrawing the Bill, 
and setting up a Royal Commission to con- 
sider, not only the findings of the Uthwatt 
Committee, but the practical working of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947.” 
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The converted chapel as seen from the gallery. 


A TRANSFORMATION AT HEYTHROP HALL 
18th Century Tennis Court Converted to Chapel 


HEYTHROP Hall, the Jesuit Theological 

College at Enstone in Oxfordshire, was 
built by Thomas Archer in the year 1706 as 
the family seat of the Earl-of Shrewsbury. 
When the Society of Jesus purchased the 
house in 1925 they converted the indoor 
tennis court to use as their chapel. This 
austere rectangular hall with its high walls 
and large clerestory windows, whilst 
eminently suited to the royal and ancient 
game of tennis did not seem to lend itself 
readily to this new purpose and the old room 
refused to relinquish its gymnasium-like 
atmosphere in exchange for the devout calm 
its new occupants required of it. 

Recently, however, despite restricted funds 
the decision was made to tolerate this state 
of affairs no longer and by various devices 
consultant and builder in collaboration have 
transformed the uncompromising interior 
into a delightful classical chapel. 

The key to the problem lay in the fenestra- 
tion, which had been designed in accordance 
with standard practice to give maximum 
light yet at the same time be out of reach 
of flying tennis balls. The windows in 
courts of the period were always situated in 
the clerestory and were the maximum width 
and height that structural considerations 
allowed. An extant example is the court at 
Hampton Court Palace, the design of which 
is identical to that at Heythrop. 

The new scheme involved removing these 
windows and replacing them with smaller 
windows with rounded heads. This and the 
bold use of classical architectural detailing 
applied as ornaments of decoration has trans- 
formed the interior though it still retains a 
severe character in keeping with Archer’s 
treatment of the original house. 


ADDITIONAL ACCOMMODATION 


Beautification and an atmosphere more 
conducive to meditation were not, however. 
the only objects that the designers were asked 
to achieve. Additional sacristy accommoda- 
tion was required and as many side chapels 





as possible so that the daily celebration of 
mass by the priests and ordained students 
could be conducted within the chapel in a 
fitting manner. Hitherto it had been neces- 
sary to resort to the expedient of a number 
of altars scattered throughout the house 
situated in any odd corner that could be 
found. 


Sketch showing construction 
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A space formed by a partition immediately 
at rear of the sanctuary had been doing jp. 
adequate duty as a sacristy. This screen and 
a tribune situated over the sacristy were 
cleared away, thus creating scope for 4 
really fine and spacious sanctuary. A new 
sacristy building has been built adjacent to 
the chapel with ample well-lighted space ang 
maximum convenience. 

The next decision was to form a crypt 
under the sanctuary area for the accommoda- 
tion of six chapels. To minimise the labour 
of excavation which was into solid sandstone 
rock the floer of the sanctuary was raised 
4 ft. 6 in. and its approach made by nine 
broad steps. Entrance to the crypt is by 
flights of steps leading down below the 
sanctuary floor at each end of these broad 
steps. Further entrance is made directly 
from the sacristy. 

The stone foundations of the three main 
walls bounding the crypt were underpinned 
with mass concrete and the crypt formed as 
a concrete tank independent of the main 
structure. The concrete of the tank was 
waterproofed with Pudlo waterproofing com- 
pound. The suspended floor over the crypt 
was by the Kleine Flooring Co., Ltd., in their 
standard reinforced concrete and hollow tile 
construction. Housed within the crypt are 
six chapels each containing a stone altar on 
a raised predella, credence recess and con- 
cealed electric light. 


THE SIDE CHAPELS 


Nine side chapels were added with their 
entrances symmetrically disposed in the 
north and south walls of the chapel. Owing 
to the slope of the ground the court was 
built with its floor 10 ft. below the ground- 
floor level of the house. Thus, on the north 
side, to form the side chapels it was neces 
sary to excavate into the rock subsoil below 
an existing corridor behind the massive north 
wall. The corridor was a busy one in con 





of side chapels beneath corridor. 
















































































March 26 


stant USe | 
floor of th 
a system < 
excavation 
beams wa: 
time. The 
proof con¢ 
the operat 
floor in © 
steel joist: 
reinforced 
joists spac 
of the stee 
and trimm 
tween the 
underside 
pugged 
tion. 
chosen be 
ture to i 
concrete 
mission 0! 
ing overt 
successful 
putting th 
Finally, 
at one en 
removed : 
devised. 
house is t 
therefore 
The woo 
cant and 
view of 
extreme] 
students | 
new stai 
the galle 
width as 
its more | 
precast © 
chips anc 
space ur 
confessio 


f 


Of pai 
the chap 
by the | 
carefully 
portions 
of the | 
window 
means | 
panded 
opening: 

Betwe 
pilasters 
and apr 
Between 
window 
This ba 
level ov 
at the r 

The | 
wood v 
plaster 
ing the 
features 
Tesemb! 
chapel 
mensa 
ciboriut 
with 
ciboriu: 
marble 
crucifix 
Padua 
waxed 
natura! 

The 
brothe 

B.O.W 

tors M 








rch 26 1954 


n immediately 
een doing jp. 
lis screen and 
Sacristy were 
Scope for a 
ary. A new 
it adjacent to 
ted space and 


‘orm a Crypt 
/ aCCOMmModa- 
se the labour 
lid sandstone 
'Y Was raised 
nade by nine 

crypt is by 
1 below the 
these broad 
nade directly 


> three main 
underpinned 
pt formed as 
of the main 
ne tank was 
roofing com- 
ver the crypt 
Ltd., in their 
d hollow tile 
he crypt are 
One altar on 
2ss and con- 


A 
d with their 
sed in the 
apel. Owing 
€& court was 
the ground- 
on the north 
it was neces- 
ubsoil below 
Nassive north 
one in con- 


- Soret 


book 











March 26 1954 






sant use and it was decided to leave the 
foor of the corridor intact, supporting it by 
a system of steel and concrete joists. The 
excavation and insertion of the supporting 
beams was executed in bays of 4 ft. at a 
time. The rear wall of the chapels of water- 
proof concrete was also built in bays during 
the operation of underpinning the corridor 
foor in order to provide support for the 
steel joists, which in turn gave support to 
reinforced precast-on-site concrete trimming 
joists spaced 6 in. apart between the webs 
of the steel trimmer joists. As each trimmer 
and trimming joist was inserted, the gap be- 
tween the top of the joist and the rough 
underside of the exposed concrete floor was 
pugged with vermiculite cement composi- 
tion. This light, easy-to-handle mix was 
chosen because of its resilient cellular struc- 
ture to insulate the sub-ceiling from the 
concrete corridor floor against the trans- 
mission of the noise caused by people walk- 
ing overhead. This tricky operation was 
successfully completed without at any time 
putting the corridor out of use. 

Finally, the old wooden staircase situated 
at one end of the gallery at the west end was 
removed and an improved staircase entrance 
devised. The staircase entering from the 
house is the main entrance to the chapel and 
therefore an important ceremonial feature. 
The wood staircase was not only insignifi- 
cant and badly situated from the point of 
view of a processional entrance but also 
extremely noisy when the body of 200 
students entered the chapel en masse. The 
new staircase has been sited centrally in 
the gallery and although only the same 
width as the old staircase gains much from 
its more prominent position. The steps were 
precast on site in ciment fondu and granite 
chips and supported on brick spandrils. The 
space under the staircase is utilised as a 
confessional. 


CLASSICAL DETAILING 


Of particular interest is the decoration of 
the chapel which, as already mentioned, is 
by the extensive use of classical detailing 
carefully worked out in relation to the pro- 
portions of the room and Archer’s treatment 
of the original part of the house. The 
window openings have been reduced by 
Means of wood studding faced with ex- 
panded metal and plaster to circular headed 
openings of pleasant proportions. 

Between the windows are fixed Tuscan 
pilasters stretching from floor to ceiling 
and apparently supporting the roof trusses. 
Between the pilasters and supported by the 
window cills are rows of turned balusters. 
This balustrading is continued at the same 
level over the top of the apsidal walls built 
at the rear of the sanctuary. 


The pilasters and balustrading are all of 
wood with the exception of the brick-and- 
plaster channel-jointed ashlar piers bound- 
ing the apse walls. All these architectural 
features are painted and scumble glazed to 
Tesemble granite. The focal point of the 
chapel is the high altar with its marble 
mensa sheltered under a classical pedimented 
ciborium supported on four fluted columns 
with — carved and gilded capitals. This 
ciborium is also of wood, painted and 
marbled and picked out with gold leaf. The 
crucifix is a replica of the Donatello at 
Padua carved in French walnut, toned and 


waxed a rich dark colour on a cross of 
natural zebrani. 


The consulting ecclesiologists were the 
brothers Anthony and Aldred Bartlett of 
B.O.W.S. & Bartlett, Ltd., and the contrac- 
tors Messrs. Walker-Symondson, Ltd. 
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MULTI-STOREY BUILDING & REDEVELOPMENT 
Lecture by Glasgow’s City Architeet 


GOONER or later most of the larger cities 

and many of the smaller ones would 
look to multi-storey buildings as a way out 
of their difficulties, said Mr. A. G. Jury, 
FRIBA, FRIAS, City Architect and Plan- 
ning Officer of Glasgow, when he gave a 
lecture on multi-storeyed housing in Edin- 
burgh, on February 25. 

Mr. Jury went on to say that most 
cities wanted to clear their slums and would 
like to replace them with low-rent housing 
projects of modern design. Since the war, 
accent had been on the quickest development 
to provide a steady flow of new houses. This 
had necessitated the development of virgin 
land mainly located in the outlying districts 
of the cities. The desire for speed led to the 
adoption of all manner of ingenious devices 
for the building of small houses, and mainly 
at comparatively low densities. 

Obviously small two-storey terrace houses 
would normally take less time to build than 
four-storey flats. This in turn led to an 
equally rapid “ absorption ” of land. 

Many local authorities were now finding 
that, partly due to a pre-war spate of semi- 
detached housing and a post-war policy of 
a “house-and-garden” for everyone, they 
had not sufficient land on which to build 
houses for rehousing displaced tenants from 
slums and redevelopment areas within the 
narrow limits of their jurisdiction. 

The exigencies of the housing shortage, 
the difficulty of re-locating displaced families, 
and the cost of acquiring and clearing suffi- 
ciently large areas of slum property, were 
such that there would be pressure to crowd 
it, after clearance, with as many new houses 
as possible. Multi-storey building was obvi- 
ously one way out of some of their diffi- 
culties. 

Speaking about the planning aspect of 
the problem, Mr. Jury said that due to the 
almost limitless number of ways in which 
flatted accommodation could be arranged, 
one could not be too dogmatic about one’s 
own preferences. The internal arrange- 
ments of a modern flat were well known, 
but there were, however, some simple and 
inter-related factors which must be con- 
sidered and these were: (1) The arrangement 
of the blocks; (2) the spacing of the blocks; 
and (3) the arrangement of the space. 

The usual arrangement was to place the 
flats in a block with a thickness equal to 
the depth of one flat (24-30 ft.) with access 
from balconies or staircases. Blocks could 
be in simple rectangular form, or in E, F, 
H, L, T or Y shapes, or as radiants from 
a central point. They could be in parallel 
rows on both sides of a street (as terrace 
houses) or at right angles to a street or as 
hollow squares, broken squares or broken 
cruciform arrangements. 


Density 


So far as density was concerned, most of 
the potentialities of flats could be demon- 
strated by considering two main yet simple 
forms of layout:—(1) Rectangular blocks in 
parallel rows; (2) Rectangular blocks in 
broken cruciform arrangement. 

When placed in parallel rows, spacing was 
required to give adequate daylighting (not 
sunlight). Using the angle of 25 deg. the 
amount of space between blocks would 
depend directly upon their height, whilst the 
thickness of the blocks and their length 
would determine the coverage area, the gaps 
between being variable. Therefore, for any 


given dimensions and number of storeys it 
was clear that the requirements for day- 
lighting would fix the amount of accom- 
modation that could be placed over a given 
area. 

If you increased the number of storeys, 
you increased the amount of accommodation 
in the block, but the rows must be placed 
further apart to ensure adequate daylighting 
—this, in turn, would affect the amount of 
accommodation on the given area. 

Generally speaking, when blocks of flats 
were arranged in a broken cruciform layout, 
the general effect, compared with the parallel 
block layout, was to permit more accom- 
modation to be placed on a given site (i.e., 
the density was increased), while still main- 
taining the same standard of daylighting. 

The space-about-buildings per room in the 
cruciform arrangement was not much differ- 
ent from the parallel block layout and it 
could be said that the open space available 
for recreation around flat blocks spaced for 
daylight would, in general, result in sufficient 
space-about-buildings to meet the needs of 
access, privacy within the flat, sunlighting, 
noise and fire insulation and would also give 
outdoor-living space roughly equivalent in 
area to the garden space of high-density ter- 
race housing. 

This outdoor space was sufficient to give 
flats an agreeable garden-like setting. In 
cruciform layouts these were sizeable rect- 
angular areas that could be used to some 
extent for minor play areas or even for 
occasional tennis courts. Of course, they 
were not substitutes for public parks and 
playing fields in the true sense of these terms. 

“Whilst it will be agreed,” he said, “ that 
our designs for multi-storeyed housing should 
not be of the neo-Georgian, neo-Classical or 
Municipal Monumental orders, nor should 
they be nondescript, it would be equally in- 
correct to graft on, regardless to a British 
town, the architecture of Rio De Janeiro, 
New York, or Marseilles. Each country, 
each town, has its own circumstances and 
peculiarities which shape its architecture. 


Facing the Future 


“ How is the future to be faced? Will 
the adherents of the Neo-Georgian, pseudo- 
Classical and Municipal Monumental styles 
maintain their self-conscious expressions? 
Will old methods survive? Will new by- 
laws be permissive or restrictive? Are we 
receptive to technical advancement and pro- 
gressive architecture? Or is the dead hand of 
prejudice going to strangle more good ideas? 

“These and many other questions will 
come to your mind and mine,” he said. 
“Each must answer for himself. On top of 
these questions there is a bewildering variety 
of systems, each having its own special per- 
tinence to particular types of problem. 
These include: —The ancient static principle 
—post and beam; the medieval dynamic 
principle—buttress and vault; the last 50 
years—skeletal frame; the contemporary- 
man-made modular. 

“Selection of a system depends upon 
adaptability, economy (short and long term), 
utility and maintenance and permanent good 
appearance. 

“The planning and design problems have 
never been greater, more fascinating or more 
complex than at present. I think we are 
only at the very beginning of understanding 
of multi-storey work in Britain. I trust we 
shall all quickly adjust ourselves to the spirit 
and tempo of the new reign.” 
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Provision to Allow Taller Buildings 


[From Our Own Representative | 


ON March 18 the London County Council 

(General Powers) Bill, to which refer- 
ence was made in a leading article in The 
Builder last week, had a speedy passage 
through the Select Committee of the House 
of Lords. This Bill amends the London 
Building Act, the chief amendment being the 
raising of the limit for the height of build- 
ings from 80 feet to 100 feet, and the aboli- 
tion of the two storeys in the roof formerly 
permitted above 80 feet. The Bill will now 
have to go through the report and third 
reading stages in the House of Lords, and it 
is expected that these will be little more than 
formal. The Bill with then come before 
the House of Commons. It may go through 
its second reading stage ‘“‘on the nod,” 


though this is hardly likely. It is 
more probable that persistent objection 
will be taken to the Bill, in which 


case the Chairman of Ways and Means has 
to allot a special day and hour (usually 
7 p.m.) for second reading. Then, if the 
Bill passes the stage, it goes before a Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, where 
it may be petitioned against, and the peti- 
tioners’ case put forward by counsel. 

It will thus be seen that it may be well 
into the summer before the Bill reaches the 
Statute Book. 

There was only one petition against the 
Bill in the Select Committee last week. This 
was put forward by English and Scottish 
Properties, Ltd., under their Common Seal, 
and by Mrs. Clare Fitzgerald Waters. Mr. 
Harold Willis, QC, and Mr. Eric Blain 
appeared as counsel for the promoters of the 
Bill, and Messrs. Dyson, Bell and Co. 
appeared as agents. Mr. A. M. Wallace 
appeared as counsel in support of the peti- 
tion, and Messrs. Martin and Co. appeared 
as agents. Lord Ailwyn was the chairman 
of the Committee. 


Mr. WILLIs, outlining the case for the Bill, 
explained that it covered a variety of sub- 
jects and conferred powers not only on the 
London County Council, but also on other 
authorities in the Metropolitan area. For 
the purpose of the present proceedings, the 
Committee were concerned only with Clause 
15, which extended the time for the compul- 
sory purchase of land by the Council. In 
1937, under the London County Council 
(General Powers) Act, Parliament conferred 
powers on the LCC to carry out a big street 
improvement scheme—the Notting Hill Gate 
Improvement. Anyone who had the misfor- 
tune to use Notting Hill Gate at the more 
crowded times of the day would observe only 
too vividly the need for road improvements 
there. It was contemplated that the scheme 
for road improvement would be combined 
with a scheme proposed by London Trans- 
port for joining up the two stations. At 
Notting Hill Gate the District line was on 
one side of the road, and the Central Lon- 
don line was on the other side, and if one 
changed one had to go outside and cross the 
road. It was part and parcel of this scheme 
that London Transport should build a new 
Station at which one could go to either line 
without crossing. The powers to carry out 
the works expired on October 1, 1944: the 
powers to buy compulsorily the lands needed 
expired on October 1, 1942. 

Under the war-time public Act called the 
Special Enactments (Extension of Time) Act, 
Departmental Orders were made in relation 


to the Notting Hill scheme in 1942, 1945 
and 1947. In the latter year, the LCC saw 
that it was practicable to reconsider the 
carrying out of the scheme, and further steps 
were taken with a view to purchasing further 
parcels of property. But at that time the 
Government of the day took a much closer 
interest in the expenditure of money and 
the use of labour for these sorts of schemes, 
and it became evident that authority to 
proceed would not be forthcoming. In the 
London County Council (General Powers) 
Act, 1951, the powers for compulsory pur- 
chase were further extended until October 1, 
1954, and under the present Bill the LCC 
were asking for a further three years’ exten- 
sion—the common period. 

The scheme was still regarded by the LCC 
and the Minister of Transport as one that 
must be carried out at some time: it was 
merely a question of time. The petitioners 
(two owners of property which it was pro- 
posed to acquire in West Mall), while having 
no desire to put any obstacle in the way 
of carrying out the works authorised by the 
1937 Act, submitted that it would be most 
inequitable and inflict great hardship on 
them if the LCC were empowered to acquire 
their property on the basis of the prices 
current in 1939. But this was simply not 
the issue. In no case would the 1939 price 
basis be accepted unless by some inconceiv- 
able change in the Town and Country 
Planning Bill now before Parliament the 
1939 price basis was resurrected. That was 
not at all likely, and therefore the present 
Bill could do the petitioners no harm. 

After evidence had been given by Mr. 
Herbert Charles Warren, FRICS, and Senior 
Assistant Valuer to the LCC, the Committee 
heard Mr. WALLACE, for the petitioners. He 
went fully into the history of the case, and 
said that his clients would be perfectly will- 
ing to accept as a fair and proper basis 
the “existing use value” laid down in the 
Planning Act of 1947. Values of house pro- 
perty had at least doubled since 1939, and 
it would be unfair and inequitable to take 
the 1939 basis. 

Mr. WILLIs, replying, said that Mr. 
Wallace was not criticising the Bill at all. 
He was criticising what Parliament did in 
the 1944 Act, when they introduced 1939 
prices. He would get the compensation 
which had already been fixed by Parliament. 
But if he was really saying, “ As a term 
for you, the London County Council, getting 
extended powers in those many other cases 
where you really do need them, then we 
two petitioners are to have the compensation 
fixed by Parliament put on to an entirely 
different basis,” then that was a very striking 
argument to put before a Parliamentary 
Committee. What about all the other people 
who had been bought out by the LCC in 
this area? They had had their compensa- 
tion fixed ‘on the basis applicable at the 
time the notices were served. What possible 
justification could there be for Mr. Wal- 
lace’s claim? Much as one felt sympathy 
with people who were affected by the 1939 
prices, Mr. Wallace’s argument could not 
possibly be accepted. 

THE CHAIRMAN announced that the Com- 
mittee were of opinion that the Bill must 
be allowed to proceed, and the Bill was 
accordingly ordered to be reported to the 
House. 
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PLAYGROUNDS FOR 
BLOCKS OF FLATS 


National Playing Fields Association’s 
Report 


JEEP concern with the picture revealed 

as a result of investigations carried oy 
on the provision of playgrounds for blocks 
of flats is expressed in a report* prepared 
by a special technical sub-committee of the 
National Playing Fields Association, under 
the chairmanship of Sir George Pepler, CB, 
PP.TPI, FRICS. The report was prepared 
at the request of the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government. 


The primary recommendation in the report 
is that more attention should be given to the 
play space needs of children when flats and 
their layout are being designed. The report 
includes a survey of existing playgrounds 
provided for flats in the London area, and 
it covers such matters as design, space stan- 
dards, equipment, fencing, planting, shelters 
and supervision. 


It would appear, states the committee, 
that only in very rare cases have architects 
been asked to give serious consideration to 
the provision of playground space for flats 
when designing the building. No serious 
attempt appears to have been made to ascer- 
tain the point of view of mothers with young 
children. 


“Where such provision has been made,” 
says the committee, “it is mostly inadequate, 
unimaginative, lacking in design and poorly 
maintained. It is obvious that an arid 
asphalt area with or without a few pieces 
of equipment is not a satisfactory solution. 
The unattractiveness is borne out by the 
fact that of the 104 visits made to play- 
grounds in the London area, children were 
seen on them on only 44 occasions. . . . visits 
were made in the early evening or during the 
school holidays.” 


Expressing its deep concern with the pic- 
ture revealed, the committee says it earnestly 
hopes that it will be obligatory in future for 
all new schemes (of flats) to be designed to 
include adequate playground provision in 
accordance with the recommendations set 
out in the report; a sufficient sum, it is stated, 
should be included in the estimates for this 
purpose. It is also urged that every effort 
should be made for improved playground 
provision for existing blocks of flats. 


The Landscape Architect’s Role 


Stating that the most important requitt 
ment is to make playgrounds attractive to 
children, the report says that designing and 
planning should therefore be carried out by 
persons who have not only an_ intimate 
knowledge of children’s needs but are also 
conversant with the principles of landscape 
architecture. ‘It is indeed essential that the 
landscape architect and the housing managet 
should be brought into close consultation 
during the preliminary discussions and 
through all the subsequent stages.” 


The report refers to the desirability of pt0- 
viding separate facilities for children of 
different ages, except on very small estates 
It is considered that an estate with 100 to 
130 children will need an absolute minimum 
of just over a quarter of an acre of play: 
ground space, assuming that there are 00 
public playgrounds for the older childrea 
within easy reach. 
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% Playgrounds for Blocks of Flats. Published b 
the National Playing Fields Association, 

Eccleston-square, S.W.1. Price 2s. 6d. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Housing Repairs and Rents Bill 


ON March 16, Standing Committee C of 
the House of Commons resumed con- 
sideration of the new clauses to the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Bill. 


Mr. BEVAN moved the following new 


clause : 


(EXTENSION OF POWERS OF LOCAL AUTHOR- 
JTIES UNDER PART V OF THE PRINCIPAL 
ACT.) 

“(1) The powers of a local authority under section 
seventy-two of the principal Act (which relates to the 
mode of provision of housing accommodation) may be 
exercised both for the provision of housing accommo- 
dation and for securing or promoting the recon- 
ditioning and maintenance of houses. 


“(2) For the removal of doubt it is declared that 
the powers of a local authority to acquire land, houses 
and buildings under section seventy-three of the prin- 
cipal Act (which confers such powers) may be exer- 
cised irrespective of the area of land or of the number 
of houses or buildings so acquired. 


(3) The power of a local authority to acquire land 
compulsorily under sub-section (1) of section seventy- 
four of the principal Act (which relates to the mode 
of acquisition of land for provision of accommodation) 
shall be extended to include power to acquire com- 
pulsorily in the like manner houses within the district 
of the local authority being dwelling houses to which 
the Rent Acts apply and which are vacant or occupied 
under controlled tenancies or statutory tenancies. 


(4) On the compulsory purchase of houses under 
the last foregoing sub-section the Acquisition of Land 
(Assessment of Compensation) Act, 1919, shall not 
apply, but reasonable compensation shall be paid by 
the local authority to such amount and in such manner 
as may be prescribed by the Minister by regulations 
in the form of a statutory instrument: 


“Provided that no such regulations shall be made 
until a draft thereof has been laid before Parliament 
and approved by resolutions of each house of Parlia- 
ment. 

“(5) In accordance with sub-sections (1) (3) and 
(4) of this section the amendments of the principal 
Act set out in the Schedule (Amendments of Part V 
of the principal Act) shall have effect. 


“(6) In this section and in the said amendments 
the expressions ‘ controlled tenancy,’ ‘ dwelling house,’ 
‘the Rent Acts’ and ‘statutory tenancy,’ shall 
args have the same meanings as in Part II of 

ct. 


He said that the Opposition believed that 
the aim of the Minister could best be 
achieved by making the local authorities 
themselves directly responsible for all classes 
of houses dealt with by the Bill. Three parties 
were involved in the Bill—the house, the 
tenant and the landlord. If the landlord 
were not in the way the objectives of -the 
Government would be quite easily achieved. 
All they would have to do would be to see 
that the repairs to the house were carried out. 
But, in order that the repairs might be done, 
or that they might believe that they would 
be done, so long as the landlord was there 
they had to secure that the tenant of the 
house put money in the pocket of the land- 
lord in the hope that the landlord would 
spend the money on the house. This tri- 
angle was part of their difficulty. It was 
now clear that there were many landlords 
who believed they would benefit under the 
Bill. In other words, all the money which 
would be secured from the tenant would not 
find its way to the house. 


An Unsolved Problem 


_ It had been said a part of our difficulty 
in this country arose from the fact that two 
world wars had interrupted the building and 
Tepair of houses. Although there was a great 
deal of truth in that it was not the main ex- 
Planation of our difficulty. The fact was 
that in modern industrial civilisation the 
Problem of housing, of providing shelter for 
millions of working-class people, had never 
been solved. Ever since the industrial revo- 
lution there had been an acute shortage of 
housing accommodation, not only in this 
country but elsewhere. Even in the United 
States of America, which had not suffered 
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from two world wars to the same extent 
as we had, there was an acute shortage of 
housing accommodation for the working 
class. 

Although it was true to say that food, 
shelter and clothing were the first requisites 
for civilised living—or for living at all— 
it happened to be a fact that in the provision 
of shelter principles of private enterprise had 
always broken down. One of the most im- 
portant requisites had never been properly 
provided, and there was good reason why that 
should be so. It was not fully realised that 
the building of a home was one of the most 
complicated processes known to mankind. It 
was simple enough when men were building 
kraals, but, with all the basic services which 
were required, the fitment of a modern house 
was an end product to which practically 
every industry made a contribution. The 
relationship of the home to industry generally 
was so intimate and so fundamental that most 
public works programmes designed to stimu- 
late industry started with schemes of public 
housing, because economists knew, and 
statesmen knew that if they could get a great 
scheme of house building started that itself 
would stimulate almost every industry. 

The house itself was not only of funda- 
mental importance to the individual; it was a 
social product of the utmost importance. 
That happened to be why the problem had 
never been solved because it was only at the 
end of a great industrial boom, when all the 
industries had been stimulated into produc- 
tion and all the means of house building 
were there, that house building actually 
started. House building never occurred to 
any great extent at the beginning of industrial 
expansion. It always took place at the end. 
Then, when the slump started—as it invari- 
ably did—in circumstances of that sort, house 
building once more languished. The whole 
history of building small residences was 
shown by a graph of that sort. In fact, no 
modern industrial nation had yet caught up 
with this problem. If it had caught up with 
the problem of the actual provision of small 
houses for renting by the population as a 
whole, it certainly had not caught up with the 
problem of repairing them. That was why 
the Opposition held the view that the whole 
subject might be lifted out of the area of 
private enterprise and made a great public 
service. It was because in point of fact they 
had not yet devised within the ambit of pri- 
vate economic adventure any proper way of 
providing for this problem that they thought 
that the bold and right thing to do now was 
to declare that private enterprise had failed 
and that they should make the public 
authorities responsible for the building, repair 
and maintenance of houses which fell within 
the Rent Restrictions Acts. 


The Opposition’s Fears 


Mr. BLENKINSOP, supporting the new 
clause, said that they had it on the basis of 
the .views of the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors that the Bill in its 
present form would result in a_ limited 
number of houses in a poor state of repair 
being repaired. Those landlords whose 
property was already reasonably well main- 
tained—the better-class property and so on 
—would possibly take advantage of the Bill 
to carry out some further repairs (possibly 
some further painting, decorations and other 
repairs) in order to secure the further 
advances in their rents. On the other hand, 
the property in which the bulk of the work- 
ing-class people lived might very well not 
be touched at all under the Bill, though the 
Opposition had a strong suspicion that many 
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of the landlords would try to secure the rent 
increases even though they did not do the 
repairs, 

The materials that were in short supply 
would be attracted to work that was of 
relatively little importance which would not 
deal with the real problem of house main- 
tenance with which they were concerned in 
the committee. The same would be true of 
labour—they would attract labour from the 
more important repair work to the less 
important work, and the Bill, therefore, as 
it stood, would not make the contribution 
that was originally claimed for it. Those 
claims had steadily been withdrawn by the 
Minister as the Bill had come under more 
consideration and examination. That was 
one of the obvious reasons why the 
machinery for carrying out the work of 
repair should be not the private landlord but 
the local authority. It was, after all, the 
local authority which could best ensure that 
the resources, limited as they were in man- 
power and materials, should be directed to 
those properties which were in most urgent 
need of repairs. The Minister’s proposals 
would, in fact, dissipate resources and would 
not concentrate them where they were most 
needed. 


Mr. HENRY BROOKE said that Mr. Bevan 
seemed to have overlooked entirely the very 
large increases of rents which the tenants 
of these houses would have to pay if they 
all became council tenants. The procedure 
in the new clause would inevitably raise the 
rents of millions of tenants by a larger 
amount than would be the increase under 
the Bill. The other point he wished to 
make was that his experience of watching 
the work was such that in the maintenance 
and repair of their property they did not 
Manage to secure a very economical unit 
cost. That more than offset the argument 
that there would be an advantage in carry- 
ing out repairs and maintenance methodi- 
cally and systematically over a whole terrace 
of houses. 


The Minister’s Reply 


Mr. MACMILLAN, the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government, replying to the 
debate, said he was advised that under the 
Act of 1936 local authorities had power to 
acquire all the residences occupied by mem- 
bers of the working class, and this had been 
extended by the Act of 1949. Therefore, 
sub-sections (1) and (2) of the new Clause 
were unnecessary. The third sub-section 
added nothing to the powers already 
possessed, and the fourth would establish 
a form of compensation which was not 
satisfactory. 

On the more general question, he said 
that the problem of the various forms of 
building and holding working-class property 
for letting purposes was very complicated. 
The Government did not claim that what 
had grown up through the ages was the only 
possible method. They envisaged every 
form and variety of effort to solve the prob- 
lem. They might need all kinds of new 
forms in the future. They had had the 
housing associations, the local authorities, 
the great charitable enterprises and the 
private landlords. Whereas Mr. Bevan 
would, if he succeeded in forcing his policy 
on the party, adopt only one solution, the 
Government envisaged many. Such a com- 
plex problem did not allow of a single and 
simple solution, and it was by a kind of 
co-operative effort such as the Government 
were trying to promote in the Bill that it 
would be solved, everybody playing a part— 
the landlords, the central authority, the 
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great housing associations, the new towns 
and the local authorities all working together 
to get a more rapid movement than was 
possible by any other means. He hoped the 
Committee would reject the new clause. 


Mr. BEvAN said that the Minister had 
declared that all the powers were available 
now. Hence it was clear that it would not 
be necessary for any future Labour Govern- 
ment to go to Parliament at all for any 
more powers in order to acquire these tent- 
restricted houses. The Labour Party were 
very grateful—for giving them advice that 
they now had the green light and could go 
ahead. 

Mr. MacmIiLLaN: The right hon. gentle- 
man had the green light in 1949 and did 
not go ahead. 


Mr. BEvAN: We are quite clear about it 
now! 

The new clause was negatived by 24 votes 
to 20. 


“ Small Houses” Definition 


Mr. MITCHISON moved a new clause 
(Possession or ejectment not to be ordered 
without proof of alternative accommodation 
in certain cases of agricultural employment). 
He explained that under Section 2 of the 
Housing Act, 1936, there was an obligation 
on landlords to make and keep fit for human 
habitation “small houses,” as they were 
commonly called. Those were houses let 
at a rent not exceeding £40 in London or 
£26 elsewhere. The obligation took the form 
of a condition to be implied in the letting, 
notwithstanding any provision to the con- 
trary. Since that time, for one reason or 
another, rents had increased, many of them 
considerably. It was obvious that there 
must now be numbers of houses which ought 
to be within the provisions of this section 
but were not, and the new clause simply 
extended that provision to all controlled and 
statutory tenancies. — 


Mr. MACMILLAN said that at first sight 
the new clause seemed very reasonable, and 
there was a considerable argument for 
extending the range of “small houses” to 
be protected so as to bring it more into 
harmony with that which was envisaged 
when the provision was first brought into 
our legislative system. Unfortunately, the 
matter was rather more subtle than that. It 
was not a question whether it was tidier and 
more logical to extend the range, but 
whether it might do harm to do so. He 
had been advised that to accept the clause 
as it stood might do harm, but he promised 
to consider the matter again before the report 
stage. 

On that understanding, 
withdrew the new clause. 


Mr. Mitchison 


Restrictions on Sale 


On March 18, Mr. CHETWYND moved a 
mew clause to place a restriction on the 
sale of houses which were subject to a notice 
served under Sections 9 and 11 of the princi- 
pal Act. He said that was necessary, because 
a few landlords who owned very dilapidated 
property were not willing to fulfil their 
Tesponsibilities to their tenants and keep 
their houses in a fit state. The cases he 
had in mind were those where a landlord 
had so neglected his property that the local 
authority had had to step in and issue an 
order for essential repairs, or, in some cases, 
for demolition. 

Mr. MarpLes, the Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
‘Government, said the Minister had great 
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sympathy with the object of the new clause, 
but its wording was very restrictive. It 
would prevent the owners from borrowing on 
mortgage the money which was necessarily 
required to comply with the notice or even 
from making a bana-fide sale to a local 
authority. He was not too sure if they could 
find a suitable form of words, but they would 
try before the report stage. 

On that understanding, the new clause 
was withdrawn. 


The Second Schedule 


On the Second Schedule (Proof of Past 
Repairs by Landlord) drafting amendments 
were agreed to, making it clear that the work 
concerned was “ repair work.” 

Mr. MaALey moved ‘an amendment to 
provide that landlords should spend 
six times instead of three times the 
statutory deduction on repairs. He said 
that in the case of a house whose statutory 
deduction was £8, the landlord would have 
to carry out repairs to the extent of £48 
before asking for his £16 increase in rent. 
Even that would give him a 333 per cent. 
return upon his capital investment, which 
was surely a very good one. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said if the amendment 
were accepted it would wreck the whole 
scheme. Its effect would be to benefit the 
worst landlords and penalise the best. Land- 
lords who had done nothing, having spent 
that six times the’ statutory deduction, 
might think it worth while. But for people 
who had kept their houses in good repair, 
the extra revenue might come to only one 
penny a day. The sum would be very small, 
varying from 3s. 6d. in some cases to a 
penny, 2d. or 6d. according to the present 
rents. It would penalise those people who 
had kept their houses in good repair, the 
very people to whom by back-dating they 
were trying to be fair. 


The amendment was negatived by 23 votes 
to 17. 

Mr. HorosBin moved an amendment to 
extend the period of notice to owners from 
two months to four. This was accepted by 
Mr. Macmillan and agreed to. 


Mr. MACMILLAN moved an amendment to 
enable the landlord to choose the three-year 
period (during which repair work had been 
done) to fit his particular accounting system. 


Mr. BEvAN feared that this might enable 
landlords to add an additional year. 


The amendment was carried. 


Mr. MACMILLAN moved the following 
amendment:— 


“In the case of a building containing two or 
more ‘dwelling-houses the landlord may elect that 
for the purposes of this Schedule the value of the 
work carried out on each of the dwelling-houses 
during any period shall be determined as follows: 

“*(a) there Shall be ascertained the aggregate 
value of all work carried out during that period 
either on the building or so as to enure solely for 
the benefit of premises comprised in the building; 

**(b) the value of the work carried out during 
that period on any of the dwelling-houses com- 
prised in the building shall be taken to be an 
amount which bears to the amount of the statu- 
tory repairs deduction for that dwelling-house the 
same proportion as the aggregate value mentioned 
in the last foregoing sub-paragraph bears to the 
aggregate of the amounts of the statutory repairs 
deductions for all the dwelling-houses comprised 
in the building.”’ 


He explained that the amendment was 
concerned with the case of a block of flats 
or a house consisting of two or more 
maisonettes. Normally, the landlord main- 
tained the building as a whole, but under 
the schedule he would have to evaluate each 
part of the property separately in order to 
claim the repairs increase. That was unnec- 
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essarily complicated and burdensome, and, 
in some cases, it would be difficult to say 
what percentage of the work done should 
be apportioned to each flat—for instance, 
work on the roof or common staircase, 
The amendment overcame that difficulty and 
forestalled any dispute or litigation that 
might arise. It enabled the landlord to take 
the total amount spent on the building as q 
whole, and if it exceeded the total of what 
he was required to expend on the whole of 
the flats he was deemed to have met the 
formula. That would seem a reasonable 
way of meeting cases of that kind. 


Mr. MITcHISON said he was not very 
happy about the amendment. He could 
imagine a block of flats in which it might 
suit the landlord to have a provision in 
regard to horizontal neighbours. It might 
be very unfair on the tenants of some of 
these flats to have some expenditure of a 
particular kind attributable to them by a pro- 
gress of apportionment which did not help 
them at all. 

Mr. BEVAN said this provision was out: 
rageous: a coach and four could be driven 
through it. 

The amendment was carried by 23 votes 
to 16. 


Committee Stage Concluded 

The schedule and the remaining schedules, 
and the title, having been agreed to, the 
Committee proceedings concluded with the 
usual votes of thanks to the Chairman. It 
was stated that there had been 22 sittings of 
the Committee. 


The Bill will now come before the House 
for the report stage, and after that the third 
reading. It will then have to go through 
all its stages in the House of Lords. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
Improvement Grants in Scotland 


On March 9, Sir IAN CLARK HUTCHISON 
asked the Secretary of State for Scotland if 
he could state the number of applications 
for improvement grants under Section III 
and Sections 105 and 110 of the Housing 
(Scotland) Acts, 1950 to 1952, that were 
approved during each of the calendar years 
1950, 1951, 1952 and 1953. 

Mr. JAMES StuarRT said that the numbers 
of applications approved were: 


Sections 105 and 110 
Section 111 (local authorities and 
(Private enterprise) development corpns.) 


1950 340 53 
1951 681 53 
1952 830 78 
1953 2,512 235 
Total 4,363 419 


Purchase of Works of Art 


On March 9, Dr. BARNETT StRoss asked 
the Minister of Works what was the total 
direct expenditure by Government Depart 
ments from public money on the com- 
missioning or purchase of works of art by 
living artists for the most recent available 
year and for 1938. 


Sir Davip Eccles said that no money 
from voted funds was spent in 1938 by 
Government Departments on the com- 
missioning or purchase of paintings and 
drawings by living artists. About £2,400 
had been spent in the present financial year. 


Pulp for Boards 

On March 9, MR. SPENCE asked the 
Minister of State, Board of Trade, as repre 
senting the Minister of Materials, whether 
he would now relax the control on the 
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importation of pulp for board and paper- 
making. 

Mr. HEATHCOAT Amory replied in the 
negative. He said that the import quotas 
for wood pulp had been gradually increased 
over the last two years. They were imposed 
for balance of payments reasons, and further 
relaxation depended upon the development 
of our balance of payments position. 


Art Galleries 


On March 9, Dr. Stross asked the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer what financial 
assistance had been given by the Arts 
Council to prevent the closure of private art 
galleries and museums owing to lack of 
funds. 

Mr. BUTLER said that the Council had 
made no grant specifically to prevent such 
institutions from closing. 


Kingwood Common 


On March 9, Mr. Hastincs asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that the Henley Rural 
District Council were preparing to enclose 
part of Kingwood Common contrary to the 
provisions of the Nettlebed and District 
Commons Act, 1906; and what action he 
proposed to take. 


Mr. MaRPLEs said the Minister was aware 
that the Council wished to use about 15 
acres of the Common for housing purposes, 
but he understood they were considering 
questions of procedure. 


New Valuation Lists 


On March 11 Mr. HENRY BROOKE asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment by what date the new valuation lists 
were likely to be ready. 


Mr. MACMILLAN said he had just made an 
order postponing the coming into force of 
the new lists until April, 1956. While the 
revaluation could be completed at an earlier 
date on the present basis, he considered it 
essential to simplify the statutory procedure 
for appeals and to provide for certain other 
improvements such as a new method of rat- 
ing Gas Boards before the lists were finally 
deposited. There was not sufficient time in 
the present session for the legislation 
required. 


Bankside Power Station 


On March 16, in reply to Sir Herbert 
Williams, the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, 
Mr. MarPLEs, said that the technical advice 
given before the Bankside power station 
project was approved was to the effect that 
sulphur and other noxious fumes could be 
eliminated, but that experiments with a pilot 
plant should first be carried out to determine 
the best method. That was done and a gas 
washing plant designed in the light of those 
— had been installed in the power 
Station. 


Air Pollution 


On March 16, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
when the next report of the Air Pollution 
Committee was expected; and to what extent 
this Committee was concerned with the 


influence of air pollution on the increase in 
cancer, 


MR. Marptes, who replied, said he under- 
stood that the Committee expected to 
Present a further report before the end of 

© summer. The Committee’s interim 
Teport contained a very clear statement of 
the main facts at present known about air 
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pollution and the preventive measures 
already in operation, and he would ask hon. 
members to await their next report on 
possible further action. The Minister had, 
however, just received from the Committee 
some interim recommendations about the 
need for fuller measurements of air pollu- 
tion and for extended research into the 
problems of pollution by sulphur com- 
pounds. These were now being studied. The 
Committee was already in close touch with 
the Medical Research Council in regard to 
the influence of air pollution on human 
health. The Minister believed that the 
creation of smokeless zones in suitable areas 
had a useful part to play in reducing air 
pollution, and he had recently assured the 
local authorities who possessed the neces- 
sary powers of his readiness to consider 
proposals for further smokeless zones. 


Temporary Houses on Open Spaces 


On March 16, Mr. ANTHONY GREENWOOD 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government what steps he was taking to 
ensure that open spaces at present occupied 
by temporary housing would be made avail- 
able once again to the public as soon as 
the housing situation permitted. 


Mr. MarpPLes said he would refer the 
hon. member to Clause 14 of the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Bill. 


Mr. GREENWOOD asked if this reply meant 
that the Minister was satisfied that as soon 
as it was possible from the housing point 
of view to release these open spaces they 
would be returned for the full enjoyment of 
the public. 


Mr. Marptes: Yes. The Minister has 
two conflicting pressures on him—one from 
the housing section of the local authorities, 
who wish to keep the open spaces, and 
another from the parks section, who need 
these places as open spaces. I think Mr. 
Greenwood will see from the Bill that a 
reasonable compromise has been reached. 


Dounreay Atomic Plant 


On March 16, Sir Davin EcctEs, Minister 
of Works, replying to questions by Mr. 
Nabarro about the Dounreay atomic energy 
plant. said that it would be an adventure 
into unexplored territory. The construction 
of the plant was expected to take four to 
five years. It was too early, because of 
developments which may be incorporated in 
the design, to give a definite figure of cost, 
but it might be about £15m. The Lord 
President of the Council would bear in mind 
the suggestion of putting a model in the 
House, but for this further study of plans 
was needed. 


It was expected that the peak labour force 
for construction at Dounreay would be 
about 2,000 men, of whom over half will 
be unskilled. The nature of the operations 
made it unlikely that there would be part- 
time or seasonal employment. 


Palace Hotel, Aberdeen 


On March 16, Mr. HEcTor HuGHEs asked 
the Minister of Works what were his plans 
for licences for development of the site of 
the Palace Hotel, Aberdeen; when he would 
grant the licence for the work; and when it 
would commence. 


Sir Davip Ecctes said that the local 
authority had been consulted and he had 
decided to grant a licence for the develop- 
ment of this site. Work could start as soon 
as plans were ready. 


Aberdeen Stone Industry 


On March 16, Mr. Hector HuGuHEs asked 
the Minister of Works if he would specify 
in detail his plans for helping the Aberdeen 
stone industry by granting an increase in 
licences for building new shops and big 
industrial and commercial buildings; what 
these buildings were; where they would be 
situated; and when the licences would be 
granted. 


Sir Davip EcctEs said that licences were 
now being granted more freely for the types 
of buildings which used stone. Some of 
these buildings would call for Aberdeen 
stone and orders had already been placed 
with Aberdeen quarries. He hoped more 
would follow. 


Building In Wales 


On March 16, Mr. Gower asked the 
Minister of Works what plans he had for 
further extensions of building in Wales this 
year; if he would specify the nature and 
location of any major projects contemplated. 


Sm Davip Ecctes said that in Wales, as 
elsewhere in the United Kingdom, he was 
ready to licence work up to the limit of 
the capacity of the building industry. The 
following was a list of major works in pro- 
gress and in prospect in Wales: 


Major projects started in 1953: 

Cold reduction plant, Velindre .. 
Margam Steel Works é es 

Steel plant, Ebbw Vale ‘ ae 

New shipyard, Newport, Mon. .. ts 
Phurnacite plant, Aberamman, Glam. .. 


Other projects costing more than £200,000 
recently licensed or authorised: 
National Oil Refineries, Ltd., concrete 
jetty, Swansea Docks .. oa - 
Opencast coal workings, Enigon, Glam. 
Rebuilding of W.D. property for British 
Home Stores, Cardiff .. a ip 
Offices and buildings for British Nylon 
Spinners, Ltd., Pontypool ais = 
Grammar/Modern school, Harlech, 
Merioneth .. - . ae oa 
Vyrnwy Aqueduct .. as oP 
ater scheme for Brecknock RDC 
Opencast coal, Kenfig, Glam. .. 
Opencast coal, Blaenavon, Mon. .. ie 
Coal preparation plant, Fardre, Glam. .. 
School, Swansea oe ae a 
Opencast coal, Cwngwrach, Glam. 
CWS store, Swansea ae we 
Margam Wharf acd “a - 
Water scheme, Llandilo_ .. os ae 
Water scheme at Dee Valley and Bala 
Lake. . aa ue as Ae oe 


The Ministry of Works expected to let 
contracts amounting to £250,000. There is 
also in prospect a substantial programme of 
defence works and of work for the National 
Coal Board and the rebuilding of blitzed 
damage in Swansea. 


Hyde Park Elms 


On March 16, Mr. Dopps asked the 
Minister of Works if he would make a state- 
ment disclosing if a decision had yet been 
taken about felling elms in Hyde Park, and 
to what extent such felling was to take place. 

Sir Davip Ecc es said that one-third of 
the trees in Hyde Park were elms. These 
were now being examined. When he had the 
report he would consider whether any must 
be taken down. 


Housing at Harlow New Town 


On March 16, Mr. GRAEME Fintay asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment if he was aware of certain defective 
workmanship in houses in the new town of 
Harlow; and that this had been the subject 
of representations of tenants’ associations in 
the new town. 


Mr. MarPLES, who replied, said that some 
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complaints had been made about a rela- 
tively small number of houses, These were 
being thoroughly investigated by the Deve- 
lopment Corporation. The Minister was 
confident that the Corporation were dis- 
charging their responsibilities in this matter 
without delay. 


Schools-Building Plans 


On March 18, Mr. JAMES JOHNSON asked 
the Minister of Education what steps she 
was taking to get the schools-building pro- 
gramme into line with the house-building 
programme, particularly in new estates in 
the suburbs of London. 


MIss HorsBRUGH said she was doing all 
in her power to achieve this objective, both 
in the suburbs of London and elsewhere, by 
means of the careful allocation of sufficient 
building resources, by the encouragement of 
local consultation and co-ordination and by 
practical advice on the design and construc- 
tion of new schools. 


Mr. KING asked the Minister of Educa- 
tion what contro] her department exerted 
over the cost and price of new-type school 
buildings erected by large firms of con- 
tractors, in order that the country might 
secure full value for money spent up to 
the limits per place fixed by her department. 

Miss HorsBruGH said that her depart- 
ment applied the same limit of net cost to 
every school of a given size and type. Each 
new system of construction used for school- 
building was therefore indirectly in com- 
petition with the others and with various 
traditional methods of construction. Where 
the Ministry’s Development Group had been 
associated with manufacturers and _ local 
education authorities in the development of 
a new system, the design of each element 
of the building had been controlled by means 
of the technique of cost planning. The pur- 
pose of this procedure was described in 
Building Bulletin No. 4; it was to ensure 
that the building as a whole and each of 
its constituent elements represented good 
value for money. 


Building at Broadmoor 


On March 18, Mr. REMNANT asked the 
Minister of Health what were the plans 
to enlarge Broadmoor Hospital. 


Mr. MACLEOD said there were no present 
proposals for increasing the number of places 
for patients. It was hoped to start building 
12 staff cottages at an early date. 


DIRECT LABOUR 
Report on Cheltenham’s Organisation 


CHELTENHAM Corporation housing com- 
mittee, in a report on its direct labour organi- 
sation inaugurated a year ago, says: “ The 
cost during the year was approximately 
£2,700, and should be compared with the sum 
of approximately £35,000, being the annual 
expenditure on repairs and maintenance.” 
The borough treasurer said that so far as 
could be judged with the limited comparative 
data available, the costs were not excessive 
in relation to the costs of houses painted by 
contract. The workmanship was of good 
quality. Most of the work was external 
decorations, and the cost of completed jobs 
amounted to £17 8s. 6d. per house for 106 
“No Fines’ houses, and £12 10s. per house 
for four traditional houses. 

Overhead charges included depreciation of 
equipment on a five-year basis and a small 
proportion of the salaries of the repairs 
superintendents, and nothing was included for 
office expenses or management. 
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Eleven-storey “Point” Blocks on LCC Estates 
Addresses at the Architectural Association 


N connection with a projected visit by 
Architectural Association students to 
two London County Council housing estates 
(one at Princes Way, Putney Heath, and the 
other at Portsmouth-road, Roehampton) a 
meeting was held at the AA, 36, Bedford- 
square, WCl, on March 17. It was 
addressed by Mr. Oliver Cox, ARIBA, and 
Mr. H. G. Gillett, ARIBA. 

The proceedings were opened by Mr. R. T. 
BECK saying that the purpose of the meet- 
ing was to describe two housing estates, one 
complete and the other almost so. These 
had been put up by the new Housing Divi- 
sion in the Architect’s Department of the 
LCC, and were a first example of mixed 
development, i.e., of proximity on one site 
of houses, flats and maisonettes. This was 
the case both in the Princes Way estate and 
the Portsmouth-road one. 

Mr. GILLETT said the site of Princes 
Way estate had been occupied by 
Edwardian houses with very nice gardens 
and an enormous number of _ trees. 
It included one garden designed by 
Joseph Paxton. The layout of the housing 
estate had been very much conditioned by 
the features of the site, the endeavour being 
made to preserve the trees and gardens. This 
was One reason for using point blocks which 
gave the advantage of very small coverage 
for the amount of dwelling space on the site. 

An endeavour had been made to give 
gardens to all cottages and maisonettes, as 
far as possible. This was a difficult problem 
because it was necessary to put such gardens 
into positions where they would not interfere 
with the more formal and tidy areas where 
there were open greens. The endeavour had 
been made to site the point blocks by open 
ground, but in one case, because of the 
objections of an adjoining owner, it had been 
necessary to keep the height of the block to 
eight storeys instead of eleven. 

Each point block had two staircases and 
two lifts: this increased the cost of building 
and made it even more important to be 
economical in other directions. | Another 
difficulty was that of getting water to the top 
of the tall blocks of flats: in this case booster 
pumps had been installed to force the water 
up. 
The maisonettes were of cross-wall con- 
struction. One of the difficulties in their 
case was the necessity of insulation against 
sound whenever a living-room was over a 
bedroom, or vice versa. 

For the cottages again the cross-wall type 
of construction had been applied. Here 
timber was used for the first floor and for the 
roof. In all other cases floors and roofs 
were of reinforced concrete. Timber was 
cheaper, but its use conditioned plans, and 
often the cross-wall plan was not the best 
for timber joists. Lifts were not used for 
maisonettes. 

Mr. Cox followed with a description of 
the Portsmouth-road site. He said that 
when taken over this site had consisted of a 
series of large Victorian houses, one of 
which had not yet been bought by the LCC. 
On the site of every such house they had put 
up a point block, putting it on the east side 
of the site so as to overlook open space. 
Each block was surrounded by Victorian 
gardens in a fine state of preservation. The 
siting of the point blocks had avoided their 
being reduced in height because of objections 
by adjoining owners. It also allowed scale 
to be led up from the two-storey blocks by 


way of maisonettes and four-storey flats to 
the tall blocks. The remaining buildings 
were mostly three-storey blocks of one-room 
flats chiefly intended for old people. There 
were garages, a row of shops and a club 
room. There was an adjacent site for a pub. 
lic-house. Both the estates were in the 109 
persons per acre area. Sixty per cent. of the 
accommodation was in the flats. There were 
gardens to the cottages and maisonettes. The 
two-storey houses cost around £1,400 to 
£1,500 to build. Blocks came nearer to 
£2,000 per dwelling. Maisonettes were ip 
between these costs. The figures given did 
not include central heating. 

Mr. Cox showed the typical floor plan of 
the point block with two staircases and two 
lifts, and with four flats on each floor. All 
flats had balconies, two facing west, one 
south and the other one east. There had 
been difficulties in orientation, but it had 
been possible to have only one bedroom and 
one dining-room-kitchen per floor facing 
north. Refuse disposal was taken care of by 
a couple of chutes, each going half a flight 
lower than ground level. The refuse was 
then taken out at the back. There were a 
number of types of terrace houses. The 
construction of these houses was traditional 
except that their roof timbers rested on pre- 
stressed purlins. They had fairly shallow 
pitched roofs. There were nine-inch walls 
between terraces. 


List of Subsidies 

In reply to a question as to subsidies, Mr. 
Cox said they got a Government subsidy for 
the estate based partly on land cost and 
partly on density. There was a subsidy for 
houses, a separate subsidy for flats and a 
third subsidy for lifts. Besides these Gov- 
ernment subsidies there was a contribution 
from rates by the London County Council. 
In this case buildings had cost £1,500,000 and 
land just over £100,000. The rent of a two- 
bedroom point block flat was between 20s. 
and 25s. a week. On top of that there was 
an estimated figure of 9s. a week for central 
heating. An endeavour had been made to 
provide central heating for the maisonettes, 
but the cost in that case would probably have 
been 12s. per week for each maisonette. 

Asked whether point blocks were more or 
less expensive to erect than slab blocks, Mr. 
Cox said slab blocks were cheaper because 
the cost of lifts and stairs was spread over 4 
greater number of dwellings. 

A question was asked as to the use of the 
Garchey. system of refuse disposal. Mr. Cox 
replied that this matter had been turned 
down on account of cost. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


ScHOOL CONSTRUCTION, 1953. (London: 
Councils and Education Press, Ltd.) Price 
10s. 6d. 

How To Estimate. Appendix to 11th Ed. 
By J. T. Rea. Compiled by A. E. Baylis. 
(London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) Price 3s. 64. 

Tue Moputor. By Le Corbusier. (Lor 
don: Faber and Faber, Ltd.) Price 25s. 

GEOMETRY OF CONSTRUCTION. 2nd Ed. 
By T. B. Nichols and Norman Keep. (Lon- 
don: Cleaver-Hume Press, Ltd.) Price 
8s. 6d. 

REGISTER OF SURVEYORS, LAND AGENTS, 
AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE AGENTS, 1953-54 
Thomas Skinner and Co. (Publishers), Lt 
Price 40s. post free. 
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THE BUILDER 


ARCHITECTS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL 
Eighty-Eighth Ordinary Meeting 


MEMORANDUM prepared by_ the 

Registrar on the subject of disciplinary 
rocedure was approved by the Architects’ 
Registration Council of the United Kingdom 
at its eighty-eighth ordinary meeting, held 
on March 19. Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews, 
OBE, FRIBA, ARICS, was in the chair. 

In his memorandum THE REGISTRAR said 
that it was becoming necessary to review 
their arrangements for dealing with disci- 
plinary matters and to draw up a scheme 
of procedure that would make provision for 
every class of offence from trivial matters 
to offences deserving removal from the 
Register. ; 

The matter had become more pressing 
owing to a recent decision that the con- 
stituent bodies should refer all serious 
offences to the Registration Council in the 
first instance, with the result that they were 
receiving a much larger number of cases 
than formerly. 

The following procedure was suggested : — 

“The Registrar should send the architect 
a copy of the affidavit of complaint with 
the intimation that in the view of the 
Council the charges made against him in 
the affidavit constitute a prima-facie case of 
disgraceful conduct, but that, even if the 
charges are well founded, they are not of 
so serious a character as to merit his 
removai from the register. Accordingly the 
conditions of Section 7 (3) of the Principal 
Act are not fulfilled and there is no occasion 
for a formal inquiry by the Discipline com- 
mittee. Nevertheless the Council feel that 
there is a case to answer and they request 
the architect’s explanation of his conduct. 
in addition to any written communication 
he may desire to make, they invite him, if 
he thinks fit, to attend a meeting of the 
Professional Purposes committee (or a sub- 
committee) at a date to be arranged. 

“If the architect replies (or attends the 
committee) the Council may then either (i) 
notify him that they are satisfied and that 
the case is closed; or (ii) notify him that 
they are not satisfied with his explanation 
and, where it is thought to be necessary, 
require him to be more circumspect in 
future. 

“If the architect does not reply or refuses 
an explanation it will be appropriate for 
the Council to reprimand him on the facts 
of the complaints alleged against him without 
further inquiry. 

“The Disciplinary Regulations deal only 
with formal matters and there is accordingly 
no reference in them to the alternative ways 
in which an affidavit of complaint may 
originate, viz: (i) by an independent com- 
plainant; (ii) by the Solicitor Complainant 
to whom allegations of misconduct are 
referred by the Registrar’s office for investi- 
gation. 

“As the Discipline committee have no 
power to award costs, the expense of bring- 
ing proceedings is a material factor in all 
cases under (i). At the time the Disciplinary 
Regulations were drawn up, in 1933, it was 
evidently the intention that if the com- 
plainant whose affidavit had been referred 
by the Council to the Discipline committee 
failed to appear before the committee and 
conduct his case, it should be open to the 
Discipline committee, if they thought fit, 
to instruct the solicitor to the Council to 
produce the evidence and conduct the case. 
This provision, which is made in paragraph 


8 of the Disciplinary Regulations, was pre- 
sumably in order to secure that where a 
complaint was disclosed which obviously 
must be investigated in the interests of the 
profession, it should not be allowed to lapse 
merely owing to the failure of the com- 
plainant to press his case. In fact, however, 
this procedure has not been practicable until 
quite recently, and where there has been 
a dispute between parties it has hitherto 
been the normal practice to leave it entirely 
to the complainant to conduct his case and 
bear the resultant expenses, though if the 
Council consider that it is in the interests 
of the profession that a case should be 
investigated, they may agree to bear the 
whole or part of the costs. There is, how- 
ever, no satisfactory procedure for obtain- 
ing a prompt decision on this point. 

“This matter is of some importance. It 
is believed that in several cases parties have 
refrained from pursuing their complaints 
owing to the expense.” 


Admission to the Register 


The Council approved the admission to 
the Register of 298 applicants. Of these. 
292 qualified by examination under Section 
6 (1) (c) of the Principal Act, five qualified 
under Section 6 (1) (d) of the Principal Act, 
and under Regulation 26 (a) (3)—architects 
resigned, seeking readmission, and one 
applied under Section 6 (1) (d) of the Prin- 
cipal Act and Regulation 26 (b)—application 
supported by the “-unattached” representa- 
tives. 

The total number of applications under 
the 1938 Act and Regulations 26 (a), (2), 
(5), (7) and (b) was 5,633; 3,973 of these 
were recommended for admission, 1,455 were 
rejected and 205 were withdrawn. 

Following the report of the Board of 
Architectural Education, Mr. VINCENT BURR 
made a statement drawing attention to a 
question that he had raised for the first time 
in 1942 on the standard of admission to 
the Register, with particular reference to the 
candidate’s practical experience. He advo- 
cated, at that time, that candidates should 
have at least two years’ practical experience 
before being admitted to the Register. 

In 1949, after it had been agreed that the 
examination in professional practice should 
be held 12 months after the ordinary final 
examination, he seconded a resolution which 
was passed by the Council to the effect that 
the schools should be invited to review the 
period of professiona] practice within two 
years, with a view to its extension. 

“In fact,” he continued, ‘‘ that has proved 
to be impossible since, under pressure from 
the students concerned, the requirement of a 
period of 12 months’ practical experience was 
postponed until 1955. 

“Our regulations have, however, been 
amended, and now require the passing of the 
new examination in Professional Practice and 
Practical Experience after the ordinary 
Finals, and I understand that this examina- 
tion has been held regularly, a candidate 
being required to show at least four months’ 
practical experience before or two, months’ 
practical experience after passing his School 
Final. Nevertheless, this drastic shortening 
of the period of practical experience should 
not affect the standard of the examination 
and it seems to me desirable that this Coun- 


cil should have some information about the 
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nature of the examination and the conditions 
under which it is held.” 

He then asked if the Council could have 
the following informafion:— 


(1) Was the examination in Professional 
Practice and Practical Experience oral or 
written? 


(2) What information was available as to 
the percentage of passes and rejections? 


(3) Arising out of rumours he had heard 
that in some cases the proportion. of rejec- 
tions was high, could the Council have some 
information thereon, i.e., was this generally 
the case or were some schools more lenient 
than others? 


(4) Could the Council have some examples 
of the types of question asked? 

This, he submitted, was a matter of con- 
siderable importance. He was frequently 
hearing complaints that newly registered 
architects coming straight from their school 
examinations were very far from the standard 
which should naturally be expected from 
such training and, in his opinion, this state 
of things would not be cured unless the 
examination in Professional Practice and 
Practical Experience was a searching test of 
practical knowledge. 

In addition, he once again urged, what he 
first urged’ in 1942, that every possible step 
should be taken at the earliest possible 
moment to make arrangements whereby each 
Candidate for Registration had at least two 
years’ practical experience before being 
admitted to the Register. 


The Examination 


Mr. ANTHONY M. Cuitty, chairman of 
the Board of Architectural Education, in 
answering the questions asked by Mr. 
Burr, said that the examination was in two 
sections, the first written and the second oral. 
The number of applicants who passed, given 
as a percentage of the total, ranged between 
87 and 94 per cent. He could not say 
whether some schools were more lenient 
than others, but there were bound to be 
some small variation between them. With 
regard to the type of question asked, he said 
that, to his mind, they were very searching 
both in range and in their specific appli- 
cation, and he read out a typical question. 

THE CHAIRMAN said that the rules of pro- 
cedure would not allow a discussion unless 
Mr. Burr made a resolution. 

Mr. Burk said he had anticipated this and 
had drawn up the following two resolutions 
which he would be prepared to put to the 
Council separately or together :— 


(1) That the Board of Architectural Edu- 
cation be asked to report to the Council as 
early as possible on the nature and standard 
of the examination in practical experience. 


(2) That this Counci] expresses, very 
strongly, the opinion that every candidate 
for registration should have not less than 
two years’ practical experience before taking 
the examination in practical experience and 
trusts that the examining bodies will give 
their urgent attention to this important 
question. 

At the request of the chairman, Mr. Burr 
then formally put the first resolution to the 
Council which was seconded by Mr. E. W. 
Chapman. 

In moving this, Mr. Burr said he was per- 
turbed to think that 87 to 94 per cent. of 
the candidates passed the examination in 
practical experience after only four months’ 
experience before or two months after pass- 
ing the School Final. 

Referring to the percentages, Mr. Chitty 
thought they were a little misleading. 


K 
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The period mentioned by Mr. Burr was a 
minimum and these concessions had been 
made to cater for ex-service students. Since 
their implementation the position had 
improved and would go on improving and 
he therefore thought that too much import- 
ance should not be attached to them. 

A member asked if the examination 
included questions on the Code of Pro- 
fessional Practice. 

Mr. Cuitty said it did and read out the 
syllabus. 

Mr. DENIS POULTON said the Regent- 
street Polytechnic examination in December 
covered professional conduct, liabilities, fees, 
advice to client, the London Building Act, 
and variations. 

Mr. W. H. SCANLAN said that examina- 
tions had their limitations. He considered 
that no matter how many papers were pre- 
pared or how many questions asked it was 
only the practical experience that was going 
to count. 

A member, who spoke as a teacher, said 
there was much to be said for, and many 
advantages to be gained from, getting prac- 
tical experience before taking the School 
Final—during the course. 

After further discussion the chairman put 
Mr. Burr’s resolution to the Council, when 
the voting was 13 to 17 against. 

In the discussion of Mr. Burr’s second 
resolution a member criticised the young 
men coming into the profession, and another 
member asked if it was not a question of 
the older generation always having this atti- 
tude towards the younger. He thought that 
the only way to get practical experience was 
to have it. 

Agreeing with this view, a further member 
said he was satisfied that the Board were 
giving the matter their wholehearted con- 
sideration and was of the opinion that 
nothing would be gained by this particular 
resolution. 

_Another member said it would be a great 
pity to change the period they had in mind 
until they had given it a fair trial. 

Mr. A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER disagreed 
with those who criticised the younger genera- 
tion. In his opinion, the young men coming 
from the schools to-day were much better 
than they had ever been. 

It was then suggested that the resolution 
should be withdrawn, and Mr. Burr said 
he would be happy to do so, particularly 
as he was satisfied that the matter had had 
a good airing. 


Annual Accounts 


The Finance and General Purposes Com- 
mittee submitted the accounts and balance- 
sheet for the year ended December 31, 1953, 
and these were approved, 

The committee reported that up to Feb- 
ruary 26, 75 per cent. of the fees due had 
been paid, compared with 74 per cent. for 
the same period in 1953. They also reported 
that, in accordance with the Council’s 
instructions of October 16, 1953, the names 
of 26 architects resident overseas were 
removed from the Register on January 28 
ee for non-payment of their 1953 retention 
ees. 

During 1953, 971 names were added to 
the Register, 89 names were restored to the 
Register, and 541 names were removed from 
the Register owing to deaths, resignations 
and other causes, leaving 18,158 names on 
the Register on December 31, 1953. 

The Professional Purposes Committee 
reported a case to the Council in which 
an architect was commissioned to design a 
new vicarage for a parochial church council. 
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Upon a change in the vicar of the parish, 
the architect’s appointment was terminated 
and a second architect appointed, who did 
not communicate with the architect first 
employed. On being asked for an explana- 
tion by the Solicitor Complainant, the second 
architect had replied that he was told by 
the vicar that the first architect had been 
paid off, and in the circumstances it did 
not appear to him necessary to communicate 
with the first architect. 

The committee have warned the second 
architect that while there is no prima-facie 
case of disgraceful conduct for report to 
the Discipline Committee, he has failed to 
comply with Principle VI, Example (ii), of 
the Code of Conduct, which required him 
to inform the architect last employed before 
accepting instructions to proceed with any 
work. 


At the twenty-second annual meeting that 
followed, Mr. Denis Poulton was elected 
chairman and Mr. Howard V. Lobb vice- 
chairman. The constitution of the Council 
for 1954-55 will be made up from the follow- 
ing appointments and elections :— 


By the Council of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects.—Harold Anderson, H. Beaty-Pownall, 
J. T. Castle, L. A. Chackett, Dr. F. F. C. Curtis, 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler, R. O. Foster, P. G. Freeman, 
P. K. Hanton, J. K. Hicks, Howard L. Kelly, Cecil 
Kennard, *H. Martin Lidbetter, Howard V. Lobb, 
E. D. Lyons, S. W. Milburn, T. E. North, *J. T. W. 
Peat, Denis Poulton, *F. L. Preston, A. L. Roberts, 
W. A. Rutter, Ernest Seel. R. H. Uren, *A. Neville 
Ward. 

By the Council of the Incorporated Association of 
Architects and Surveyors.—L. A. Butterfield. I. G. 
Foster, A. P. Lambert. 

By the Council of the Faculty of Architects and 
Surveyors.—N. J. Rushton. 

By the Council of the Architectural Association 
(London).—J. M. Austin-Smith, D. Clarke-Hall. J 
Brandon-Jones, *Gontran Goulden. 

By the Council of the Association of Building Tech- 
nicians.—H. Moncrieff, Pyne. 

By the Councils of Provincial Associations.—A. E. 
Geens, A. Newton Thorpe. 

By ‘‘ Unattached ”’ Architects.—Vincent Burr, E. W. 
eae, J. H. Melville. W. H. Scanlan, H. E. G. 

tripp. 

By the Council of the Royal Society of Ulster 
Architects.—J. D. McCutcheon. 

By the Minister of Education.—F. Bray. 

By the Minister of Housing and Local: Govern- 
ment.—G. J . Gray. 

By the Minister of Works.—G. Ford. 

By the Department of Health for Scotland.—T. A. 
Jeffryes. 

By the Governor of Northern Ireland.—T. F. O. 
Rippingham. 

By the Council of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors.—*. E. C. Strathon. 

By the Council of the Institution of Structural 
Engineers.—F. R. Bullen. 

By the Council of the Institution of Municipal 
Engineers.—*F. H. Clinch. 

By the Council of the Society of Engineers.—W. R. 
Howard. 

By the Council of the Institute of Builders.—Lt.-Col. 
I. L. Roney-Dougal. 

By the Council of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers.—D. E. Woodbine Parish. 

By the Council of the National Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Operatives.—Sir Richard Coppock. 


*New Appointments 


LAND USE 
Its Relationship to the Life of Buildings 


A LECTURE on “ Land use and the Life of 
Buildings,” was read to the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors on March 1, by Mr. 
J. F. Q. Switzer, MA, PASI, who summarised 
his conclusions as follows:— 

1. Investigation is needed into the life of 
buildings constructed in different materials 
and the cost of maintaining them. 

2. In deciding on the structure for any 
building the lowest equivalent annual cost 
will be the criterion, provided that this does 
not imply a life longer than the probable 
economic life. Such an excess may, how- 
ever, be made inevitable by the requirements 
of structure and appearance. 

3. The saving on the initial and mainte- 
nance costs of short-life buildings would have 
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to be substantial to offset relatively higher 
annual amortization charges. Unless the 
saving is substantial, or it is known that the 
building will be required for a short period 
only, one should build more permaiiently ip 
the hope that the building will prove to be 
useful and give some years of “free” life 
after it has been amortized. 

4. Where possible one should aim to 
extend economic life by means of adapt. 
ability in structure and by skilful manage- 
ment. 


* PERKINS HEIGHTS ” SCHEME 
REJECTED BY LCC 


Committee to Appeal 


PADDINGTON’S housing and town planning 
committee is to appeal to the Minister of 
Housing against the refusal of the London 
County Council to grant planning permis. 
sion for their “Perkins Heights” scheme 
at Paddington Green. 

The proposal was to. build three 
“Y”-shaped 15-storey blocks of flats to 
accommodate 1,092 persons, in an area 
immediately to the north of Paddington 
Green between Church-street, Hall-place and 
St. Philip’s-place. The LCC give the follow- 
ing reasons for the refusal of permission for 
the development:— 


(1) The proposed development does not 
accord with the County of London Develop- 
ment Plan, 1951, in that (a) a major part of 
the proposed site is defined in the Develop- 
ment Plan for the site of the St. Marylebone 
County College, and (b) the proposed den- 
sity of 320 persons per acre does not con- 
form with the zoned density of 136 persons 
per acre and is considered excessive; 


(2) The layout and design of the scheme 
generally are considered unsatisfactory, 
involving inadequate sunlighting, _ single- 
aspect flats and unsatisfactory road layout, 
and are further considered to be out of scale 
with surrounding development, particularly 
St. Mary’s Church. 


CAMPS USED FOR HOUSING 


Recommendation That Many Should Be 
Closed 


THE CLOSURE as soon as possible of all 
Service camps in use for housing other than 
those which have been acquired by local 
authorities is recommended in the final 
report published on March 23 of the Work- 
ing Party on Requisitioned Properties in Use 
for Housing. The Working Party dealt with 
the problem of requisitioned houses in two 
earlier reports already published, and left 
the question of camps for consideration in 
their final report. 

In general, states the report, the camps 
acquired by local. authorities compared 
favourably in standards of construction, 
amenity and durability with the temporary 
houses provided by the Government at the 
end of the war. The Working Party con- 
fined their attention to the 1,300 other camps 
in England and Wales. These house 22,000 
families and are almost all on requisitioned 
land. 

The Working Party recommend that all 
these camps should be closed and their occu- 
pants rehoused as early as possible. AS 
housing conditions in the area in which the 
camps are situated vary so much, they sug 
gested that the action to be taken with each 
camp should be discussed with each local 
authority concerned by the Principal 
Regional Officers of the Ministry of Heusing 
and Local Government. 
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LCC 


Town Development 


IN reply to questions by Mr. Patrick Stir- 
jing at a meeting of the London County 
Council on March 16, Mr. A. REGINALD 
sraMP, chairman of the Housing Committee, 
gid that the number of local authorities 
excluding County Councils) who had either 
sought information from the Council or had 
been approached by the Council after dis- 
cussions With the appropriate County Coun- 
cils in respect of possible schemes under the 
Town Development Act was between 50 and 
6, but discussions had only been held where 
there appeared to be a prima facie case for 
3 practicable scheme. If every negotiation 
then proceeding bore fruit the Council would 
te within sight of meeting its requirements in 
expanded towns. As, however, many of the 
negotiations were only in a preliminary stage, 
itwould be wrong at that juncture to attempt 
any comprehensive estimate of numbers of 
houses. At Bletchley and Swindon, where 
nomination agreements had been authorised 
under the Act, no specific number of dwell- 
ings to be provided had been agreed with 
the Council, but if the two authorities 
attained the maximum population they had 
inview about 5,000 dwellings would be avail- 
able to London families. In general, dis- 
cussions had been restricted to an area within 
100 miles of London and the farthest town 
with a prima facie case for a scheme was 
Grantham, 108 miles away. Discussions be- 
gun at the request of one authority 160 
miles away were not pursued. 

In the two cases of Bletchley and Swindon, 
the exchange of agreements had been 
authorised by the Council; schemes for three 
others (Ashford, Letchworth and Haverhill) 
had been submitted to the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government for provisional 
indication of grant and nine other local 
authorities had agreed to the preparation of 
schemes for the purpose of arriving at a 
decision. 

The decentralisation of industry was still 
considered to be fundamental to the success 
ofall schemes and discussions were now pro- 
ceeding with the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government to find out how far and 
to which town the Board of Trade would 
give their support. 

Such a survey had been made in 1950 for 
the purpose of the Development Plan and 
the results were set out in Chapter 3 of the 
Analysis, a copy of which had been sent to 
each member of the Council. The firms 
which then indicated willingness to move out 
of London had recently been approached 
again and he had arranged for the Hon. 
Member to be supplied with a statement 
showing the results of these inquiries. The 
Council were considering what more could 
be done to encourage the decentralisation. 


Building Preservation 


In reply to a question by Mr. William 
A. Cuthbertson on March 16, Mr. W. C. 
Fiske, chairman of the Town Planning Com- 
Mittee, said that the Committee had been 
consulted by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government on the desirability of 
making a building preservation order on The 
Grange, Nos. 38 and 40, North End-crescent, 
Fulham. The Minister had been informed 
that the Council considered that there was 
how no reasonable possibility of preserving 
No. 38 and that No. 40 would require a very 
substantial sum to be spent in restoration; 
that in the light of informal discussions with 
the Ministry in November last the Council 
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had already given town planning approval to 
the lay-out submitted by the Fulham Metro- 
politan BC involving the use of both sides 
for housing purposes and that no new facts 
nor considerations had been put forward 
which would appear to justify reconsidera- 
tion of this decision; and that in any case the 
LCC was not disposed to accept any 
financial liabilities arising from a building 
preservation order on The Grange. 


REFUSE DISPOSAL IN 
FLATS 


Institute of Housing’s Report 


N examination into the question of 

refuse disposal in flats has been carried 

out by the research committee of the Insti- 

tute of Housing and a report* on its find- 
ings has now been issued. 

The report states that the requirements 
which a good system of refuse disposal in 
flats should meet are as follows:—(a) It 
must not be inimical to health or create a 
nuisance to the tenants. (b) It must not impose 
too great a hardship on the tenants by re- 
quiring them to carry their refuse a very 
long way or up or down many stairs. (c) 
It must not involve any fire risk. (d) What- 
ever the method of storage at ground level, 
it must be of adequate capacity designed to 
be easily cleaned, nuisance free and not vul- 
nerable to interference by children. 

(e) The method of removal from the 
storage chamber to the refuse collection 
vehicle must be free from objections on 
sanitary or other grounds. (f) At all times 
due regard must be had to the expense in- 
volved in initial construction; the cost of 
containers and/or other apparatus; and the 
cost of actual operation and maintenance. 


Conclusions 


Among the principal conclusions reached 
by the committee were:—(l) From the 
standpoint of hygiene and the convenience 
of the housewife the “ Garchey ” system is 
undoubtedly superior to any other which has 
come to our notice. 

(2) From the financial standpoint the 
“ Garchey ” system is undoubtedly more ex- 
pensive to the housing authority and this 
factor is probably 'responsible for the limited 
extent to which the system had been adopted 
in post-war schemes. 

(3) Except for small blocks of two- and 
three-storey flats, the yard container or dust- 
bin system is not suitable for flatted estates. 
(4) The chute system without portable con- 
tainers is not considered satisfactory. 


(5) Great attention must be paid to the 
detailed design of hoppers, chutes and refuse 
chambers in order to avoid nuisance, danger 
to health and fire risk. There is scope for 
experiment and imprevement in the design 
of all the component parts, particularly the 
hoppers. 

(6) The refuse chute system with modern 
types of container and used with a suitable 
collection vehicle offers a reasonable answer 
to the basic requirements. It is not so satis- 
factory as the “ Garchey ” system so far as 
hygiene and convenience are concerned, but 
it is considerably cheaper to instal and main- 
tain. 

(7) The “ shredder” system does not seem 
suitable for use in this country except pos- 
sibly in areas of entirely new development 
where the sewerage system can be designed 
to deal with solid as well as liquid refuse. 


* Refuse Disposal in Flats. Published by the Insti- 
tute of Housing, 37/38, Strand, WC2. Price 2s. 6d. 
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BUILDING WAGES CLAIM 


Employers Criticised for “ Forcing 
Arbitration ” 

THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF BUILDING 
TRADES OPERATIVES, meeting at York on 
March 17, authorised the executive com- 
mittee to prepare to take action “ to maintain 
the independent negotiation power of the 
trade unions” if the employers do not revise 
their decision to reject the unions’ claims for 
a wage increase, 

The claim for an additional 9d. an hour, 
was due to be discussed at a further meeting 
between the employers’ and workers’ repre- 
sentatives held yesterday, March 25. The 
employers have suggested that it be sent to 
arbitration. 

At a previous meeting on March 16, Sir 
RICHARD Coppock, the general secretary, 
said that the following resolution had been 
passed:— 

“That this meeting of joint executive 
councils, having heard the report of the 
wage negotiations and having in mind our 
experience in 1953, expresses profound dis- 
satisfaction with the attitude of the 
employers, whose settled policy now appears 
to be one of forcing our claim to arbitration. 

“We consider this attitude of the 
employers to be a negation of the machinery 
of the national joint councils for the build- 
ing industry and destructive of the prin- 
ciples of collective bargaining. Therefore, in 
the event of there being no change in the 
attitude of the employers at the meeting with 
the national joint council on March 25, in 
furtherance of our claim, we authorise the 
executive committee of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades’ Operatives to make 
preparations for taking action to maintain 
the independent negotiation power of the 
trade unions.” 


SUPPLY OF MATERIALS 
Higher Production Urged 


THE ESSENTIAL requirements of adequate 
supplies of materials for builders to fulfil 
their responsibilities is set out in the annual 
report of the Nottingham and District 
Association of Building Trades Employers. 

The report states that it is hoped that 
manufacturers of some of the vital materials 
will have arranged for still larger levels of 
output than they achieved in 1953. The main 
call is still for increased and better produc- 
tion and for greater efficiency. 

To achieve this, the report continues, it is 
urgently necessary for those responsible to 
arrange that the supply of materials reach- 
ing the building industry follows closely pro- 
duction needs. 

Now that the restoration and repair of 
sub-standard houses has become a definite 
part of the Government’s housing policy, it 
is a matter of urgency that the builders en- 
gaged in this type of work should receive a 
fair share of the materials to enable the re- 
pairs and the improvements to be done at 
as low a cost as possible. 


Housing Expert’s Visit to India 

Mr. G. Anthony Atkinson, Colonial 
Liaison Officer, Building Research Station, 
DSIR, and Housing Adviser to the 
Colonial Office, has returned from a tvo- 
month visit to India, where he has served as 
Adviser on Building Techniques at an Asian 
Regidnal Seminar on Housing and Com- 
munity Improvement organised by the 
United Nations Technical Assistance Ad- 
ministratien at New Delhi. 
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PRIVATE ENTERPRISE HOUSING 


Chance for Young People 


ME. G. W. GROSVENOR, president of 

the NFBTE, speaking at the annual 
general meeting of the Nottingham Associa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, held in 
Nottingham on March 24, said that the rate 
at which houses for sale were being com- 
pleted was steadily rising, and Mr. Mac- 
millan’s target of 80,000 private enterprise 
houses in 1954 could be comfortably 
reached. The only anxiety was that future 
progress might be retarded through a falling- 
off in the number of purchasers who could 
afford to put down the initial deposit. 

“The desire for home ownership is still 
strong,” declared Mr. Grosvenor, “and 
housebuilder members of my Federation 
have reluctantly turned away many. appli- 
cants who lack the necessary capital. I hope, 
therefore, that talks now going on between 
the Minister, the building societies and the 
local authorities to reduce the initial deposit 
for houses will result in the early announce- 
ment of a satisfactory scheme. 

“The reduction of such deposits to five 
per cent., a figure the Minister is reported 
to have in mind, will not only give thou- 
sands of young people the chance they have 
been waiting for; it will also encourage 
private enterprise builders to aim at a much 
higher target for 1955 than 80,000 and will 
have far-reaching effects on loeal authority 
waiting lists and the vast sums now being 
spent annually on housing subsidies.” 


LMBA 


Prizes for Apprentices 


(THE President of the National Federation, 
Mr. G. W. Grosvenor, was entertained 
to lunch by the Council of the LMBA before 
its March meeting last week. The President, 
Mr. R. S. Williams, presided. At the meet- 
ing of the Council Mr. Grosvenor presented 
the National Federation awards for London 
to the prize-winners for the year in the 
Ordinary National Certificate Course in 
Building. These consist of two prizes of £25 
and £20, with certificates, and are awarded 
to the best indentured apprentices or young 
craftsmen, and two corresponding prizes, with 
certificates, to students in non-craft subjects. 
The awards are open to the employees 
of firms belonging to the National Federa- 
tion, and in the selection of candidates con- 
sideration is given to examination results, 
school reports, industrial experience and 
aptitude, and to the recommendations of the 
Principals of Technical Colleges and of em- 
ployers. This year’s prize-winners are: 
CRAFT APPRENTICES AND YOUNG CRAFTSMEN: Ist 
Prize: J. A. Sparks, bricklayer; employer: P. Miller 
and Son, Dartford; College: Erith Technical College. 
2nd Prize: L. A. Bone, bricklayer; Employer: 
Higgs and Hill, Ltd., Lambeth; College: East Ham 
Technical College. 
STUDENTS OTHER THAN CRAFT APPRENTICES: 
Prize: J. A. Rhodes, junior contract surveyor; Em- 


Ist 


ployer: Bovis, Ltd.; College: Hammersmith School 
of Building. 

2nd Prize: H. W. F. Fuller, apprentice builders’ 
surveyor; Employer: A. E. Symes, Ltd.; College: 


South-West Essex Technical College. 

The parents and employers of the prize- 
winners and representatives of the Colleges 
through which they won their awards 
attended the ceremony. 


Award of Merit 
THe LMBA Award of Merit for 1953 to 
the Hammersmith School of Building for the 
best student of the year has been awarded, on 
the nomination of the School, to J. A. Rhodes 
(Bovis, Ltd.), The citation and a selection of 
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technical books were presented to him at a 
meeting of the technical students and staff 
of the School by Mr. R. S. Williams, Pre- 
sident of the LMBA. Mr. H. G. Dowling, 
Chairman of the Governors, presided, re- 
ferring with gratitude to the interest the 
LMBA takes in educational matters. 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


New Circular Urges Immediate Action 


R. HAROLD MACMILLAN. | the 

Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, has sent a circular to local authorities 
urging them to resume slum clearance at 
once. He has informed them of the with- 
drawal of advice that unfit houses should 
not be demolished. This advice was given 
originally because of the demands which 
provision of new houses for those displaced 
would make on labour and materials. 

“Tt is an essential part of the Govern- 
ment’s housing policy that local authorities 
should now take up again, as a matter of 
urgency, the campaign of slum clearance 
which the war interrupted,” Mr. Macmillan 
states. 

Local authorities, the ‘circular continues. 
should forthwith resume the full exercise of 
their powers under Part II and Part III 
(Clearance Areas) of the Housing Act, 1936. 
They should continue to do so until the pro- 
posals they would submit under Clause 1 of 
the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill had been 
approved (if Parliament enacted the Bill in 
broadly its present form). 

In addition, local authorities should take 
steps to review housing conditions in their 
areas. Although Clause 1 of the Housing 
Repairs and Rents Bill allowed a period of 
12 months for the submission of proposals, 
measures for dealing in one way or another 
with unfit houses ought to be taken as 
quickly as practicable. Preparatory work 
done now would enable proposals to be 
submitted and approved—and action to be 
taken under the new Jaw—earlier than would 
otherwise be possible. 

The circular emphasises that only those 
authorities whose areas include more slum 
houses than can be demolished and replaced 
in five years should take advantage of any 
new powers they may be given to defer 
demolition. 


SALE OF COUNCIL HOUSES 
£15 Deposit Scheme 


BEDFORD Town Council has approved a 
scheme whereby tenants of certain council 
houses will be able to purchase their homes 
on hire purchase terms and without having 
to provide a substantial initial deposit. 


The housing committee have reported to 
the council that sitting tenants of 234 houses 
were given the opportunity in January, 1953, 
of purchasing their homes for £1,550 or 
£1,450. Only 10 houses had been sold and 
negotiations were proceeding for the sale of 
two more. 


The committee said that they believed that 
the reason for this lack of response might be 
that purchasers were required to find about 
£60 at the beginning of the transaction for 
stamp duties, costs, etc., and they recom- 
mended that the houses again be offered for 
sale on the hire purchase system, which re- 
quired an initial deposit of only £15. 


If a house was sold for £1,550 on the hire 
purchase system, with repayments over 30 
years at four and a quarter per cent., the 
monthly repayment would be £7 13s. 2d. 
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LIFE ON NEW ESTATES 
Dr. Fisher’s Fears 


THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY, Dr. 
Fisher, speaking at New Addington, Croydon, 
on March 20, said that when people were 
moved to new estates there was always a 
danger in thinking that a problem had been 
solved. When people were given a new 
site, new houses and new conditions some- 
thing had been done, but a vast problem 
had been created. People had been taken 
out of the community that was their life 
and planted somewhere else that was not 
a community at all. 

Dr. Fisher, who was dedicating a church 
hall in a housing estate with a population 
of 15,000, said he could not help thinking 
that in many of the new areas a problem 
was being created in such a way as to make 
it almost impossible of solution. In a new 
housing area in Kent there was not a single 
place where anybody could work for his 
living. People had to go into the nearest 
town. At New Addington there were 15,000 
people with nothing to do. If they wanted 
to do anything they had to go to Croydon, 
some miles away. 


“I consider,” he said, “ that it is creating 
a problem in the worst possible way, because 
man and woman ought to live and work 
together in a community. If you cannot do 
this, your life is cut into two.” 


DAMAGE BY FIRE 
Builder Found to be Not Liable 


A RECENT court case in which a claim 
~““ was made against a builder in respect 
of damage caused by fire which broke out 
on premises on which he was working is 
referred to in the latest Information Service 
Circular issued by the LMBA. The Circular 
states:— 4 
Notification has been received from the 
NFBTE of a recent case, James Archdale 
and Co., Ltd., v. Comservices, Ltd., which 
will be of considerable interest to builders. 
It expressly confirms the intention behind 
the wording of Clauses 14 (b) and 15 (a) and 
(b) of the RIBA Standard Form of Contract, 
namely that the employer shall, as. regards 
loss or damage by fire to the existing struc- 
tures, their contents and the works and all 
unfixed materials and goods, except plant, 
tools and equipment, bear the sole risk. 


The facts of the case were, briefly, that 
the contractor was employed to carry out 
certain redecorations to an existing building. 
While the work was being performed, fire 
broke. out on the premises and damage re 
sulted. The cause of the fire was found 
to be the negligence of the contractor's 
servants. The employer therefore claimed 
against the contractor for the amount of the 
damage caused, but both at the trial and in 
the Court of Appeal it was held that the 
contractor was not liable for the damage. 


Lord Justice Denning put the issue very 
clearly in his judgment in the Court of 
Appeal when he said: “The contractor is 
obliged under the contract to insure against 
the risk of injury to persons. He is also to 
insure against ‘the risk of injury 1 
property ... loss or damage by fire is in 4 
category by itself. The employer is to insult 
against the risk of fire. When viewed in fe 
lation to insurance it is quite plain that the 
risk of fire is on the employer, however It 
is caused (even though caused by the neglF 
gence of the contractor’s servants) and he 
is the person who must insure against it.” 
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That’s wood. Of course it’s wood. Every single square inch of 
Lloyd Hardboard is made of wood and nothing but wood. The difference 
is that it contains no knots or imperfections. And it’s all 
tested to comply with BSS 1142/53. That’s why 


you won’t get a better board 
than Lloyd Hardboard 
made in Britain by Bowaters 


LLOYD HARDBOARD IS MADE IN THE FOLLOWING SIZES 
5x8’ x} or &” Xe 4x 6, 8’, 9, 10’ and 12’x }” or %&” 


BOWATERS BUILDING BOARDS LIMITED 


BOWATER HOUSE, STRATTON STREET, LONDON, W.1!. TEL: GROsvenor 4161 
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labour costs 









Five times the 
work for the same 
labour cost—that 
is what you can 
achieve when you 
use NO-BOLT 


Scaffolding. 


NO-BOLT 


Double Coupler 
Type S.F.W.. 








NO-BOLT Couplers are secured by 


Supplied also with 
There are no bolts to 





a wedge. 
tighten, jam or get lost—no threads 
to cross or rust. A tap with a 
hammer and they are secured, 


another, and they are free. The 
fastest, safest, simplest method of 
scaffold erection yet—and the 
fittings require no maintenance. 


BEA 





CAPTIVE WEDGES 


which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery, ex-stock 
and an efficient service 
guaranteed. 


With the NO-BOLT 
system any type of 
scaffolding can be 
erected at less cost. 
Write for details. 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD. 


63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire 


Tel.: Sandy 104 
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SPRING BRONZE 
WEATHERSTRIPS 


Weatherstripping has been officially 
approved, adopted and recommended 
by The Building Research Station, 
Garston, Herts, for draught exclusion. 


Metal Weatherstrips Ltd., with their 
exclusive sprung bronze strip, specially 
ribbed for strength and rigidity, are in 
a position to offer you a system which 
is universally recognised and specified 
by leading Architects and Engineers. 





Whatever the size of your business 
there is extra profit waiting for you 
with Metal Weatherstrips. 




















‘ 
. 
. 











Write, without obligation, r. 
for the fullest information to: nA 





a 
METAL THRESHOLD 
PLATE 


METAL WEATHERSTRIPS LIMITED 





SURBITON * SURREY 
9824 


Bieak cic, 


34 ELM ROAD - 








The ALL WOOD® 
HARDBOARD 





BUY WISELY ~ BUY RIGHT 
YOUR PROBLEMS SOLVED 
BY- FIBONITE 


Sole Selling Agents in the U.K.: 


Wm. Brandts (Wallply) Hd., 36 Fenchurch St., London, £.0.3 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 


merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast ee ae aes Pe per yd. 
Pit Sand er eee it we ate see m 
Washed Sand ... ia isla ee ae ten 
fin. Shingle... ae ee coy pee ie és 
}in. Broken Brick... aes ies arn vai ee 
Pan Breeze ; a6 se 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site ua 

Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening C Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site 
1 to 6 ton do. site . pe 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to _ 9d. hs ton. 

White Portland Cement 
Under 1 ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 
London ee 


per cwt. 


per ton 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2¢in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... 


Cellular do. s 
Keyed do. * 
Rustics 


Cellular Rustics ; 

Single Bullnose do. 

Sandfaced ... 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) — 

Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) 


2tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 

Stations) a : “ae Be 
3 in. do. (London Stations) ... ” 
2jin. Machine-made Sandfaced Red ‘Facings 


(London Sites) 


2 ew -made Multi Red Facings (London 


23 . -made Sandfaced Red Facings ‘(London 


2} in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour’ Facings 
Mg Sites) 
in. Surrey Clam ‘Bumt M Iti Stock F 
(Condon Sites) ssl rene 
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2$in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) pe 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, ®, Ivory, "Brown— 
Stretchers 
Headers r tae ae 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. Flats. im it an 
Double Stretchers ... as - es 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end aa ad ae 
Splays and Squints pe 
Second quality — 10% Bests. Cream and Buff 
£3 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£8 10s. Od. extra over White. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLAY PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


per 1,000 


ee 
13 18 


Co 

ro) 

—) 
coooocooo co & 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 

2 in. 140 yds. tas . per yd. sup. 4 3 
2+ in. 140 yds. pee Pre os 4 6 
<j] 120 yds. ee 50 a 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) | 95 yds. sae was pe 6 7 

Half blocks at no extra charge. 

CLINKER CONCRETE. 
2 in. 100 yds. ee Are ‘a 2-36 
24 in. 85 yds. on aaa ‘ 4 1 
3 in. 75 yds. Pe aa a 4 10 
4 in. 55 yds. oa as e 6 0 
CRANHAM 
Bigs ks ie me — ies ne ne pa 6 5 
ps ee aaa aaa eas as as aa es tc ol 
3 in. de ae ass maa Sa aaa “a ~ 8 3 
4in. uk sae aaa ed “3 10 2 
4} in. Load bearing quality oe sae dag wed ai 1! 2 
FLoor BLOCKS 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ibaa 12 in. delivered in full 

lorry-loads ... ; .. perl,000 31 10 O 
4 in. Ce wae Mas os a aes a 13 0 
5 in. Cee aad aa mF sas aa <a 39 7 0 
6 in. Gee xe ea ae sais ae pa ae 46 16 O 
7 in. GG: ss — tas aa aa ves pe 54 1 0 
8 in. pe aid a ry ‘td wa ae 61 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 


delivered London Area. 


Over 2 tons under 2 tons 
Best Quality +674% +97 $% 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +674% +10% 
Tested Quality +374%+673% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +473%+674% 


3 in. Land Drain nro * 12 in. aeecamel 
4 in. do. ee in a 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. a 
St. Aldheim Box Ground — 
Delivered in railway trucks at ‘South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered neue area ,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area aa es 
Portland Stone— 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. 4 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine sanenides 
Southern Region aes ian ~ 
Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 
%in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to Sft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area a 
1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described PP 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. X 3in. Rubbed, weathered, throated - 2 
stooled cills a ; : - per ft. 
12in. X 6in. do. “do. aaa <a 
12in. X 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated “a a 
12in. x 3in. Weathered and twice throated coping ,, 
14in. xX 6in. do. do. va oe 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face ... ee 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. 


. per ft. cube 


under 2 tons 


os 


+1073% 
+973% +10% +1074% 
4374497497 +374%4 +10747, 
+474%4973% +474% rEi0ri 


per 1,000 


een 
13 14 6 


7 4 


. sup. 6 2 


cube 


eNNR NY 
ACcoacvrv 


sup. 


566 


STONE—continued ae 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 


thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork perft.cube 1 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork oem ats Rok i= ane i 6-9 
Hard York— 
12in. xX 2in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7 10 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front ... perft. cube : 2:0 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . 116 9 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 7 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes peryd.sup. 211 9 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ane xe ae 28 18 6 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district , 4118 6 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 5617 6 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district .. ae 1217 O 
Machine-made 10} x 64 Staffordshire district ... wate 13 5 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. om rae 1 8 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ae se i -6-;3 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 ... : tre ee 618 6 
do. Interlocking (49S). 18 9 6 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24x12... 100 16 9 
22°12 86 6 6 
22 x 11 78 0 6 
20 x 12 3 3 3 
20 x 10 68 10 9 
18 x 10 50 17 0 
a x 9 43 15 0 
16 x 10 42 18 3 
16x 8 5349 *S 
Note. —Breakage in ‘transit, ‘purchasers’ ‘Tesponsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality ... Ex. Wharf per standard £105 to £125 
Carcassing quality do. RR £90 to £100 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. - £106 0 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. Bars do. perft.cube 1 5 0 
do. Honduras do. nes do. os 2 45 0 
Oak European do. ae do. oe 147 6 
do. Japanese do. eee do. *5 200 
do. English Logs sawn do. oe : + 0 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. e 3 0 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. wm 1 ae Ge 
DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
14 im. 4 Horizontal Panel Seas 4 in. en 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 woe each 112 0 
2h. 3in. x Of Gin sti ne ses .. 1413 0 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae ee ee os 114 0 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. St nee a mi 116 6 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2650. XSi 6in.  ... a, oe es Zz 99°0 
2.9m. X66 6m, _... iA ae a 211 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2ft.6in. x 6ft.6in.  ... - pas Pa 24-9 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. Bes sa ae a 23 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area <s* 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. O in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . a per yd. 5 8 
din do. (67 yds. to 1 ton) oon ae 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ve ae 8 113 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ae v8 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 11 53 


Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
# in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 


per 100sq. ft. 2 2 6 
qin Merthoud do. see ee me sh is 23.6 
in. do. san aes mA 2 6 
¥ in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ... per yd. sup 3 1 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply si Se ae - 1 6 
do. 2-ply —- ey. ae ~ ee i 9 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs ane af «.. per $ cwt. 5 00 
do. pearl .. a aoe ; x 5 546 
Croid Glue see sae 28 Ib. 2 5 0 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1 -ton lots) a per ton 54.5. @ 
do. 4 in. and up (l-ton lots) s 50 15 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots). eee per cwt. 216 3 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots)... : me 242 9 
METALS STEEL Joists, ee: 
sis Joists— 
was x S5in., 8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12 in. Xx 6 in. pee cut to a delivered London 
atea tisw see per ton 37 10 0 
Extra for sizes 
3in. X ldin. ae ra 310 0 
3in. X 3 in., 4 in. "x 3 in, Sin. x 24 in 3oe wa 1.5 0 
4in. x ljin. sie ose ie 3 00 
4} in. x 1} in., 24 i in. X Thi in. = ose ms 2 0 © 
Sin. X 3 in., 22 in. x 7in. ... nae eee a i909 0 
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a 
6in. X 3 in. ie see ‘ae eee ia es« Perton - | 10 . 
9in. X 7 in. ies t ae oF ee ten =e 50 
10 in. X 44 in., 12:10, < Sin. ae aes a. ee 15 6 
Sin. X 4} in., 6in. X 44in., 71m... Shin., 
7in. X 4in., 8in. X 4in., 9 in. X 4in., 
10in. x Sin., 10in. X 8 in., 12in. x 8 in., 
13 in. X Sin., 14in. X 5} in., 14 in. x 6in., = 10 0 
14 in. X 8 in., 15in. x Sin, 15in. X 6in., 
16in. X 6in., 16in. X 8in., 18 in. X 6in., 
18 in. X 7in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. xX 64in., 
20 in. X 7} in. Pe eee ies eee ee 
Steel angles average price aes sam he sees 38 15 0 
Steel tees average price Sas x Seite ley 39 15 9 
Fabricated work delivered London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted cae ~ ey ae as ae 
Compound girders ace one Ae Ree aay ae 57 7 6 
Stanchions ne ee aes ay ead Ae oye 62 76 
Compound stanchions ~ ae tr ayes 65 7 6 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins a eae Ges TT 7 < 
Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex London 
Stock in. seins and eee ae an 39 5 6 
din. diam. ae aes «.: per ton extra 3126 
fs in. do. ... coe nee ner ae Bs 217 0 
gin. do. ... Ne eis ee aes eae pe 220 
¢in..do. ... eke ne oe ae mA a 170 


MILD STEEL TUBES 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts : 


Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 

Class A — 34% 

ClassB + 53° Light + 20h Malleable List — 39}°/ +35% 

ClassC + 213° Heavy + 284% 
Black— 

ClasA — 23% 

ClassB — 13% Light + 9° Malleable List — 394% 

Class C — 3% Heavy '+ 164% 

C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths Sto 
Gutters Nozzles En 
3 in. ee mas Sek Pre Pree |) | 2/9 /10 
34 in. nee sas ses as .. 3/44 3/- /10 
4in. so ee ro a36 cos, 3/4 1/2 
4} in. ee eS ~ oe a A 3/8 1/5 
5 in. ec one See on as OF 4/1 1/7 
C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. a ae ar age wae: Fre 3/7 /i 
3h in. es sa - i i = 3/7 1/2 
4 in. ae tf me es ooh a 3/8 1/6 
OO eens 4/4 
5 in. Ae Ee 5/94 4/il 1/11 
CL RAnowaTan PIPes 
Per yd. in -” wayne Pipe Bends __ Branches 
2 in. i ees .. 6/4 3/4 4/9 
24 in. 6/7 3/8 6/7 
3 in. 1/5 4/8 Wl 
34 in 8/44 5/7 8/5 
4in. 9/84 6/9 9/1 
LC. Cc. Cuaitie Sor Prres 

2 in. we 5} 5/9 1/- 
23 in 7/103 6/4 / 
3 in. oe oe bs 8/10 1/- 10/5 
3} in. ee sa ae a soo SL 8/8 12/1 
4in. , . S5f3e 9/9 Tes 


Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus eer 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 34 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN Pires 


In 9-fts. 
.qr. lb. per yd. Bends __ Branches 
4 in. Sei ass ek Oe, PE 20/5 13/10 24/5 
6 in. ae Ne. water 0" 30/4 28/10 49/11 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 pér cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. : 
d 3/9 j r (amg ao 6/5 
Pipes 6-ft. lengths per yd. - 
a... os (ChGh «62/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches... 55 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse __,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 4 in. proj. ,, 2/il 3/9 4/3 5/il 
do. Gin. do. ,; 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
a ae 
Gutters 6-ft. age ony a 3/7 
Dropends . 2/10 3/4 3/10 4 
Stop Ends ... née. Wee /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles = ee 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles oe say. abe 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ore mane 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 


3 in. 4in. 4tin. Sin. 6in 


ters 6-ft. lengths ef 4. 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
— ends ... “aot hy a Oe 2/5 2/8 aii = 4/3 
Stop ends ... san se /9 /10 /i1 1/- 1/2 
Angles ee wees =ieeh 2/5 2/8 2/il 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles ms a aes 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips ee mien 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2I- 
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£8 
perton 1 10 . 
” 5 0 
” 15 0 
” 10 6 
” 38 15 0 
” 39 15 0 
° 52°26 
’ st FT @ 
% 62.9 ¢ 
’ 65 76 
” vt TG 
» 29 $-@ 
extra 312 0 
, 217 0 
220 
: i mee 


wing discounts : 
le Fittings 


t — 393% 435% 


ee Be de 
— 
S. 
— 
wa 


under 3 cwt, lot 
52, plus 74% and 


er cent. 


1s Branches 
0 24/5 
0 49/11 
GS 
7 4in. 
0 6/5 
4/3 
1/6 
5/4 
5/il 
0 6/5 
6 in. 
5/1t 
0 4/1 
1/2 
4/10 
0 4/1 
2/5 
3S ; 
5 in. 6 in. 
3/7 5/- 
2/i1 4/3 
1/- 1/2 
3/2 4/3 
2/i1 4/3 
1/4 af 
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METALS—Continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£. a 
Jron—Staffordshire cme sanctase uti 39 10 O 
Mild Steel Bars : 37 is @ 


Mild Steel Hoops aa me we ae re me 6 
Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


ie 
Soft sheets C.R. and “ A.— 
20 gauge aus eae : ae ae 42-9 6 
24 gauge fre: ots abe a ie a «: 42 & G 
26 gauge : a re et, 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets | 6 ft. to 9 ft— 
20 gauge aaa "s aa eee 53 4 90 
24gauge ... ae a ce ane see Perr > ae, “ae | 
26 gauge “a dias ice SPS 
Galvanised Flat sheets c. R. and Chm 
20 gauge eee are Ses nae 54 4 0 
Mgauge ... re ae ies wea eae “<<. we a @ 
26 gauge re ae DSS OC 
Metal Windows. —Standard Metal Windows, "B.S. 940. Prices on 


application British Metal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS WorK, COPPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. sin. Zin. lin. 1}in. I}in. 2in. 
ledows, bib cocks os 
head for iron. 70/- 104/- 
Toilet bib cocks for i iron .-- 90/- 129/- 
Screwdown stop cocks for i iron. 60/- 87/- 171/- 294/- 420/- 741/- 
do. with two unions forlead 81/- 120/- 213/- 381/- 504/- 1122/- 


Double nut boiler screws ... 15/- 21/- 38/- 39/- 54/- 76/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 62/- 141/- 216/- 394/- 558/- 
Plumbers’ union fceun an to 
iron ‘ : 15/9 19/- 31/6 55/- 67/9 132/- 
1fin. 14in. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws a w. 27/- 33/- 48/- 75/- 96/- vir 
Brass sleeves... oe ae 25/- 25/- 45/- 60/- 61/- 
13 x 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7 lb. 
Lead P. trap with —— one 
screws se «= SE 71/- 113/- 193/- 
Lead S. trap do. sea w= 68/- 85/- 139/- 249/- 
Solder $s... d. 
Plumbers’ ree ree Are nae + perlb 3 9 
ech <a We Are aaa as A aaa ae a 7 
Blow p 3 9 


Copper fe BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 274d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Maximum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
dh d. 
tin. X 19 gauge Nas 113 Total per Ib 394 
om. X%19 4s era eee §=105 a sf 37% 
me < IS nee ree 83 = <a 364 
tin. X 18, : wn Se a mm 353 
lyin. X 18, 84 a ‘ 35% 
7p ae 7 ae 93 m= ae 374 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48. in. wide, basic an £ s. d. 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 294 0 0 
Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge, 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 612 0 
do. 12 gauge do. - 610 0 
Brass tubes basic ane - —- and manufactur- 
ing extras . per lb. 1 102 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


z£ es € 
Lead Sheet, English, 34 lb. substance and upwards perton 122 0 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils E aa eg 13 S$ 0. 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over ‘2 in. to4in. dia... a 12415 0 
do. over 4 in. dia Ses eae a 126 15 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe eae ee 124 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities —_ 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton ‘ per cwt. 2 0 
3cwt. do. 5 cwt. eae ie ees eee a 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ee aie is 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £81 5s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over nee on Site per ton 

de. White do. a 1 
Sirapite Coarse do. es 

do. Fine do. do. 1 


Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ace = és 
Hydrated Lime do. iS ae ae ar ae 
Lump Lime do. as a 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads _ 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton — 


—_ 
SPNOOUUWDAIAIAI™ 
_ 


N IAKDOR HORA w 


Ww DWDOCHAAWwWOW 


Granite Chips in 6-ton loads aes < 
Hair .. per cwt. 1 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board Zia. thick 600 

yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 


Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., $ in. thick, 600 yds. ig over in one delivery 
Delivered site aa » 2 6 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area £s. @ 
Ceiling Distemper per cwt. 112 0 
Washable Distemper a Siz ¢ 
Gloss Paint ! as per gal. 213 0 
Snowcem cement paint ‘(in 1 ‘cwt. drums) aes per cwt. 311 0 
LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs per cwt. $.6 9 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 gal. lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 218 0 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. om a per cwt. 6 5 0 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg yh gl 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. per ‘tin ge. @ 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra ... per gal. 12..6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) aac: ae me Pe 13 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) Drums extra ese Pe 5 6% 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. aa es 49 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cams) Exterior... ea a 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) a aoe oo 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) a per Ib. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece § 2 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside os «» per gal 110 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. a aes ate was re 113 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside aes aa ea me 115 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ae ae on sa 113 0 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... a sii ae re 2 (@°6¢ 
Finest Carriage Varnish as ‘ies poe ins ps 2 8 O 
Front Door Varnish ... aed ue ina ad em 115 6 
Japan Gold Size aaa ap nae daa daa me i 
Black Japan ... Se ead = as saa ee 4 3.°@ 
Brunswick Black ae ve i ia eau a. :-@ @ 
Berlin Black ... aoe ree ror or ead ad | ee oe 
Terebene aoe <a ee a 5 °S"@ 
Knotting (1 gal. “bottles. free)... ee sigs os me 20.0 
French and Brush Polish (do.) ap a xe a 113 © 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
<< 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 54 
24 oz. ” ” ” % a ere 7t 
260z._ ,, = eB ” .” 8 eee 9 
32 Oz ” ” ” ” ” 1 0 
+ in. Rolled Plate a z aia aoe aa daa 9 
fin. and } in. Rough Cast da 1 0 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard Patterns : 
White : Ae 9 
do. Standard Tints ... 1 43 
do. Special Tints ; aes : i a ve y 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and aaeeaaianti Ae ee eas | 
¢ in. Wired Cast . ’ a2 
+ in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 2} 
ee Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B 53 x 52 X 34 in. 29 
PB3 7% X 7% X 3¢ in. 42 
P.B. 32 72 X< 7} X 3} in. 4 2 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up with— 
P.B.2 : eas = 53 
P.B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 a 6 9 
4 in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. oune~ Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. ey 
cao ae Pr es 5 ft. sup. —— 
oe * a 45 ft. sup. a 
a ee » 100 ft. sup. 5 6 


3 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates enetion 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one esas or 135 in. 


both ways ... - 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup., or ditto. eas sag Ae 1} RE. 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto as res 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. | 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at 
Special Prices 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum. Per ft. super. 


Description of Glass quantity. $ «& 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. ae ae Par ae 3,000 4 
TAO: x z oes aa aa a 2,000 53 
26 Ol» » 2,000 7k 

: 2,000 94 
re hs "Rolied Piate | 1,000 74 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White eas 1,000 7k 
+ in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, "Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte a 1,000 103 
fsin. and } in. Rolled Plate or — Cast 2,000 103 
4 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... was 2,000 1 04 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ie a «a ‘ae 1 03 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 








AS FROM FEBRUARY 1, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 































KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
Grade Classification. 





Felixstowe ....... sannnen erenenel 














Market - a 


praca nmet ee na of tA2 
Carnarvonshire, — of tA3 
yore teen i oe forth 


A 
— R.D. (parts of) A 
A2 





Melton Mowbray U.D 


> 
Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A 
Grimsby R.D. (remainder) re 


Cc Down 

Chatham & District | 
Cheadle (Staffs) R. D... 
Chelmsford ..........0. 





scr abinewsenees 


Town. 
oe ree es 
Shrewsbury M.B. 






Sittingbourne ..... 
Skegness U.D. .. 
Skipton U.D. .... 
oe U.D. 
Smethwick C.B. 
Snettisham _........ 
Somerset, County of 
Southampton Saseie 
“Southend-on-Sea D; 
Southport 





TROCE DORE sccccccsccees 
Stockton R.D. .... 
Stockton-on-Tees . 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. 5 
Stoke Orchard ......... 1 
Stourbridge M.B. . 
Stourpore Wb, ceciccsssescous 
SROWITAINED — scecicssccscsstct Al 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ...A 
Sunderland District 
Sunningdale ............ 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
Swaffham 








Po>b25b553 













































ry 
Barnard Castle U.D. 





Rewer aici RD. 





Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... 


B>d>>>>d 


oa Thrussington "A2).. + 


Barry occ! Mie see 
Basford R.D. (exc. — 


Newcastle-under-Lyme 


Chippenham (inc. Chippen- 
New Forest District 


ham _— and Harden- 





> 
N 


Newton Abbot ...... 
Northallerton Dist. 
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Beeston & Stapieford U.D. 
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Huntingdon (Staffs) 


A 
woah 
A 
A 
A 
Al 
Al 
Al 
A 
A 
Al 

A 

A 
oA 
oA 
oA 
Al 
Al 
-A2 





Pontypridd District 
Portland enna 
t 





Radnorshire, Couey of. 
PINS snesinccectnséevecece 
Kidderminster M.B i ‘“ 


Dorset, County of (except- 
ing Poole, Swanage and . 
A 


irkham 
Knaresborough UD. 





Bournemouth District ° 


E. Glam. & Mon. Val. 
East Grinstead District... 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D 
Ebbw Vale & District... 


occ Al County of.. A 
ll Salisbury City... 
Salisbu 


>> 
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Loughborough M.B.. 
Louth M.B. 














Swansea 
Swindon aa 
Swinton U.D. ....<cccccsescces 
Tamworth M.B. ............. 
Tenterden ....... 
Tewkesbury 
Thames Haven 








» North of, to Billericay : 


















SREMEMINS ccutiavecensscsvsacevelaces 
Todmorden ... ae 
Tonbridge .... Al 
Torquay ..... Al 
TONES cccvase soe Al 
Trowbridge ....... A2 
Tunbridge Wells . Al 
Tynemouth C.B. ...........00. A 
Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al 
Uttoxeter U.D. .... A2 
Wakefield _...... oe 
Wallsend B. ... cond 
Walsall C.B. me 
WERIMIESE cc chisssien axel 
Walton-on-Naze . 1 
MeO laisrerestiuctetcs 
Warminster 
Warrington . 
Warwick M.B. 


Wellington U.D. 
Wells (Norfolk) . 
VS ae 
Welwyn Gar. City ... 
West Bromwich C.B. 
Westbury  ......000. 
Westcliff-on-Sea 
Westerham .......... 
Weston-super-Mare . 
Weybridge 
prep 
Whitby U.D. 

Whitstable and District ...A2 
WHICRIOIG So ccnecoseccencsocesnrad A 
Widnes .... an 
Wigan .... A 
Wigton ..... A2 
Willington A 
WEIBIOW <iicsescescoceee | 
Wilts. County of tA 
Winchester ........ Al 


Windermere ........ 
Windsor and Eton Al 
Wisbech AD 


Witham ... 









Wolverhampton C. 
Woodbridge ........ 
Worcester C.B. . 
Workington _.... 
Worksop M.B. . fi 
Worthing _ ...........c00e a 
Waakhare (incl. Cefn) ....-. A 
— - 


Wylam 
Wramaiions he 
WOE vcncccccacscseccsooenee 


* For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are :—Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, Ka 8d 





Labourers, 3s. 3d. t Plus 2d. per wo 


y. This is the County rate and ages except where higher grades are stated. 
Note.—Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and 


day Tool Allowances. 


Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for adh engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out wor 






other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 572 
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QEVERAL Eastern and Middle Eastern 

countries. where the housing probiem 
arises more from shortage of materials than 
shortage of labour, are showing interest in 
the Australian method of making fibrous 
plaster sheets. 

In Australia the sheets are generally used 
for internal lining of brick and timber con- 
structions, but some countries with dry 
climates are proposing to use them for ex- 
terior walls. 


BR heh ete eee 








One of the long concrete tables on which the sheets are cast. 
a thin layer of plaster is then applied. As it is setting, a second gauge is poured 
to a depth of % in. 





Teased fibre being pressed down into the plaster with the aid 
of a hollow slatted roller. 
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These are greased and 


FIBROUS PLASTER SHEETS FOR WALL LINING 
Possibilities of an Australian Development 


By GEOFF DE FRAGA 


The chief advantage of these sheets is 
their cheapness, due to the comparatively 
small capital outlay required for manufac- 
turing plant. First, the raw gypsum crystals 
are mined and then calcined into plaster of 
paris; the next part of the process is shaping 
the plaster into fibre-reinforced wall-sheets. 
In this latter process especially, the 
machinery is uncomplicated, and there is 
very little of it; by far the greater part of 
the work being done by hand. 
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Sisal fibre for reinforcement after passing 
through the teasing machine. 


Easy handling and erection of the fibrous- 
plaster sheets is another big advantage. 
while gypsum itself is liberally distributed 
over the earth’s surface. 


HEMP REINFORCEMENT 


Sisal hemp is teased through a blower, and 
taken to the tables where the sheets are 
made. These are long slabs of cement with 
a polished surface. which is first greased 
with a mixture of tallow and kerosene or 
with a soluble oil. 

A thin layer of pure plaster is brushed 
on to the greased cement table, the plaster 
having been mixed in a mobile kettle sus- 
pended above the table. As the surface 
gauge is beginning to set, a second gauge 
of pure plaster is poured to a total depth 
of } in. 

The teased fibre is then spread liberally 
over its surface and, while one man trims 
the edges, a second rolls the fibre roughly 
into the second gauge of plaster. 

A hollow slatted roller of some 10-in. 
diameter is used for this operation. This 
allows for direct downward pressure on to 
the fibres, which might otherwise be moved 
laterally along the table and thus caus¢ un- 


ee 


After cutting and removing from the tables the plaster sheets 
are hung up to dry in covered racks. 


L 
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In house-building the sheets are fixed to studs and battens with galvanised clouts, the 
heads of which are stopped with plaster. 


even distribution of fibre, with consequent 
irregularity of the reinforcement. 

The fibre is then packed closer with a 
smaller, solid, grooved roller, and final 
screeding is carried out with a metal straight- 
edge or a length of piping. 

RAPID SETTING 

Within 20 minutes the plaster sheet is 
set, and in another 20 minutes it is cut into 
required widths and lifted for drying in 
roofed, outdoor racks. (In some cases, where 
the climate is wet, the sheets are placed inside 
a wind-tunnel, and artificially dried by blown 
hot air.) 

Most manufacturers also undertake the 
fixing of the plaster sheets to the wooden 
frame of the building for which the sheets 
have already been cut. Current practice is 
to move the sheets to a site on a low-load 
trailer, and fix them to the studs with inch 
nails, the heads of which are later stopped 
with plaster. 

Two men can easily handle the ceiling 
sheets which, of lighter gauge, are rarely 
more than 5 sq. yds. in area. They are 
usually fixed to battens by inch galvanised 
clouts, and finally fixed to the ceiling joists 
by scrimming the upper surface of the sheets 
with a mixture of fibre and wet plaster. 


CONCEALING JOINS 

Normal practice in Australia is to use a 
vin. thick plaster sheet up to the picture 
rail and upper door-jamb (about 7 ft. from 
the floor), and to use a }-in. sheet for upper 
walls and ceiling. Plaster cornices are usually 
used to conceal the join between walls and 
ceiling, but joins in any one plane of fibrous 

- plaster are scrimmed over and smoothed. 

Where required—as, for instance, to simu- 
late tiles in a bathroom—the plaster is cast 
with an overall pattern. 

Quantities for conventional manufacture 
of 1 sq. yd. of fibrous plaster are plaster of 
paris, 16 1b.; sisal fibre 3 lb. Enough water 
is used to effect complete saturation of 
plaster (about 8 gal. to 150 Jb. of plaster). 





This article comes to us from the Com- 
monwealth of Australia Information Bureau, 
Department of the Interior. Queries on 


minor details of manufacture should be 
directed to the Associated Fibrous Plaster 
Manufacturers of Australia, Waltham Build- 
ings, 24, Bond-street, Sydney. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


W. H. Heywood & Co., Ltd., Bayhall Works, Hud- 
dersfield, announce the appointment as area repre- 
sentative for South Staffordshire, Worcestershire and 
Warwickshire of Mr. T. H. Irwin. Mr. Irwin will 
operate from offices at Partons-road, Kings Heath, 
Birmingham, 14, in conjunction with John Gibbs, 
Ltd., Partons-road Works, Birmingham, 14. 

Mr. A. C. DRUMMOND has been appointed general 
manager and secretary to the Lead Development Asso- 
ciation. 

Mr. G. A. HANNAH, managing director of Pegson, 
Ltd., has been appointed director of the parent com- 
pany, Mellor Bromley & Co., Ltd. 








ACCOUNTING & COSTING 
SYSTEMS FOR SMALL & 
MEDIUM-SIZED BUILDERS 


Prepared by: 
The National Federation of 
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London, W.1 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dover Flats 


Dover TC has been recommended by jt 
planning committee to proceed with th 
“ Skyscraper” flats scheme. The design 
placed as first by Mr. Arthur Kenyon, CBr 
FRIBA, in a recent architectural competi 
tion, is proposed for submission to the Keg 
County Council. Should planning permj. 
sion be refused, an appeal will be made tp 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Gover. 
ment. During informal discussions, the 
County Council and the Royal Fine Art Cop. 
mission have expressed views that the scheme 


that a continuous screen of buildings 
between Dover Town and the harbour along 
the waterfront would be detrimental to th 
amenities of Dover. 


The Late Mr. Dormon 


The death has occurred of Mr. T. Dormon. 
director of Lewis and Lewis, Ltd. 


Engineers’ Patron 


The Duke of Gloucester has consented ty 
be patron of the Society of Engineers 
(Incorporated), which celebrates its centenary 
this year. The President for centenary year 
is Mr. Walter R. Howard. 


Royal Parks 


Sir David Eccles, Minister of Works, 
received a deputation on March 18 of the 
Men of the Trees organisation, Jed by Lord 
Sempill, who appealed te the Minister for 
the conservation of trees in the royal parks, 


The Late Mr. D. C. Rew 


At the second annual general meeting of 
the Metal Fixing Association, held in Lon- 
don on March 18, members learned with 
regret of the death, a few days previously, 
of Mr. D. C. Rew, of the Tentest Fibre 
Board Co., Ltd., who had been elected chair- 
man of the Association for the coming year 


Scholarship 

RIBA Associates who wish to apply for 
the travelling scholarship offered by th 
Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd., Lower 
Marsh, SE1, are reminded that the last day 
for an application is April 5. Details of 
the scholarship appeared in our issue 0! 
February 19. 


Bricks “ Ring ” Alicgation 

‘Sixteen contracting firms have formed : 
“ring” for supplying bricks, cement and 
bituminous emulsion, it was alleged at: 
recent meeting of St. Marylebone BC. Cout- 
cillor R. J. McCullagh asked the council 10 
express its dissatisfaction that 16 tenders 
received by the works committee were 10! 
competitive. He stated that the prices wert 
all the same from the 16 firms dealing 0 
goods which were not subject to control by 
the Government or any _ independet! 
authority. 


Builders’ Dinner 


A call for less time spent in planning 
the building industry was made at Souths 
on March 10, by Mr. Gordon Sutcliffe 
ARIBA, president, Hampshire and Isle 0 
Wight Architectural Association. Propositi 
the toast of the industry at the annual dinn‘ 
of the Portsmouth Builders’ Association, M! 
Sutcliffe said, “I think we are planning almos 
too much. If we worked instead of om 
ferring we might get further.” 
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BUILDING LICENCES FOR 
PRIVATE HOUSES 


Change of Procedure 


THE MINISTER OF WorKS, SiR Davip 
EccLES, stated in the House of Commons on 
Tuesday, in reply to a question by Mr. Nigel 
Fisher, that as an administrative economy 
his Department would, from April 1 next, 
jsue the building licences now given by 
local authorities for private houses of not 
more than 1,500 sq. ft. in England and Wales. 
Local authorities would still have discretion 
to issue licences for houses over 1,500 sq. ft. 
jn area and for housing maintenance and 
conversion work above the free limit. The 
arrangements in Scotland were still under 
consideration. 

The Ministry of Works, in a statement, ex- 
plained that applications for licences to build 
houses of not more than 1,500 sq. ft. after 
April 1 should be sent to the appropriate 
Regional Licensing Officer of the Ministry 
of Works. Licences will still be issued auto- 
matically for houses up to 50 in number. 
Applications to build more than 50 houses 
will be considered as at present in the light 
of local conditions. For houses over 1,500 
sq. ft, application should still be made to 
the local authority. 

People wishing to build a new house, 
whatever its size, will still have to get plan- 
ning approval and clearance under local by- 
laws from their planning authority and local 
housing authority. 


TRADE NEWS 


Showroom 


A trade interior lighting showroom has 
been opened by Arnold Montrose, Ltd., 
specialists in reproduction and period light- 
ing fittings, at 22, Newman-street, W1. This 
showroom is intended to offer service to 
members of the decorating trade. 


Change of Address 


The new address of the Rom River Co., 
Ltd, steel reinforcement specialists, previ- 
ously at 3/16, Woburn-place, WC1, is St. 
Richard’s House, 90, Eversholt-street, NW1. 
The new telephone number is Euston 7814-9. 


Technical Booklets 


A series of five booklets on their “ Amal- 
gam” fusible alloys and bearing metals, and 
the techniques of soldering and brazing. 
have been produced by Grey and Marten, 
City Lead Works, Southwark Bridge, SE1. 
Copies are available free from the firm upon 
request. 


Flooring and Roofing Products 


Tretol Ltd., announce the formation of a 
subsidiary (Tretol Associated Products Ltd.), 
to market a range of flooring and roofing 
Products. Mr. Alan Smethurst, formerly a 
divisional manager of the Neuchatel Asphalte 
Company, has recently joined the Tretol 
organisation, as a director of the new sub- 
sidiary, to take over its management. 


Concrete Garages 


A lean-to model in their range of portable 
reinforced concrete garages is being manu- 
factured by Ernest Batley, Ltd., Holbrooks, 
Coventry, and is designed for erection 
against an existing wall in situations where 
space will not permit a free-standing garage. 

€ construction includes reinforced con- 
crete walls, aluminium alloy doors and fit- 
tings, and a roof of 4-in. corrugated asbestos. 
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SUSPENDED TIMBER FLOOR.—These details are of a modified suspended 
timber floor designed by the Timber Development Association. 





Fixed windows and up-and-over doors can 
be supplied without extra cost. 


Welded Aluminium Tippers 


Ten tipper bodies have recently been com- 
pleted by Anthony Hoists, Ltd., for the North 
Thames Gas Board, five of which have a 
capacity of 9 cub. yd. and the remainder a 
capacity of 4. They are welded throughout 
by means of “ Argonaut ” shielded-arc weld- 
ing equipment, and are. fabricated entirely 
from aluminium sheet and plate supplied by 
Northern Aluminium Co., Ltd., Banbury, 
Oxfordshire, with the exception of the tail- 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought up to 
date to September, 1950, with tables giving 
cost increases for materials and labour for 
1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. Over 680 
illustrations. 21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 


DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
**,..This has become a standard volume cover- 
ing im a concise and compact measure the 
whole subject.’’— The Engineer. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 


FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated form, 
the methods of the valuation and measurement 
of building and engineering work. 700 pp. 
Many diagrams. 30s. net (by post 31s.) 


THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 

“The success of the book depends not merely 
on the author's obvious mastery of his subject 
... but even more on his uncommon gift of 
lucid explanation.”"— The Architects’ Journal. 


18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 
B. i A 


BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 














gate fittings and short splash boards, which 
are of steel. 

They are of generally orthodox fixed-side 
square design, and precautions were taken 
to prevent galvanic corrosion by applying 
protective paint between steel and aluminium 
where they contact. The loads of coke, breeze 
and oxides that the bodies are expected to 
carry have an abrasive and corrosive nature 
that causes rapid deterioration of less durable 
materials; the scouring action of the load on 
the floor continually removes corrosion pro- 
ducts and exposes a fresh surface to attack. 
In such conditions aluminium, with its in- 
herent resistance to corrosion, is expected to 
have a longer life. 


Aluminium Roof 


In 1949, an architect, J. Furrer, of Altdorf, 
Switzerland, invented a roofing system 
known as “ Fural” roofing. In the past 
four years it has been widely used on the 
Continent, and is now manufactured under 
licence in Great Britain by S. W. Ronald 
and Co. (London), Ltd., 329, High Holborn, 
WCl. “Fural” roofing is made of an 
aluminium and manganese alloy which con- 
forms to NS3 in BS 1470, rolled in strips 
to 22 swg and then formed on presses. The 
roofing is corrugated, and is laid horizontally 
in bands across the roof, each band over- 
lapping the one immediately below by 
3 in., thus offering a weather face of 24 in. 
in depth between horizontal joints. The 
dovetail section ribs are sprung over the 
dovetail tongues which project from the 
aluminium strips attached to the battens at 
2-ft. centres. An important feature is 
understood to be that there are no nail or 
bolt holes on the roof surface. Movement 
throughout the length of the roof sheet is 
taken up between the ribs. Expansion and 
contraction across the width of the roof are 
allowed by the fact that each sheet can slide 
upon the sheet below. The actual roofing 
material weighs 6 Ib./sq. yd. and if 
another storey has to be added to a build- 
ing the roofing can be unrolled and re-used 
without difficulty. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—The Public Works Depart- 
ment, New South Wales, has accepted a 
tender of £40,900 for the cegnstruction of a 
bridge over the Manning River at Pam- 
poolah, near Taree. The bridge will link 
Oxley Island with the mainland. 

The council of the University of Tech- 
nology has authorised preparation of plans 
for the second stage of building construc- 
tion on the university’s site at Kensington, 
NSW. A group of buildings will be erected 
to house completely the Faculty of Applied 
Science. A large oval on the site will be 
commenced this year. 


*Canada.—Edward Lipsett, Ltd. 68, 
Water-street, Vancouver, BC, are interested 
in receiving offers of agencies for builders’ 
equipment and materials, from UK _ firms 
who may desire to develop the market in 
British Columbia. Interested UK firms 
should communicate with Mr. W. E. Drake 
direct by airmail at the address given above, 
submitting full particulars of the products 
which they have to offer. Inquiries by tele- 
phone should be made to Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 755. 


Hungary—A University of Architectural 
Engineering is to be built on a 118-acre site 
in Budapest, Hungary. It will stand on the 
western bank of the Danube near the Petofi 
bridge and close to the recently built Uni- 
versity of Technology. 

Portuguese West Africa—The building of 
houses and commercial establishments in 
Luanda, Portuguese West Africa, is making 
good progress. One local firm intends to 
build 14-storey buildings, the first of their 
kind in Luanda. 

The Uniao de Cervejas Angola Company 
has received authorisation to instal within 
the next two years a new brewery in Nova 
Lisboa. The company also intends to build 
a third brewery, but has not yet chosen the 
district where it will operate. The Geral de 
Angola Company has asked the Government 
for permission to remodel and re-equip its 
soap and vegetable factory in Luanda. 
Coutinho and Silva, Lda., has asked for 
authority to erect a pottery in Cambambe, 
in Benguela. A. Favorita, Lda., the well- 
known Portuguese confectionery concern, 
has been granted permission to erect a 
chocolate factory in Luanda. The factory 
will be a two-storey building and will cover 
3,600 metres of ground. Construction is 
expected to start very shortly. 

The Sports Club of Vila Luso has asked 
for permission to construct a cinema/ 
theatre with a seating capacity of 912 in Vila 
Luso. The Sociedade Agricola do Cassequel 
has been authorised to construct two bridges 
over the Catumbela river. Work is also to 
begin shortly on a bridge over the Lucunga 
river on the Tota-Damba road in the Congo. 

Finance allowed in this year’s building 
budget is as follows: buildings, £125,000; 
bridges, £112,500; other works, £6,250. 
Approximately £1,250,000 has been allo- 
cated for the building of roads in Angola 
this year. 

Local tenders have been asked for the 
construction of 35,808.60 metres of road 
from Caxito to Rio Lifune. There is also 
a tender for the repair of the bridge, ‘‘ Filo- 
meno da Camara,” over the Cuanza river 
about 50 kilometres from Dondo. The con- 
tract for the construction of the Port of 
Mocamedes was signed in Lisbon recently 
with a Spanish firm. The work must be 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register in- 
formation Service. 
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completed within three years and will entail, 
among other things, the building of 361 
metres of quays, dredging and levelling, and 
strengthening and reinforcing of harbour 
banks. Work is also to start at the begin- 
ning of next year on the lengthening of the 
southern quay at Lobito Port. The German 
firm of Grun and Bilfinger have the con- 
tract for this work. A contract for hydro- 
electric scheme at Matala, on the Cunene 
river, was recently awarded to Sociedade de 
Fomento Ultramarion; this project must also 
be completed within three years. 


Rhodesia.—Rhodesia will soon have its 
first railway tunnel. It is to be driven 
through hills on the new avoiding line near 
Wankie and will be between 800 and 900 ft. 
long. Tenders have been called for the con- 
struction. A new line is also being built 
about eight miles long. 

It has now been decided to put the Kafue 
River hydro-electric scheme in hand before 
the Kariba and Shire River schemes. The 
Hydro-Electric Power Bill, which was intro- 
duced this month by the Minister of Com- 
merce and Industry, makes this clear now. 
Plans will now go ahead and tenders will be 
called for. 


Turkey—An agreement has been signed 
between the Eti Bank of Turkey and a 
French firm for the construction of the 
Soma thermo-electric power station. This 
Station is the third thermic power station to 
be established by the Eti Bank as distinct 
from its hydro-electric stations. The new 
station will be built first with a capacity of 
40,000 kw-h, but this will later be increased 
to 60,000 kw-h. 

The Government’s new oil Bill, which will 
permit the exploitation of Turkey’s oil 
resources by local and foreign private enter- 
prise, has been approved. Several firms are 
known to be interested in this Bill, and large- 
scale building is being planned to extend the 
oil industry. 


Prefabricated Houses: Venezuelan Inquiry 


Mr. Harry J. Beck, Apartardo 1143, Cara- 
cas, Venezuela, writes that he is anxious to 
get into touch with British manufacturers of 
prefabricated houses, for which he believes 
there are good opportunities in Venezuela. 
Mr. Beck, who gives as reference the Bank 
of London and South America, Ltd., Lon- 
don, EC2, would welcome inquiries from 
interested exporters. 
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BUILDER 


New ARSA 

Me. J. A. COIA, DA (Glas.), FRIBA, of 

19, Waterloo-street, Glasgow, has been 

elected an Associate of the Royal Scottish 
Academy. 






























































Scottish Design Committee 


THE BOARD OF TRADE announce that the 
President has appointed Messrs. Sam Black, 
J. Chalmers Brown, MC, JP, and Sydney 
Harrison to be members of the Scottish Com- 
mittee of the Council of Industrial Design, 
He has also re-appointed The Lady Sempill 
and Mr. J. Douglas Hood to be members 
of the Scottish Committee on the termination 
of their existing appointments. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Dean of Guild Court have approved plans 
for the erection in Chapel-st., Airdrie, of 10 dwelling 
houses of three- and four-apartments each. Plans were 
also passed for the extension by James A. Laidlaw 
(Airdrie), Ltd., of their garage at South Biggar-st. at 
an est. cost of £3,500 

Ayrshire.—CC has plans in hand for extensions to 
the Technical College of Ayr. The architect is Robert 
G. Lindsay (A), County-bldgs., Wellington-sq., Ayr. 

Dumfries.—Plans prepared ‘and approved ‘for 45 
houses, est. cost £73,320, to be erected at the Summer. 
hill estate. The architect is Robert S. Osbourne (F), 
Municipal-bldgs., Dumfries. 

Dundee. —Plans to be prepared for a new com 
munity centre to be erected on a Mid Craigie site. 
The Corporation architect is James MacLellan Brown 
(A), Municipal-bldgs., City-sq., Dundee. 

Forfarshire.—Plans in the hands of the Scottish 
Home Department for new fire station to be erected 
at an est. cost of £17,000, at Montrose. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own staff archi- 
tects for extensions to be carried out at their works, 
at Pollockshields, by James Houden & Co., Ltd., 193, 
Scotland-st., Glasgow. 

lasgow.—Plans prepared for new building for John 
Fulton, 20, Forbes-st., Dennistoun, to be erected at 
Greenvale-st. for which the architect is Joseph Wilson 
(F), Refuge Insurance-bldgs., St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for extensions and altera- 
— for Wylie & Lochhead, Ltd., to Mitchell-st.- 

bldgs. The architects are Wylie, Shanks & Wylie 
(F&A), 204, West Regent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.——Plans prepared for extensions at Titwood- 
rd. for the Glasgow South Co-operative Society, Ltd., 
for which the architects are SCWS Architectural 
Department, 119, Paisley-rd., Kinning Park, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared for alterations and 
additions for Beaties Biscuits, Ltd., at Great Western- 
rd., Anniesland. The architects are John Keppie & 
Henderson, & J. L. Gleave (F&A), 196, West Regent- 

, Glasgow. 

“see —Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for the Mill House, also storage build- 
ing at 80 to 118, Admiral and Milnpark-st., for The 
Scottish Agricultural Industries, Ltd., 39, Palmerston- 
pl., Edinburgh. 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


FPOLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 1, 1954- 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 74d.; Labourers, 3s. 2d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of _ For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. 
Ist 25 39 104 
2nd 334 53 
3rd 50 19 9 
4th ~ ae -. 663 106 4 
Sth as C70 Je 119 4 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. 4. 
probationary period) x 32 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ee 


2 104 
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Hamilton.—Plans in hand for additions to be 
erected, at an_est. cost of £24,000, at the works of 
the Fullwood Foundry Co., Ltd. 

Inverness-shire.—CC has plans in hand for 42 houses 
to be erected at the Orchard park and Acre-rd. sites, 
Beauly. The architect is Alexander Cullen (F), County- 
bidgs., The Castle, Inverness. 

Kirkcaldy.—Dean of Guild Court granted warrant 
for the erection of a High School at Dunniker Park, 
Kirkcaldy. The school is to be erected by Fife CC 
and is est. to cost £400,000. The accommodation 
provided is for between 1,200 and 1,400 pupils. The 
architect is R. S. Lawrie (A), County A. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans to be prepared for 20 houses, 
for which the architects are William Baillie & Son 
(F&A), Accountancy Hall-bldgs., West George-st., 
Glasgow. 


a The Builder 


THE BUILDER 


Stirling.—Corporation has had plans prepared and 
approved for reconstruction and reaovation schemes at 
Darnley House, Bow-st., at over £10,000, at Glen- 
garry Lodge, at over £8,300, and at Moir and Leckies 
House at £6,800. The architect is W. H. Gillespie 
(F), Municipal-bidgs., Allan Park, Stirling. 


Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared by their architects have 
been approved for four houses to be erected, at an 
est. cost of £12,000, at the Banlaskine estate, Falkirk, 
by Thomson Casson, Ltd., Skethmuir Mill, Carron, 
Stirlingshire. 


Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for 
extensions at St. Modans Catholic high school at St. 
Ninians, Stirling. The architect is Alexander J. Smith 
(A), Education Offices, Old Infirmary-bldgs., Spittall- 
st., Stirling. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (tT) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


MARCH 31. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—Extension to theatre 
suite and clinic accommodation at County Hospital, 
York. A to the Board. 

APRIL 1. 

*Mitcham BC.—24 aged persons’ dwellings com- 
prising section 3 of Ravensbury estate, Morden-rd. 
BE&S. Tenders by April 24. 

APRIL 2. 

*tBristol CC.—River police station at The Grove, 
Queen-sq., Bristol, 1. City A. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Adaptation of 
block C into psychiatric unit. R. Dobbin, Secretary 


to the Board, ‘*‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle- 
updn-Tyne, 2. 

*tN. Ireland Hosp. Authy.—Contract 3 of new 
North West Hospital at Londonderry. Secretary, 


Northern Ireland Hospitals Authority, 44-46, Queen-st., 
Belfast. Tenders by June 4. 


APRIL 3. 
*tEssex CC.—Clinic, Hall-rd., Aveley. County A, 
Chelmsford. 


APRIL 5. 
*tSouthampton CBC.—13 dwellings at Millbrook 


BE. Dep. £2. 
APRIL 6. 

*tEnfield UDC.—Public convenience in Lancaster- 
td. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by April 23. 

APRIL 7. 

*tLeeds Reg. Hosp. Board.—New boiler plant in- 
stallation, Deanhouse Hospital, Thongsbridge, Hud- 
dersfield. Architect to Board, Park Parade, Harrogate. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by May 1. 

APRIL 8. 

Battle RDC.—Erection of 18 houses and 12 flats at 
Heathfield-gdns., Bishops-la., Robertsbridge. A. H. 
Neave (F.), Council’s A, 38, Mount-st. Battle. Dep. 


£2 2s, 
APRIL 9. 
Ikeston BC.—12 bungalows on the Kirk Hallam 
estate. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
*tTrinity House Corpn.—Reconstruction of engine 
foom at St. Catherine’s Lighthouse, Isle of Wight. 
ie Secretary, Corpn. of Trinity House, Tower Hill, 


APRIL 10. 
Oakham RDC.—Ten houses at Market Overton. 
H. W. Kelham, architect, 31, Broad-st., Stamford, 


Lincs. Dep. £1 Is. 
APRIL 12. 


Berwick-upon-Tweed TC.—Erection of seven bunga- 
lows at Dock-rd., Tweedmouth. BS, Municipal-bldgs., 
Berwick-upon-Tweed. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 13. 

Denby Dale UDC.—14 houses and seven bungalows 
at Coal Pit-la., Upper Denby. Simpson and Moxon, 
architects, Southgate-chbrs., Wakefield. 

" APRIL 14. 

tLeyton BC.—Reconstruction of Cathall-rd. Baths, 
stage 2, BE&S. Dep. £2. 

Melford RDC.—Four houses with soil drainage at 
Stanstead. Hughes and Bicknell, architects, 1, Tun- 
well’s-ct., Trumpington-st., Cambridge. Dep. £3 3s. 

APRIL 15. 

“Buckingham RDC.—20 houses, on three sites. 

»H. Cox (A), 21, ttigh-st,, Aylesbury. 


°B, APRIL 17. 

romsgrove UDC.—16 houses at Charford housing 

state. section No. 12. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 
CC.—Police houses, 


Ba id 
tard am an 
Dur Castle. G. R. 


Court-la., 


Billingham 
Clayton (F), 





APRIL 19. 


*Carlisle 
Upperby. 


City C.—16 


City S. 
APRIL 20. 

*Burnley CBC.—Extension and alterations to White- 
acres (Healey Hall) hostel for aged people. BE&S. 
Dep. £2 2s 

*Esher UDC.—15 old people’s bungalows and flats 
with common room, Faraday-rd. estate, West Molesey. 
E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

APRIL 21. 


*Cardiganshire CC.—Old people’s home. Cardigan. 
County A, Aberayron. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Frinton & Walton UDC.—32 houses, Second-ave. 
estate. V. G. Scamell, architect, 123, High-st, Walton- 
on-the-Naze. Dep. £3 3s. 


aged persons’ flats «at 


APRIL 22. 
*Chatham BC.—50 bungalows for aged persons on 
Weeds Wood estate. Deputy BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 23. 
‘Lincoln (Kesteven) CC.—House, Harlaxton. 
J. W. H. Barnes (F), County A, Sleaford. 
APRIL 26. 
*Ashton-under-Lyne BC.—14 houses, Cockbrook, 
hy six at Knowle-ave. Allen Fisher, E&S. Dep. 


S. 
*Brockworth.—Erection of 16 houses. Cunningham 
and Gibaud, surveyors, All Saints House, The Ex- 
change, Bristol, 1. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Halifax CBC.—Trades for 66 houses at Mixenden. 
BE. Dep. £2. 
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APRIL 27. 

*Iiford BC.—24 old persons’ flats at Huntings Farm, 

Green-la. BE. Dep. £5 5s. 
APRIL 28. 

*Yeovil BC.—13 houses and two bungalows at 
Sunningdale housing estate. Petter, Warren and 
Roydon Cooper, FF.RIBA, The Old Oxford Inn, West 
Handford. Dep. £2 2s 

NO DATE. 

*Royal Tunbridge Wells BC.—Erection and cornple- 
tion of contract No. 11, Sherwood estate (26 dwellings). 
BS. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


APRIL 3. 
*Stretford BC.—New hardwood floor at Civic 


Theatre. BS. Dep. £2 2s. 
APRIL 5. 
*Chingford BC.—Decorators’ materials. BE&S. 
APRIL 12. 


*Durham CC.—Electrical installation to Cambridge 
House Hostel, Barnard Castle. County A, Durham. 


APRIL 13. 
*Sunderland Local Ed. Authy.—Thermoplastic tiled 
flooring, hardwood block flooring tarmac paving at 
Hylton Red House primary junior school. Boro’ A. 


Dep. £1 Is. 
APRIL 14. 

*Wrexham BC.—Composition flooring, ironmongery, 
faience fireplace surrounds for 237 dwellings at various 
sites. BE&S. 

RIL 15. 


AP 
*Chertsey UDC.—Hot-water heating and domestic 
services at the Council Offices, Guildford-st. E&S. 


Dep. £1 Is 
APRIL 16. 
*West Riding CC.—Renewal of wood floors, Alex- 
andra-st. school, Goole. Divisional Education Officer, 
Alexandra-st., Goole. 


APRIL 26. 
*Birmingham City C.—Boundary fencing on seven 
municipal estates. 


APRIL 28. 
*Deptford BC.—Decoration works to Council 
Establishments. BE&S. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
APRIL 5. 
*+Beds EC.—Approach-rd. to Stratton school, 


Biggleswade. County A, Bedford. 
APRIL 7. 
Gateshead CBC.—Concrete kerbs and flags at 
Wrekerton. BS. 
Macclesfield BC.—Construction of roads and sewers, 
Palmerston-rd.—scheme P.E.1. BE, Town Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s 

APRIL 12. 
Bucks CC.—About 900 yds. road reconstruction 
between Bank-la., Amersham, and Coldmoreham, on 
A.413. County S, Aylesbury. Dep. £2. 

East Devon Water Board.—About 2,425 yds. water 
main, including crossing the rivers Yarty and Axe, etc. 
Rofe and Raffety, engineers, 3, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, SW1. Dep. £2 2s. 

APRIL 14. 

Yeovil RDC.—Laying of water main from Odcombe 
to Bower Hinton, Martock. C. A. Wilson, surveyor, 
26, Kingston, Yeovil. Dep. £2 2s 

APRIL 20. 

Oakham RDC.—About 19 miles water main, pump- 
ing station, etc., as regional water scheme. Pick, 
Everard Keay and Gimson, engineers, 6, Millstone-la., 
Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 


APRIL 21. ’ 
Cleethorpes BC.—({a) About 5,000 sq. yds. flagging 
of footpaths; (b) about 9,000 sq. yds. surfacing of 


carriageways. 
APRIL 24. 
Petworth RDC.—R.c. reservoir, 
galls. Water E. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Deptford.—Housinc.—LCC_ permission has_ been 
granted to proposals by MBC for the use of Break- 
spear-rd. site No. 2 and the Wickham-rd./Glensdale- 
rd. site for housing purposes. y 

Finsbury.—SECONDARY ScHooL.—LCC are proposing 
to establish a new county secondary school at Rising- 
hill-st. 

Hammersmith.—F.Lats.—Preliminary sketch plans 
for the redevelopment of the Albion-gdns. site, Flora- 
gdns. extension scheme, by the erection of flats, have 
been approved by Hsg. Com., and H. T. Cadbury- 
Brown, FRIBA, 17, Clarges-st., Piccadilly, W.1, is to 
proceed with the working drawings. 

Hammersmith.—ComMMuNITY HaLL.—BE&S has sub- 
mitted a revised scheme for the conversion of the St. 
Mary’s Mission Hall, Greenside-rd., to a community 
hall at a total approximate cost of £6,850. ‘ 

Hammersmith.—BaTHS IMPROVEMENTS.—Detailed 
scheme for the proposed improvement of Lime-gr. 
Baths at an estimated cost of £131.901 is being pre- 
pared by BE&S. 

Hammersmith.—FLats.—MBC have approved pro- 
posals for the redevelopment of block 5, Spring Vale 
Estate, by the erection of 16 flats. Preliminary sketch 


capacity 240,000 
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plans have been prepared, and BE&S is to proceed 
with the preparation of working drawings. 

Hammersmith.—F.Lats.—A revised application is to 
be submitted by MBC to LCC for consent to the re- 
development of the Sulgrave-rd. site by the erection 
of a ten-storey block comprising 80 flats. 

Hammersmith. — REDEVELOPMENT.—Proposals sub- 
mitted by BE&S for the redevelopment of the MBC’s 
land between the eastern boundary of Furnivall-gdns. 
and Hope’s Wharf and No. 20 Lower Mall have been 
approved by MBC in broad outline, and negotiations 
are to be carried out with the London Corinthian 
Sailing Club with regard to the new flood defence 
works by the Club’s new premises there. 

Lambeth.—APppPpoINTMENT.—Public Health Com. 
recommend the appointment of W. C. Inman & 
Ptnrs., 7, New-sq., WC2, as quantity surveyors in 
connection with the proposed erection of a slipper 
baths and laundry establishment. 

Lambeth.—New Depor.—BC propose that the first 
stage of the development of a new depot at Kenning- 
ton-la. be commenced as soon as possible. The 
estimated cost of the scheme is £63,500, and it will 
include garages, workshops, stores and office accom- 
modation. 

Lambeth.—FLats, MAISONETTES AND SHops.—Hsg. 
Com. have approved proposals prepared by Bridge- 
water and Shepheard, BB.Arch, FARIBA, 42, Bruton- 
pl., Wl, for the erection of 72 flats in three-storey 
blocks, 74 maisonettes in four-storey blocks, and three 
shops on site No. 24 in Caldwell-st. J. A. Burrell, 
FRICS, 17, Gray’s Inn-sq., WC1, is recommended by 
Hsg. Com. as quantity surveyor for the scheme. 

Lambeth.—SitE_ Acouisition.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the acquisition of land in the Central Hill area 
for housing purposes to be merged with adjoining areas 
into site No. 39, estimated to be capable of providing 
190 dwellings. The cost of acquisition is estimated at 
£40,000, and a preliminary report on the site is to be 
submitted by Gollins, Melvin, Ward & Ptnrs., archi- 
tects, 15, Manchester-sq., W1. 

Lambeth.—Housinc Sites.—The compulsory pur- 
chase of site No. 40, Acre-la. (No. 2) housing site, at 
an estimated cost of £250,000 is recommended by Hszg. 

om., who have also decided to proceed with the 
development for housing purposes of small site No. 82, 
Nos. 34-42, Kenbury-st.; and site No. 36, Thurlby-rd., 
rear of Nos. 103-117, Canterbury-gr. BC are recom- 
mended to purchase for development the sites of Nos. 
170-178 (even), Brixton-rd. and Nos. 2-10 (even), Hill- 
yard-st., comprising an area of just under an acre. 

Lambeth.—AppitionaL Housinc Sites.—On Hsg. 
Com. instructions a survey is being made of the 
borough with a view to earmarking possible sites for 
housing development by MBC. A preliminary survey 
of the area of the borough south of a line Acre-la. 
and Coldharbour-la. has been completed, and Hsg. 
Com. are of opinion that the following sites are suit- 
able for housing development and recommend that 
the necessary steps for their acquisition should be 
taken by MBC forthwith. The estimated cost of 
— ~ ne a 

ite No. 33, No. » Gipsy Hill; site No. 34, Nos. 
166 and 168, Tulse Hill and land fronting Christchurch- 
rd.; site No. 87, Jasper-rd.; land adjoining Ranger 
Mansions; site No. 88, land bounded on north by 
No. 60, Woodland Hill, on the south by Nos. 5-13, 
Camden Hill-rd. and on the west by Nos. 42-46, Gipsy 
Hill; site No. 89, Nos. 72 and 74, Salter’s Hill and land 
adjoining; site No. 90, land between Nos. 38 and 48, 
Hainthorpe-rd., land with garages to north of No. 48, 
Hainthorpe-rd. and extending to rear of Nos. 71-77, 
Canterbury-gr.; site No. 91, site of Nos. 9-19 (odd), 
Chancellor-gr.; site No. 92, car park and builder’s 
yard at junction of Avenue Park-rd./Norwood-rd.;: site 
No. 93, Nos. 6-18 (even) and land adjoining New 
Park-rd.; site No. 94, land rear part of No. 102, Herne 
Hill, next EFM site; site No. 95, site of Nos. 20-26 
(even), Herne Hill-rd.; site No. 96, land between Nos. 
325-341, Shakespeare-rd.; site No. 79, Nos. 55-59 (odd), 
Mervan-rd.; site No. 80, Nos. 11-15 (odd), Glenelg- 
td.; site No. 81, Nos. 83-87 (odd), Sudbourne-rd. 

wisham.—APPoINTMENT.—BC are recommended to 
appoint S. M. Cleator, MiStructE, 4, Ridgmount-st., 
weil, as consulting engineer in connection with the 
erection by BC of the five-storey block of dwellings 
comprising stage 3 of the Ladywell Park housing 
scheme. 

Lewisham.—Housinc.—Hsg. Com. have approved 
layout plans and detailed plans for the following 
schemes: Six flats in one three-storey block on the sites 
of Nos. 38 and 40, Burnt Ash-rd.:; three houses on 
the sites of Nos. 6 and 8, Duncombe Hill; six houses on 
the sites of Nos. 194, 196,202 to 208 (even) (inclusive), 
Grierson-rd.; four flats on the site of No. 80, Kilmorie- 
rd.; 12 flats on the sites of Nos. 9 to 12 (consecutive 
and inclusive), Lingards-rd.; and 24 houses and three 
flats on the Leahurst-rd., Pascoe-rd. and Dermody- 
rd. site. Layout plans for the erection of three blocks 
containing 18 flats on the site of Nos. 88, 90, 94 and 

and 98, London-rd. have also been approved by 
Hsg. Com. 

Lewisham.—Site AcQuISITION.—BC are recom- 
mended to acquire the 4.1 acre site comprising part of 
No. 243 and Nos. 247, 251 and 255, Baring-rd. 

Walthamstow.—SiteE AcQuISITION.—BC are to 
acquire for housing purposes the sites of Nos. 2, 4 
and 6, Lowther-rd.; Nos. 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9, Church-rd., 
and land at the rear of Nos. 1-7 (odd), Church-rd. 

Walthamstow. — DEVELOPMENT. — The following 
schemes submitted by Boro’ A, E&S have been 
adopted by BC and forwarded to MH&LG for 
approval: The erection of three maisonettes, one flat 
and two shops at the site of No. 232, Blackhorse-rd. 
and 85, Lancastér-rd.; and the erection of 30 flats at 
Wadham-ave. _ BC are also to consider the develop- 
ment of the site at the corner of Markhouse-rd. and 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
BRASS AND COPPER TUBES 


The Brass and Copper Tube Association have 
announced that, following changes in the market 
prices of metals, basis prices have been increased 
as from midnight, March 18, as follows:— 
Increased by Basis Price 


per per 
Copper tubes - ae eee 274d. 
Brass tubes fs > oe 223d. 
Brazed brass tubes -. ad. 344d. 
Drawn brass strip sections 4d. 324d. 


Copper-nickel tubes 70/30 4d. 
The list prices of ferrules are increased as follows: 
Increased by 

per lb. 

Brass and aluminium brass ferrules .. 4d. 

Copper-nickel ferrules 70/30 8 oe ee 

CLINKER BLOCKS 

The Federation of Clinker Block Manufacturers 
have announced that due to the recent increases in 
the costs of raw materials the selling prices of 
clinker blocks have been increased and as from 











Monday, March 22, the new prices are as 
follows:— 
Fixing 
2in. 2bin. 3in. 4in. Bricks 
gd. 6.0. 8. 8. S8..- 2.8. 
London Area, Bucks, Berks and Oxford 
Delivered.. 3 7 42 5 0 6 2 180 0 
Ex works 3 2-3.8 +6 S 6 Do 
Surrey and Sussex 
Delivered... 3 9 44 52 6 4 190 0 
Ex works 3.4 340 48 5 8 170 © 
Low Hall-la. Boro’ A, E&S is to submit a revised 


scheme for the development of No. 28, Castle-ave. 

Walthamstow.—HouseEs.—TP permission has been 
granted to proposals made by Edworthy, Ltd., building 
contractors, 14, Grosvenor Park-rd., E17, for the erec- 
tion of three houses on land between Nos. 86-98, 
Eden-rd. 

Westminster.—Fiats.—LCC are recommended to 
make application to MH&LG for sanction to borrow 
£120,525 in respect of the erection of a nine-storey 
block of flats, including ancillary works, on the sites 
of Nos. 41-43, Ebury Bridge-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—PC Council of Christ Church propose 
repair and improvement works to church, £10,000 est. 
Architect, P. M. Padmore, Bangor, N. Wales. 

Aldridge (Staffs).—UDC received approval for erec- 
tion of public hall, £20,000 est. ; meas 

Alnwick.—UDC to build 116 houses on site which is 
now allotments. Plans by S, G. Beaty. , 

Bangor.—Welsh Reg. Hospital Brd., Cardiff, propose 
new outpatients’ dept. at St. David’s Hospital. 

Barnard Castle.—RDC proposes block of 12 flats at 
Staindrop. Council’s A, J. Lawton, 45, Galgate, Bar- 
nard Castle. No contracts let. 

Barrowford (Lancs).—UDC approved layout for 29 
houses near Oaklands-ave. 

Birmingham.—CC approved £67,345 scheme by 
General Purposes Com. to build new premises for 
judges’ lodgings in Church-rd., Edgbaston. Est. cost 
includes furnishing. It is proposed to demolish an 
existing house, Edgbaston-gr. to provide site for new 
lodgings. : 

Birmingham.—EC propose adaptations to cloak- 
rooms to form classrooms at Beeches-rd. mod. sch. 
Architect, A. O. Chatterley, 41, Water-st., Birming- 
ham 
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Bollington.—Rev. Father Osbyrne, St. Gregory’s 
Presbytery, Bollington, proposes erection of church 
off Wellington-rd. 

Bolton.—EC to prepare detailed plans for Phase } 
of proposed Smithills cty. sec. sch., £138,000 est.—To 
invite tenders for Phase 3 of Great Lever cty. sec. sch, 
£186,700 est.—BC received approval for laout of 256 
dwellings at Breightmet Neighbourhood Unit, Prase |, 
—BC approved plans, extensions to ‘* Pack Horse” 
Hotel, Nelson-sq., for Magee Marshall & Co., Ltd, 

Bootle.—EC approved preliminary plans for Copy. 
la. jun. mixed and inf. sch. and an mixed 
sch., at Netherton estate. Work to commence this 
summer. 

Bootle.—BC approved plans, extensive alterations to 
St. Winefride’s Hotel, Rimrose-rd., for Threlfalls 
Brewery Co., Ltd., Liverpool. 

Braunston (Northants)—PC propose erection of 
village hall. 

Burton-on-Trent.—BC to invite tenders for 27 houses 
and eight garages at Ashby-rd. and 36 flats, eight 
houses and six garages. 

Chester.—RDC propose 
Sutton, £15,690 est. 

Chester.—Chester Diocesan Brd. of Finance propose 
erection of Church, Church Hall and Church House at 
Norris-rd., Blacon. 

Chesterfield.—EC to acquire site at rear of No. 300, 
Newbold-rd., for erection of Newbold sec. sch. 

Consett.—Crematorium to serve North-West Durham 
proposed by UDC at Longclose Bank, Medomsley. It 
is also proposed to erect two shops with 10 offices at 
junction Victoria-rd./Raglan-st. 

Dartford.—Consent of MH&LG received to erection 
of following houses and flats: Eight houses, Forge-la,, 
Horton Kirby, £11,066; 32 houses and eight flats, 
High-rd., Wilmington, £48,448; 30 houses, St. James- 
as _ £40,198; 18 houses, Ladywood-rd., Darenth, 





12 houses at Guilden 


Derby.—TC propose development of Osmaston Park 
as industrial trading estate. 

Doncaster.—EC approved plans for building £140,000 
tech. high sch. for boys to accommodate 510 pupils 
on 2l1-acre site in Armthorpe-rd.—MoE agreed to in- 
clude first stages of £750,000 college for further educa- 
tion in this year’s building programme. It is hoped to 
start building during summer. First section of college 
would comprise complete wing.—Included in building 
programme for 1955-56 approved by EC for submis- 
sion for Min. approval, are co-educational mod. sch. 
for 450 pupils at Cantley, a jun. sch and additions to 
existing schs. at Intake and Hyde Park. 

Durham.—CC to convert ‘* Holmfield,’’ Crook, into 
old people’s hostel. No contracts let. Cty. A, G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC received loan sanction 
for £229,219 for 170 houses at Heworth Grange (con- 
tractors, G. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne). ; 

Gosforth.—UDC seek Min. confirmation of compul- 
sory purchase order relating to 152 acres of land at 
Red House Farm, Fawdon, required for housing pur- 
poses. Council’s S, C. Wyld. 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.—IC plan erection another unit of 
maisonettes and flats in High-st., and also 68 houses. 
Council has own direct labour organisation. BE, 
H. W. T. Perkins, Town Hall, Jarrow. 

Manehester.—Work to begin soon on new five-storey 
block of shops and offices at corner of St. Mary’s 
Gate and Exchange-st. on blitzed site on Royal Ex- 
change side of new Woolworth building. The builders 
are Shop Developments (Manchester). Ground and 
first floors will be for shops and the others office 
accommodation.—Manchester Corp. support applica- 
tion for £120,000 building licences. 

Mansfield Woodhouse.—The Mansfield Shoe Co., 
Ltd., propose erection of new factory at Leeming-la. 
South. 

Middlesbrough.—Garbutt, Archibald & Archibald, 
Albert-rd., architects for proposed alterations and addi- 
tions to Holy Rood Convent, Marton-rd., Middles- 
brough.—Plans by BE, J. A. Kenyon, for proposed 
maternity and child welfare clinic in Beresford-st.— 
Plans for extensive alterations in Marton-rd. to provide 
Merchant Navy Club for Merchant Navy Welfare Brd. 
approved.—Sketch plans prepared for rebuilding shops 
in Linthorpe-rd., for E. Upton & Son. — Architect, 
T. A. Crawford, 80, Borough-rd.—Hostel for 40 aged 
people proposed to be built by Middlesbrough Corp. 
is to occupy a site of 14,000 sq. ft. Plans by BS, 
J. A. Kenyon.—Finance Com. has framed its estimates 
for building 968 houses as well as old people’s hostels 
and flats during next 12 months. BS, J. A. Kenyon. 

Northampton.—Governors of Northampton gram. 
sch. propose expenditure of £50,000 for improvements 
to premises. 

Northumberland.—Cty. Planning Com. accepted 
proposal for establishment of mining town near Ashing- 
ton to be known as Broadlyne. There will be 1,000 
houses. It is expected that North-Eastern, Housing 
Assoc., Northumberland-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, will 
be invited to plan and supervise erection of new 
houses at Broadlyne. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Contracts to be let by TC for 
erection of 32 single persons’ houses in Londonderty- 
rd., and 12 at Newham Grange.—It is proposed to 
erect 184 houses and 108 flats on Newtown site.— 
TC considering erection of library with flat, above 
at junction Redhill-rd./Rasslare-rd., cost £11,600.—It 
is proposed to include proposed Roseworth sec. mod. 
sch. in 1955-56 building programme.—Ind Coope & 
Allsopp, Ltd., intend beginning work this year_on their 
proposed ‘“‘ Turf Hotel’ in Durham-rd. _ Plans y 
firm’s Northern Reg. A, at Llandudno.—Wright , 
Mason, Castle Meadow, Norwich, are architects . 
proposed warehouse, etc., for Goodyear Tyre & re 
ber Co.—CWS Architects’ Dept., 90, Westmorland-r*. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, have prepared sketch plans for 


preserve factory in Yarm-rd., for CWS -—Moorhouse 
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& Barker, builders, Thornaby, to erect houses in Black- 
thorn-gr. to plans by G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., 
syeckton:—Magistrates granted licence to Beverley 
Bros., Ltd., for new hotel, to cost £11,000; also licence 
to J. W. Cameron & Co., of Castle Eden, for new 
hotel, cost £17,000. : ; 

Senderland.—RDC to build this year 94-houses at 
Ryhope; 62 at Tunstall; 16 at Silksworth; 36 at Ford; 
% at Hylton; six at Herrington; and four at Offerton. 
Plans by S, C. Emmerson, Council Offices, The Espla- 
nade, Sunderland. E. ne ’ 

Sunderland.—TIC awaiting permission from Min. to 
obtain tenders for construction of £50,000 health centre 
at Springwell. Boro’ A, H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland. ; : 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC to negotiate with A. E. Jones, 
37, Hansons Bridge-rd., Birmingham, for erection of 
3/10 dwellings on site of Blabbs Cottages, Coleshill-rd. 

Todmorden.—BC approved plans by West Riding 
CC for new sec. mod. sch. at Scaitcliffe. Work to 
commence May or June. 

Wakefield.—TIC to invite tenders for 40 flats at East- 
moor estate. f 

Wallsend.—TC proposes purchasing 21 acres of land 
at Willington Quay for housing purposes. G. N. 
Teasdale, BE. : : 

West Lancs.—RDC to erect 70 dwellings in 1954 
programme. y 

Whaley Bridge.—UDC propose erection of 31 dwell- 
ings off Macclesfield-rd., Taxal. 

Wharfedale—RDC to prepare quantities for 34 
houses at Pool (Church-la.) housing scheme. 

Wigan.—TC propose erection of six two-storey shops 
on Market-st. side of Market Hall. 

Wilton (Northumberland).—Imperial Chemical In- 
dustries, Ltd., to spend £6m. on construction of 
another oil-cracking plant at Wilton (North York- 
shire). 

Worksop.—TIC propose erection of shops at Kilton 
Hill estate. Architects, J. Haslam & Sons, 5, New- 
castleeave., Worksop. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Barrow-in-Furness.—Erection of 12 flats at Ormsgill 
estate, for TC, and eight at Tummerhill estate: *Direct 
Labour. 

Bellshill.—-Erection of a Catholic prim. sch., esti- 
mated to cost £74,367, for Lanarkshire CC. William 
Watt (F), County Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell- 
Wishaw. Excavation, brick, building and allied works: 
*Louden & Inglis, Ltd., Calder-st., Coatbridge, £27,317. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works: *John C. Burns & 
Co., Ltd., 34, Church-st., Larkhall, £21,926. Glazing 
and allied works: *John Kemp & Sons, Ltd., 17, Duke- 
st, Hamilton, £1,362. Plumbing, sanitary engineer- 
ing and allied works: *Gilmour & Gray, Ltd., 115, 
Carlisle-rd., Kirkmuirhill, Lanark, £5,113. Plaster, 
lathing, tiling and allied works: *G. & R. Ross & Co., 
Ltd., 3, Mavisbank-st., Airdrie, £6,787. Electrical 
fittings, installation and allied works: *Campbell Doug- 
las & Co., 05, Buchanan-st., Glasgow, £2,863. 

Belper.—70 houses at Kilburn, for RDC: *J. H. 
Fryer, Ltd., Derby, £84,028 (revised tender). 

Birkenhead.—44 houses at Glenburn-ave. estate, for 
TC: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Liverpool, £64,394. 

Bolton.—164 houses and 54 flats at Breightmet 
Neighbourhood Unit, for TC: *Gregory Construction 
(North Western), Ltd., 37, Hope-st., Liverpool, Erec- 
tion of Breightmet cty. sec. sch.: *G. H. Pearse & Son, 
Ltd., Bolton. Additional classroom accommodation 
and adaptations at Thomasson Memorial spec. sch.: 
*Drapers, Ltd., Tonge Fold, Bury-rd., Bolton. Altera- 
tions at Crompton Fold cty. prim. sch.: *Stanley 
Porter, Ltd., Crofters Sawmills, Bolton. 

tle.—New cty. sec. sch. at Glovers-la., for EC: 
*Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool, 
£128,950. 

Border (Cumberland).—71 houses at Madam Banks, 
Dalston, for RDC: *Thos. Armstrong, Ltd., South- 
st., Cockermouth. 

Bradfield.—18 bungalows and site works at Stephen’s 
Firs, Mortimer, for RDC. H. Champ, clerk, Council 
= 26, Bath-rd., Reading: *Beeson Bros., Tid- 

rsh, 

Burvley.—49 houses and 12 bungalows at Bee Hole 
estate, for BC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, 
£82,496 and £18,516. Six shops with living accommo- 
dation at New Palace House estate: *Howarth Bros., 
Ltd., Colne, £17,926. 

Chester.—Erection of Highfield jun. sch. for City 
e _ Hughes (Contractors), Ltd., Wrexham, 

Daventry.—Erection of 76 houses, for TC: *Geo. 
Wimpey & Co., Ltd., London, £99,568. 

Derby.—Extensions at Whitworth Hospital, for 
Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd.: *Wm. Wildgoose & Sons, 
Ltd., Matlock, £7,588, 
roratey.—26 houses at Old Park Farm estate, for 
C: *Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd., 29, Water- 
loo-rd., Wolverhampton, £37,251. 

Durham.—Erection of six shops and four flats on 
the Framwellgate Moor estate, for City C. J. W. 


a City E: *H. F. Mole, Broadwood View, 
hester-le-Street, £13,769 (subject to Ministry 
approval). 7 


Durham.—Erection of 32 houses at Bearpark, for 
i 50 F, Willis, Housing A: *Direct Labour, 


P Glasgow.—Plans Prepared for alterations and addi- 
ions for the Clyde Oil Extraction Co., Ltd., at their 
workshops at the King George V Dock, Shieldhall: 


THE BUILDER 


*William Bain & Co., Ltd., structural engineers, Loch- 
tin Ironworks, Coatbridge. 

Glasgow.—Erection of 71 flats for aged and single 
persons at the Carthmunnock housing site, for Cor- 
poration. Archibald G. Jury (F), architect, Glasgow 
Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow: *L. R. MacKenzie & 
Partners, Ltd., Cathedral-st., Townhead, Glasgow, 
£82,439. 

Glasgow.—Erection of shops and flats at Mamore- 
pl., Auldhouse, for Corp. Archibald G. Jury (F), 
Architect, Glasgow Cross, Glasgow: *A. A. Stuart & 
Sons (Glasgow), Ltd., Glasgow, £18,228. Shops and 
flats at Ashmore-rd., Merrylee: *A. Mitchell & Sons, 
Ltd., Muirend, Cathcart, Glasgow, £17,292. 

Hackney.—Erection of six dwellings at the Over- 
bury-st .(Nos. 57-63) housing site for BC: *W. 
Shurmur & Sons, Ltd., Riverside Works, Upper 
Clapton, E5, £14,522 (after revision). 

Hackney.—Erection of 103 dwellings on the Clapton 
Common (No. 1) housing site for BC: tDirect Labour, 
£236,750. 

Lambeth.—Erection of 321 dwellings, comprising 
the second stage development of site No. 14—Studley- 
rd.: *J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., £467,965; and *M. J. 
Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., £196,647. (Revised 
figures.) 

Lanarkshire.—Erection of Protestant prim. sch., for 
CC. This school is to cost over £85,000, but after 
tenders had been obtained, the Scottish Education 
Dept. would only sanction the first phase of the 
scheme to proceed at present, making the total just 
over £67,00U. William Watt (F), County Offices, 


Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. Excavation, brick, 
building and allied works: *William Purdie, Ltd., 
Turner-st., Coatbridge, £27,600. Joinery, carpentry 


and allied works: *The Red Ceder Supply Co., Ltd., 
149, Almasa-st., Hamilton, £9,535. Glazing and allied 
works: *John Kemp & Sons, Ltd., 17, Duke-st., Hamil- 
ton, £837. Steel windows and doors and allied works: 
*West Bromwich Casement & Engineering Co., Ltd., 
George-st., West Bromwich, £3,588. Plumbing, sani- 
tary engineering and allied works: *Archibald Low & 
Sons, Ltd., Merkland-st., Partick, Glasgow, £7,813. 
Heating engineering installation and allied works: 
*William Richardson & Co., Ltd., 174, McAslin-st., 
Parliamentary-rd., Glasgow, £5,368. Plaster, lathing 
and ailied works, and roughcasting: *R. & G. Ross, 
Ltd., 3, Mavisbank-st., Airdrie, £1,500. Tiling and 
allied works: *Oswald Toffolo & Jackson, Ltd., 110, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow, £1,081. Asbestos cement 
and allied works: *Frank B. Price, Ltd., 13/17, Grant- 
st., Garnethill, Glasgow, £1,587. Electrical fittings in- 
stallation and allied works: *E. J. Stell & Co., Ltd., 
Church-st., Coatbridge, £3,749. Fencing and allied 
works: *Lanarkshire Direct Labour Dept., Motherwell- 
Wishaw, £1,677. 

(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty:— 

Fleetlands, Gosport: Erection electrical shop, John 
Hunt, Ltd, South Wharf, Cleveland-rd., osport. 
West Leigh. Havant: Fencing and gates, Penfold 
Fencing & Engineering, Ltd., Imperial Works, Wat- 


ford, Herts. Isle of Grain: Fencing, Boulton & Paul. 
Ltd., 14, Stanhope-gate, Park-la., London, W1. 
Ford: Fencing and gates, Permafence, Ltd., 24la. 
High-st., Acton W3. Postsmouth: Borings, Le 
Grand, Sutcliff & Gell, Ltd., The Green, Southall, 
Middlesex. 
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LCC.—The undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in value have been placed by the LCC during 
the period ended March 17:— 

Laying out of grounds at Golders Hill, Hampstead: 
*Grassphalte, Ltd., £5,270. Installation of gas water 
heaters at Savona estate, Battersea, and Vauxhall- 
gdns. estate, Lambeth: *Ellis (Kensington), Ltd., 
£5,143. Erection of a cty. prim. sch. at Putney Vale, 
Wandsworth: *J. Garret & Son, Lid., £60,458. 
Electrical installation at Annandale prim. sch., Green- 
wich: *Electrical Contracting Co., £1,514. Erection 
of new Bousfield cty. prim. sch., Kensington: *W. J. 
Marston & Son, Ltd., £101,987. 

Additional play facilities at Moberley prim. sch., 
Paddington: *St. Mary’s (Contractors), Ltd., £2,922. 
Additional play facuities at London Nautical School, 


Southwark: Gaze & Sons, Ltd., £3,437 
Additional buildings at Sydenham cty. sec. sch., 
Lewisham: *Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., £316,757. 


Erection of Quintin and Kynaston schs., St. Maryle- 
bone: *Halse & Sons, Ltd., £404,995. Erection of 
classroom huts at Crampton cty. prim. sch., South- 
wark; Bonneville cty. prim. sch., Clapham; and Hill- 
brook cty. sec. sch., Wandsworth *Greenaway & Son, 
Lid., £8,374 

(London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over tor week ended March 20. 

Building work: William Sindall, Ltd., Gloucester- 
st., Cambridge; Henry Jones & Sons, Beach-rd., 
Rhosneigr, Anglesey; J. M. Jones & Sons, Builders, 
Ltd., Highway Works, Maidenhead, Berks. Civil 
engineering: Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., 54, Cheam 
Common-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. Civil en- 
gineering and hutting: Woodcock Marshall & Co., 
Ltd., 2, Westbourne Grove Mews, Westbourne Grove, 
London, WI. 

Ventilating services: Industrial and General En- 
gineering Co., 46, Blandford-st., London, W.1. 
General maintenance work: Dudley Coles, Ltd., 
Bath-st., Plymouth; Joseph Whittle, Victoria-bidgs, 
High-st., Cowdenbeath, Fife; - Peachey & 
Sons, Ltd., Hornefield, Church-la., Tottenham, 
London, N17; G. E. Wallis & Sons, Ltd., 25, 
Boscawen-st., Truro, Cornwall; Markwell Holmes and 
Hayter, Ltd., 198, Albert-ave., Hull. 

London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by the 
Eastern Region of British Railways. Supply and 
delivery of three vertical spindle .surface grinding 
machines for Gorton Locomotive works: *Churchill 
Machine Tool Co., Ltd., Broadheath, Manchester. 

LCC.—Erection of a new Bousfield cty. prim. sch., 
Kensington South, with two departments for 240 inf. 
and 320 jun. children, respectively:— 


J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., Westminster .. .. £109,5 
A. N. Coles (Contractors), Lid., Bayswater 108,724 
Charles R. Price, Wembley .. a .. 108,638 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Holborn .. 108,152 
W. E. Chivers & Sons, Lid., Westminster .. 108,128 
R. J. Rowley, Ltd., Tottenham ai .. 107,8 
Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., St. Marylebone .. 107, 
Frank Batty & Smith, Ltd., Paddington .. 107,435 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Streatham .. .. 106,787 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. . 105,186 
John Garlick (1910), Ltd., Chelsea .. 104,883 
C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. Albans .. 104,367 
*W. J. Marston & Son, Lid., Fulham 101,987 
Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont .. 101,711 
The comparabie estimate of Messrs. Chamberlin, 


Powell & Bon, the architects responsible for the 
scheme, is £105,150. 

LCC.—Erection of a cty. prim. sch. in Putney Vale, 
ba = Putney, with places for about 280 jun. 
and inf.:— 


Walter Llewellyn & Sons, Ltd., City of 
London .. =e nae ‘aa aa .. £74,648 
W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham . 69,869 
James Miller & Partners, Ltd., Westminster 68,825 

Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-upon- 
Thames .. pe ae ie oa .. 66,976 
Bernard Sunley & Sens, Ltd., Westminster .. 66,566 


A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., Westminster .. 42 


Clarke, Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont .. 63,802 
Token Construction Co., Ltd., Westminster 61,989 
E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd., Groydon ,620 
J. M. Hill & Sons, Ltd., Wembley .. -962 
Whyatt (Builders), Ltd., Streatham .. . 60,673 
*J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Balham =a -. 60,458 


The architect’s comparable estimate is £60,437. 
London (Metropolitan Police).—-Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— : 
Int. repairs and redecs. at West End Central Police 
Station: *W. Moss & Son, Ltd., £13,985. Ext. painting 
at 6-47, Peel-dr., Hendon: *Druce & Co., £620. Erec- 
tion of three married quarters at Eleanor-rd., Hackney: 
*§. C. Grover, Ltd., £6,823. Int. redecs. at Kingston 
Police Station: *Middlesex Paint Craftsmen, £735. 
Repairs and redecs. at Ferndale-rd., Banstead: *J. 
Gibbs & Son, £475. ; 
{London (MoW).—Contracts placed by MoW during 
week ended March 13. j 
London: Kidbrooke Site No. 2, reconstruction of 
boiler house and additional work, James Carmichael 
(Contractors), Ltd., 331, Trinity-rd., Wandsworth, 
Devonshire: NAB, Stover Camp, Newton 
Abbot, Devon, alterations to huts, W. E. Gaye & 
Co., Ltd., 95, Halcyon-rd., Newton Abbot, Devon. 
Gloucestershire: HPO, Small-st., Bristol, alterations 
to cashiers’ and accounts departments, Wilkins & 
Coventry, Ltd., 91, Cumberland-rd.,_ Bristol, 1. 
Lincolnshire: Home Office, Willingham House, 
Market Rasen, Lincs, erection of second storage 
building, Ellis Thompson & Co., Ltd., St. James-st., 
Louth, Lincs; Coastguard Cottages, Donna Nook, 
Lincs, improvements, Ellis Thompson & Co., Ltd., 
St. James-st., Louth, Lines. i F 
Middlesex: Enfield Lock, Enfield, erection of eight 
houses and external works, W. E. Chivers & Sons, 
Ltd.. Devizes, Wilts: National Physical Laboratory, 
Teddington, new 3-kV ring main extension, Crompton 
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Parkinson, Ltd., 
Monmouthshire: 
canteens and a footbridge, Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., 






Writtle-rd., Chelmsford, Essex. 
ROF, Glascoed, erection of two 
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FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 


SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 





= 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH pin 


roe ee Se? 


rd., 


High Cross, Rogerstone, Newport, 
TRS, East Harnham, Salisbury, extension and altera- 
Wilts. 
erection of 
postmen’s delivery office, Robinson & Sawdon, Ltd., 
95-97, Alexandra-rd., Hull. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended March 13:— 

Yorkshire: 
Miscellaneous, F. Troy & Co., "td., London, 
Painting and decorating, Fields, 
Building, Old Forge 


tions, 
Yorkshire : 


don: 
SE1. 
Ltd., 
Estates, Ltd., Sidcup. 
Berwickshire: Building work, John H. Pierce, Tweed- 
Renewal of floors, H. G. Ross 
& Sons, Ltd., Southampton; Painting and decorating, 
George Jones & Son 


mouth. Hampshire: 


for Corp.: 
£11,899. 
Manchester.—Reconstruction of premises ‘ 
after war damage, for Marshall & Snelgrove, 
Elsinore-rd., 


Anns-sq., 
Ltd.: 
Trafford Park, Manchester. 
Middlesbrough.—Erection of 20 houses on the Park 
End housing scheme, *W 
Trenholme-rd., Middlesbrough. 
Morpeth.—Erection of two shops and flats on the 
Spelvit-la. housing estate, for TC. BE, F. K. Perkins: 
*James Dodds & Son, Dark-la., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Office additions, Gloucester-st., 


for Newman Bros., *J. T. Main, Elswick- 


THE BUILDER 





Mon. 


W. E. 
Willerby, nr. 


Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, 
Hull, Yorks, 


Building, E. es Ltd., Hull. 


Middlesex: 


London, SW1. London: 


Contractors), Ltd., 
Repairs, George 


Aldershot. 
Macclesfield.—Erection of nine houses at Weston, 
*J. Knight (Builders), Ltd., Macclesfield, 


*Robert Carlyle & Sons, Ltd., 


for TC: 


Morpeth. 


plasterers: 


Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Wiltshire : 


London, 
emp, Stroud & Co., Ltd., 


at 


Emmerson, 





IN THE KINGDOM 





CHANNELS 


by BROADS 


for TECHNICAL SERVICE 


Phone: PADdington 7061 (20 lines) 
Write: SOUTH WHARF, PADDINGTON, W.2 








ENROL NOW 


London Region — 37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 





Patent 


Boyle's -rvs:.- Ventilator 





OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 





98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 


Tel.: LADbroke 2879 








Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams; ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb., London’! 


will be forwarded. 

















WOOD BLOCK 


FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 


Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alteraticns, including ney 
fronts, for James Woodhouse & Sons, furnishers, 
Northumberland-st.: *Edmonds & Co., Constitutiog 
Hill, Birmingham 19, 

Nottingham.—Erection of Deering sec. 
bier for EC: *Progressive Builders, Ltd., 

Carlton. 

"ees. -Brecten of 183 houses at Titford estate, 
for TC: *Morris & Jacombs, Ltd., 71, Hobmoor. td,, 
Birmingham, £304,322. 

Oxford.—New sec. mod. sch., Northway es tate, New 
Marston, for City C. E. G, Chandler, ARIBA, 
AMTPI, City A & Planning Officer. Quantities by 
Henry Cooper & Sons:— 

Adkins & Shaw, Ltd., Northampton 
Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park, 

Surrey . 121,455 


mod. sch, 
Lowater. 


- £129,239 


James Miller & Partners, Ltd., London, SWI = 117,99 
J. E. Billings & Co. (Oxford), Ltd., Oxford 117,310 
Hinkins & Frewin, Ltd., Oxford .. 114,239 
oe & Loxley (Oxford), Ltd., Oxford | 112,468 


F. Kearley, Ltd., London, W4 111,097 


William Moss & Sons, Ltd., Loughborough 110 463 
The Butterley Co., Ltd., Ripley, nr. Derby 108,485 
*Y. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., High Wycombe, 

Bucks 10§,672 


Salford.—Stage 1 1 of proposed extensions to Salford 
Royal Technical College, for EC: *J. Turner & Son 
(Preston), Ltd., William Henry- St., Preston, £300,399, 

Stockport.—75 aged persons’ dwellings at Brinning. 


ton estate, for BC: *Wm. Chappell (Builders), Ltd, 


Chappell-st., Droylsden, £66,429. 
Wallasey.—Sec. tech. sch., Mosslands-dr., for CBC, 
W. P. Clayton, ARIBA, Boro’ A, Town Hall, Walla. 


sey. Quantities by W. M. Law & Son, 26, Exchange. 
st. East, Liverpool 2: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd. 
Roscoe-st., Liverpool 1. 

Wallsend.—Erection of fabricating shed 300 ft. long, 
for Clelands (Successors), Ltd., shipbuilders. Consult. 
ing engineers, L. Mouchel & Partners, 9, Ellison 
pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. Foundations: *J.'G. Thomp- 
son & Sons, Fowler-st., South Shields. Steelwork: *J, 
Austin & Son, Dewsbury 

Wallsend.—Factory ‘addition, Stephenson-st., for 
Tyne Timber & Veneers, Ltd.: *W. H. Armfield, Ltd., 
Morden-rd., Mitcham, Surrey. 

Walsall.—Extensions at Bloxwich fire stn., for BC: 
*P. A. & H. Taylor, Croxstall-rd., Bloxwich, £17 203, 

Warrington.—Erection of new tech. col. at Long-la,, 


for EC: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little Hulton, or, 
Bolton. A 
West Hartlepool.—Ereegion of eight shops, 10 


maisonettes and seven houses on the Owton Manor 
estate, for TC. Plans by Boro’ A: *George Fordy & 
Son, Boathouse-la., Stockton-on-Tees (subject to 
Ministry approval). 

Wrexham.—Erection of block of two shops at Trevor 
estate, for RDC: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Liverpool. 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING C°L* 


SALES,HIRE 


ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9, HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL LOUGHTON S022 
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Building Contractors 


Station Works, 
King James Sh, 
Soi 


SEL, 


Telephone:— 
Waterloo 5474 
(3 lines) 






















GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office: 

i 61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
j E.C.l 

: MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works: 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexleyheath 5651-4 
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